
Two members of Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service have been recognised in
the Queen’s Birthday Honours list.     

Chief Fire Officer Paul Hancock has been given the Queen’s Fire Service Medal
(QFSM) which is awarded to members of the fire services in the United Kingdom
and Commonwealth of Nations for distinguished service or gallantry. 

Since his appointment as Chief Fire Officer in September 2009 he has provided
new and dynamic leadership for the Service, working tirelessly to create and embed
a strong ‘Team Cheshire’ culture.

Under his leadership the organisation has:

• been acclaimed as Fire and Rescue Service of the Year

• attained "Excellence" in the national Equality and Diversity
Framework

• won a British Safety Council International Safety Award 

• won the Business Transformation category at the 2014 Local
Government Chronicle Awards.

CFO Hancock said: “I feel very honoured to receive the Queen’s
Fire Service Medal. It is a great privilege which reflects the hard
work of Team Cheshire, and recognises the commitment of all staff
across the organisation.”

Watch Manager Peter Shields has been given the British Empire
Medal (BEM). This award rewards a sustained local contribution or
innovative high-impact work. Peter, who is based at Service
headquarters, is known throughout the Service as a compassionate
and caring professional who has truly made a difference to people’s
lives. He is not only the Firefighters Charity coordinator but has also
evolved into a welfare officer, known to care and bring compassion
to Service staff when they need it most. 

Watch Manager Shields said he is proud and humbled to receive
the BEM: “I’ve worked for Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service for
nearly 29 years and I am honoured that the Service has nominated
me for doing what I always do in my work. My family is incredibly
proud that I have been given this award and my wife and two
children are looking forward to coming with me to the presentation.”
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Well done you deserve it xx
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Runcorn welcomed Cheshire-based
Aspergers support group ChAPS for their
fourth annual visit to the station.

19 children, along with their parents and
carers, were welcomed by White Watch where
the aim of the day was to increase the
awareness of fire safety and show the children
what they are likely to expect if faced by an
emergency.  For Aspergers children an
emergency situation can be very stressful,
leading them to become withdrawn and unable
to realise that lives may be at risk if they ignore
advice given.  

Firefighter Dickie Whitley, who co-ordinated
the visit said: "This was a really important visit for
the children as it gave them an opportunity to
meet firefighters and find out what to do if they
were ever caught up in an emergency. Without
this sort of visit some of these children are likely
to crawl into a hiding place and not come out in
the event of a fire, not realising that their lives
may be in danger.”

During the visit they were shown around a fire engine and some parents dressed
in firefighter uniform to show the children what fire crews wear at incidents.
Firefighters gave demonstrations of what might be seen at a real incident which
included flashing lights and loud noises so that parents could reassure and remove
potential anxiety if the children were to find themselves involved in a real fire.

ChAPS chairperson Jo Garner explained: “One of the difficulties our children have
is change of routine, the unexpected happening - by preparing them as we do, the
anxiety around new situations is lessened. 

Teaching these children about the dangers of fire and fire safety is incredibly
important.  I am extremely grateful for Cheshire Fire’s support and the good practice
being taught to children with autism. Thank you.”

ChaPS “fabulous visit to Runcorn”

Crew Manager Ian Knott was in Golden Square Shopping Centre in
Warrington when he saw a gentleman collapse, suffering a severe head
injury.   

First on the scene, Ian quickly realised the man needed urgent medical
attention.  He instructed passersby to phone for an ambulance while he
assessed the casualty’s condition.  

There was no apparent sign of life so Ian started CPR.  He
was joined by precinct security and an off duty paramedic who
all helped Ian revive the casualty before the ambulance arrived.

Ian was delighted to learn of the patient’s good recovery
and, following an appeal in the local newspaper, to be able to
make contact with the family.

Warrington Area Manager Sean Henshaw congratulated
Ian, saying: “It is evident that you used the skills and
knowledge developed in the Service to excellent use whilst
remaining calm in a pressurised situation. I’d like to
congratulate you on your conduct and thank you for holding
up the fine standards of the Service once again. Well done,
you should be very proud!”

Swift action saves life

n The visit was as rewarding to the
crew as it was to ChaPS



3 alertsummer • 2014

Six Cheshire firefighters have returned safely from a
challenging mission to Bosnia that involved them
battling with difficult conditions to rescue people
trapped by flood water.    

The firefighters went out to Bosnia and Herzegovina to
help in the aftermath of wide-spread flooding that had
resulted in a state of emergency being declared in parts of
the Balkan region. 

The six, who formed part of a 33 strong UK Flood
Response Team, were: 

• Watch Manager Mark Coleman based within the
training department at Headquarters in Winsford

• Watch Manager Paul Bickerton based within the
training department at Headquarters in Winsford.

• Station Manager Mark Bushell based at Runcorn Fire
Station

• Crew Manager Daryl Codling based at Knutsford Fire
Station

• Firefighter Alexander Hayes based at Crewe Fire
Station 

• Firefighter John Turner based at Warrington Fire
Station.

Watch Manager Coleman, who was Cheshire’s team
leader, explained: “The flood water had had a devastating
impact on the communities out there. Many people had
found themselves completely cut off without clean water,
food or medication for days. 

“We took with us boats and other equipment that
enabled us to reach these remote areas and rescue people,
who I am certain would not have
survived if we had not reached them
when we did.

“Many of those we rescued were
located in the remote areas of
northern Bosnia, which was where the
floods had first hit. On just our first day
out there we rescued 19 people
including a grandmother, her daughter
and grand-daughter who had not had
anything to eat or drink for more than
three days.” 

The rescue team had to deal with
some tough conditions as they
attempted to reach people trapped by
the waters. 

Mark added: “The temperature
was between 36 and 38 degrees and

because of the amount of debris in the water we found
ourselves having to row the boat rather than use the motor -
hot work especially when wearing a protective dry-suit! 

“However, the look of relief and sheer gratitude on the
faces of the people we met more than made up for any
discomfort we encountered. Many of them knew they would
not have survived much longer. Their first instinct was to
throw their arms around us in a big hug – it was just so
moving.” 

In addition to rescuing people the team also worked
alongside engineers to restore power to a large number of
homes that had been without it for more than seven days. 

Although attending to people was the team’s first priority
they were also able to help transport food to livestock and
animals which had also been cut off by the water.

The six from Cheshire worked alongside firefighters from
Greater Manchester, Hampshire, Lincolnshire, Merseyside,
West Midlands and West Sussex.

Firefighters return from a successful
rescue mission to Bosnia
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Service leads key safety campaign
Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service
has played a major role in
promoting a change in the law
around smoke alarms. 

The Service’s Integrated Risk
Management Plan 2013-14 included
proposals to deliver a campaign to
require all landlords fit smoke alarms in
their properties. In December the
Government included the measures in
the Energy Bill, which was signed into
law at Christmas in a significant
breakthrough.

The project team worked with and
lobbied MPs and members of the
House of Lords – as well as officials
from the Department for Communities
and Local Government, housing and
fire sector bodies, to have the
regulations included in the Bill.

The campaign used fire stats,
social media and the very tragic death
of 4 year old Libby-Jayne Hornsby in a
house fire in South Yorkshire to
highlight the increased risk faced by
vulnerable people living in rented
homes. 

While the law has been passed,
the regulations require the
Government to take further steps to

be enacted. Ministers are currently
considering the results of a
consultation on the issue, in which the
project team succeeded in generating
hundreds of responses in support of
change. 

The whole process has been
helped by Deputy Chief Mark Cashin’s
appointment last year as Chair of
CFOA’s National Home Safety
Committee, which has given the whole
campaign a high profile.

Just this month the underpinning

research undertaken by the Service
was quoted in the House of
Commons and House of Lords, as
politicians from all parties sought to
convince Ministers to act. 

The Government will announce
before the Parliament rises for its
summer break whether or not it will
implement the laws. However, the
Service and its supporters are
determined to continue the campaign
in the event that the measures are
rejected. 

Red Watch Warrington was asked
by the RSPCA to assist with an
animal rescue.  A dog was stranded
on a small mud embankment by a
stream near to Woolston tip. The
dog was  rescued and handed over
to the RSPCA who told CM Billy
Lenthall and crew that, as the dog
was chipped, they would get in
touch with the owner.    

However, on return to station, the
RSPCA called to say that the details
on the chip were out of date and the
owner couldn’t be traced. 

Undaunted, the Watch sprang into
action!  Harnessing the power of
Facebook, the dog’s details and
obligatory post-incident photo were
posted on-line and within a few hours
the owner was located and reunited
with the pooch the very same day!

Not just another shaggy dog story!

n RSPCA Officer Heather Morris, FF Tony Kitson, CM Billy Lenthall and FF Baz Knowles
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The Service prides itself on providing
skills and leadership training.  There have
been a number of training courses
recently for both internal and external
candidates.    

Warrington Collegiate

The Incident Command Training Suite
team played host to Warrington Collegiate,
creating a chillingly realistic scenario for the
college’s crisis plan.  The training focused on
how to handle an incident in which a person
carries out a suicidal attack on the premises.
It also focused on how the emergency
services would work alongside the Collegiate
in such circumstances.

Nottinghamshire Fire and Rescue
Service

Area Managers from Nottinghamshire
Fire and Rescue Service  were also visitors
to the Suite.  In addition to incident
command training in a  scenario  written for
them by our ICTS staff, members of our
Corporate Comms team were drafted in to
replicate the experience of incident
commanders being interviewed on television
at the height of an incident.

Fire Service College

In the first of a series of courses, a group
of Cheshire firefighters underwent a gruelling
weekend of incident training at Fire Service
College.  18 Watch and Crew Managers and
six on-call firefighters from Runcorn went to
Moreton-in-the-Marsh.  During the weekend
the crews attended some 20 three-pump
incidents ranging from basement fires to
RTCs to hazardous material incidents and
high rise firefighting, allowing them to be
exposed to realistic scenarios in a controlled
training environment.

Training events lead the way

Cambridge's answer to Inspector Morse, 'Grantchester' is a
1950s murder mystery series currently being filmed.      

Starring Robson Green and James Norton, the drama
follows the story of a country vicar who turns into a detective
after a suspicious death. 

One of the episodes will feature our very own Barrie Green
(no relation to the other Green in the series) driving our vintage
City of Chester fire engine.  The series should be on our screens
in the autumn.  

Robson (& Barrie)
Green on TV
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One of the biggest changes in the Service’s history saw
the Control Room function transferred to North West
Fire Control on 14 May.  The new centre at the Lingley
Mere Business Park in Warrington is now responsible
for handling all 999 calls and the mobilisation of crews
and fire engines on behalf of Cumbria, Lancashire,
Greater Manchester and Cheshire Fire and Rescue
Service.    

While some new facilities such as dynamic mobilising were
available from the launch, however, others are being phased
in. Further work is also underway to resolve some initial
mobilising and data issues. 

The following Cheshire Control staff transferred to the new
base:

Alison Bailey - after 13 years and 1 month
Janine Carden – after 13 years and 6 months
Shirley Fisher - after 27 years
Samantha Hollinrake - after 12 years and 1 month
Mandy Liffen - after 34 years and 7 months
Sherri Kitson – after 4 years and 6 months
Lisa Morris - after 5 years and 6 months
Helen Oulton - after 8 years and 2 months
Paula Parkes - after 8 years and 9 months
Marie Wallwork - after 4 years and 11 months
Jacqui Lloyd – after 4 years and 7 months
Wayne Francis - after 15 years and 11 months
Ashlea Brownrigg - after 3 years

These staff retired from the Service on 14 May 2014:

Stephen Murphy – 26 years and 6 months
Chris Sheridan - after 37 years
Julia Shutt - after 37 years and 1 month
Gwyn Williams - after 36 years
Brian Mitchelhill - after 26 years and 1 month

The following staff left the Service following the transfer:

Isobel Callanan – after 22 years and 9 months
Diane Hill - after 7 years and 8 months
Paula Collins-Mannix - after 18 years and 6 months
Lynne Legge - after 23 years and 9 months
Les Meredith - after 36 years
Elaine Taylor - after 26 years and 2 months
Pat Gallagher – after 19 years and 6 months
Liz Johnston - after 27 years and 2 months

We would like to thank all the Control staff for their
commitment to the Service and the community and wish
them all the best for the future.

North West Fire Control

Biker Down! A course to save lives
The Service’s first Biker Down course was held at Widnes
community centre on the last Friday in May. Organised by
road safety officer Frances Egerton, the presentations
were delivered by ROAdar (Rospa) and Dr Mark Forrest.
It was attended by 20 people, all bikers

Biker Down is aimed at motorcyclists of all ages and
experience.  It’s a free course offered by the Service to give
bikers across the county the chance to learn practical skills
which will help them avoid being involved in a crash as well as
essential first-aid training and advice for if they find themselves
first on the scene of a crash where someone is injured.  

Frances already has a waiting list of people keen to attend
further Biker Down sessions.
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Red Watch Chester attended a fire
involving an annexe to a property
housing a double garage and living
area in Stapleford near Tarvin on 18
May.   

The building was sited just behind
the main house and fire had taken
hold.  It took the crews around two
hours to get the blaze under control in
difficult conditions.  Two breathing
apparatus wearers were initially
committed but were withdrawn due to
the possibility of the building
collapsing.

The lower part of the living
quarters was saved by the fire door
which was fitted between the garage
and sun room. 

There had been a barbecue the
night before and the used coals had
been left outside. The following
morning the coals had been put in
bags and left inside the garage area.
They must have been still smouldering
because, around an hour later, the
owners noticed the smoke. They tried
to extinguish the fire but it soon took
hold of the building.

The owner, Darren Carr, was home
at the time with his wife, daughter and
two dogs. He was pleased to be able
to share his ordeal with the Corporate
Comms team to warn other people of
both the dangers of discarded
charcoal and the benefit of fire doors.
He said: “We were just about to go
out into Chester and it is so lucky we
were home to raise the alarm, I dread
to think what would have happened if
we had not been there. 

“My wife saw the smoke coming
out of the garage and we initially tried
to put it out ourselves but within
seconds it took hold and was too
strong. I can’t believe how effective
the fire door was at containing the
heat, the garage is completely
destroyed but there was no damage
to the summer house, it will just need
redecorating. I hope our case shows
people just how effective fire doors
are.”

House blaze halted by fire doors

Matt Maguire, Chair of Firepride and the Service’s lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender (LGBT) Champion, recently shared
the Service’s experiences around communicating messages to
LGBT staff and communities at Stonewall’s national Workplace
Conference in London in  April.    

The flagship event was attended by over 600 delegates from
Stonewall’s Diversity Champions programme, representing UK and
international firms and organisations. 

The conference was interactive with a number of workshops
covering diverse subjects such as empowering managers,
developing the LGBT business case and
how to engage with customers and
suppliers. 

In the powerful ‘role models’ sessions,
BBC News anchor Jane Hill chaired
discussions with inspirational characters,
including Wing Commander Sherry
Conway, RAF,  and Hampshire Fire and
Rescue Service’s Katie Cornhill. 

Jane Hill also spoke at the closing
session about coming out in later life and
using her position within the broadcast
media to promote LGBT equality in the
workplace. 

Matt shares secrets of our success
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At Knutsford station ‘poppies blow’
To commemorate the centenary of
the First World War poppies will
soon be blooming at Knutsford Fire
Station.

Working in partnership with Peaks
and Plains Housing Trust, children
from Manor Park Primary School,
tenants from the Linked Communities
Group, representatives from Fryers
Roses Garden Centre and Knutsford
Women’s Institute members planted
poppy seeds alongside firefighters and
Peaks and Plains staff. 

Visitors also met a WWI soldier re-
enacted by Tony Davies, a local
historian, as part of the event. The
historian turned up in a WWI soldier’s
uniform complete with authentic rifles,
helmets and whistles for the children
to look at. 

The rest of their afternoon was
spent looking around the station’s fire
engines and equipment before
learning about home fire safety.

Station Manager Steve Flanagan
said: “It was a great day for everyone
concerned. We were able to take part
in centenary commemorations and are
really looking forward to seeing the
poppies grow at the front of the
station.”

Fryers Garden Centre kindly
donated a planter of ‘Peace’ and
‘Remembrance’ roses to the station
as a permanent commemoration for
those who lost their lives fighting in the
Great War.

In keeping with the poppy theme, Poppies Day Nursery visited the
Station.  As Firefighter Erdal Cankaya said: “You can never start giving road
safety advice too early!”

Car teetering on the edge
A car was left teetering perilously over the edge of a
slip road following a collision on the A483 Wrexham-
bound early in May.  

Two casualties, both with disabilities, were physically
trapped in their car which was overhanging the the slip
road onto open fields. A passerby had stopped to help
and had roped their car onto his van to stop it falling over
the edge.  

Red Watch Chester arrived on scene and secured
the car with a winch before safely removing both
casualties who were taken to the Countess of Chester
Hospital by ambulance.

The car was then winched to safety to await the
recovery vehicle.



The person in control of a
Warrington restaurant has been
fined after repeatedly flouting a
Prohibition Notice.  

Mohammed Abdul Hannan Miah,
31, of Howgill Crescent, Oldham,
pleaded guilty to eight offences at
Warrington Magistrates Court on
Wednesday 16 April 2014. 

The offences related to a lack of
fire alarm, no fire risk assessment
being carried out, a lack of general fire
precautions, a lack of suitable escape
routes, and failing to comply with a
Prohibition Notice on at least 4
occasions. 

He was fined £1020 and ordered
to pay £1000 in costs.

Miah is no longer in charge of the
premises.

Head of Community Fire Protection
Keith Brooks said: “This was a difficult
investigation to prosecute and so I am
pleased to see that we have reached a
positive outcome. We will do
everything in our power to ensure
people do not disregard measures we
put in place to ultimately save lives.”
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#dirtygrillskill thanks
@CheshireFire @CheshireShow
for the goody bag and info
#bestadvice.

Gareth West�

Great teamwork from
@cheshirepolice and
@CheshireFire this evening
along with a number of others!
We salute you! Thanks for
keeping us safe! 

Cheshire�@socheshire�

Some great work by
@CheshireFire Ellesmere Port
crews last night - woman
rescued from property. 

Brian Porter

THANKS
{ I would like to thank the
firefighters who attended my home
at 2:15pm on Sunday 15th June to
fit a letterbox guard, they were
great with my wife who has
psoriasis and is very self conscious
but they treated her like there was
nothing wrong. |
John Ridgway

{I would like to say a massive
thank you to Crewe White Watch
who attended our house in Alsager
after a lightning strike.   All the
firefighters who attended were
brilliant and put my mind at rest,
they did a thorough job in making
the property watertight and
checking for lightning damage, they
were great with the children too.
Massive thanks Helen xx|
Helen Morrey

{I think the fire service provides a
very good service and I am proud
to call them British.|
Lewis Laracroft

Fun in the Chester sun

Spice of India in court

Over £1000 was raised for charity
after another successful open day
at Chester Fire Station.

The free event on Sunday 1 June
saw over 1000 people come through
the doors during the day, with the
sunshine adding to the enjoyment of
families across the city.

Watch Manager Richie Gerrard
organised the day of activities and fun,
as well as showcasing the range of
ways they work to help and protect
the public

He said: “Wow, what a fantastic
day it was and we could not have
pulled it off without all the help and
support from volunteers and staff. The
sunshine was a welcomed added
bonus, of course, and we raised over

£1000 for charity. 

“I would like to say a massive
thanks to everyone who helped out,
they all put 100% effort in - the public
were constantly streaming in through
the doors and there just wasn't an
opportunity to stop. I’d also like to
thank Chris Rodaway, Billy Lenthall
and Jan Evans for helping to plan the
event.  It was great to see everyone
engaging with the visitors and, in
particular, with the hundreds of
children that visited.”

There was a range of activities
throughout the day including a
climbing wall, road traffic collision
demonstrations, modern and vintage
appliances on display and even an
appearance from a very famous
firefighter!

15 year old Oliver Sorensen, a student
at Middlewich High School, spent a
week in Corporate Communications
for work experience.  

He spent time with digital media
services and on the communications
desk getting an insight into the diversity
of the work done by the Comms team.
He also modelled for the new events
photo stand.  Oli summed up his time
with the Service:  “My work experience
has been amazing.  I am so happy I
chose to do this over my other options.  I’ve had a great time and really hope that
I get the opportunity to come here again. ”

An amazing experience
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at  KILL
DIRTY GR

Thousands flocked to the Cheshire Show
at a Tabley showground bathed in
sunshine, with staff engaging with around
6000 of them on the Service stand.  

This year’s theme was Dirty Grills Kill,
focusing on cooking safety.  The stand’s
centrepiece was the Service’s new cooking
safety vehicle, flanked by a red and the purple
fire engine. There were firefighter ‘cut outs’ for
people to put their heads through and have
their photos taken.  They were encouraged to
tweet and facebook their pictures with the
DirtyGrillsKill hashtag.   

People were encouraged to take part in
the Dirty Grills Kill tour, where they had to look
around the stand to answer kitchen safety
questions.  At the start they were given a
yellow firefighter helmet and at the end of the
tour a goody bag with safety information, tea
towels, dirty grills branded wooden spoon and
a grill scrubber!
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t Cheshire Show

RILLS

     
     

     
        

      
      

     
        

       
       

       
      

    

      
         

      
        

        
       

      
  

Adding even more colour to the stand
were florally planted decommissioned
firefighter helmets and boots which can now
be seen on some fire stations and around
headquarters.

The vintage appliances were shown in their
glory in the vintage area of the showground
and Firefighter Erdal Cankaya showed off his
culinary skills with a cooking demonstration in
the Cooking Theatre.   He was ably assisted
by Station Manager Stephen ‘Bud’ Flanagan
who gave a running commentary both on
cooking progress and cooking safety.
Warrington firefighter ‘JT’ John Turner added
his own brand of magic.  

The event was co-ordinated and staffed by
the Corporate Comms team with invaluable
support from the two Knutsford Watches
along with staff from Prevention, HR and
volunteers.  Fire cover at the event was
undertaken by Nantwich crews who also
helped on the stand.  Thank you everyone!

Method: Heat the tablespoon of olive
oil in a frying pan.   Sprinkle the lamb

with salt and a good grinding of black

pepper and brown.  Add the chopped

onion, pepper and tomatoes, stirring

until they are softened.  Add chilli
flakes, lots of thyme and mint.  Cook

on the hob for around 20
minutes, stirring occasionally.
Enjoy with boiled rice.

serve with boiled rice

Ingredients:

300g diced lamb  
one onion, chopped
one pepper, sliced and seeded
two skinned tomatoes
fresh parsley
salt
black pepper
chilli flakes
lots of thyme 
mint
tablespoon of olive oil

Erdal’s Cheshire Show Lamb 



12alert summer • 2014

Do you have any comments or suggestions for future
editions of the Alert? If so call the Service’s Corporate
Communications team on 01606 868786 or email
corporatecommunications@cheshirefire.gov.uk

BeAlert!

All stations took part in the Chief Fire Officer Association’s national
road safety week which ran from 9-15 June. Fire and rescue
services across the country promoted targeted road safety
messages to road users including pedestrians, car drivers, cyclists
and motorbike riders in their local communities with an
overarching message of 'Be Safe Out There'.  Here’s a snapshot of
Cheshire activities.   

Lorries in Frodsham

On Friday 13th June Frodsham firefighters hosted the DHL Trucks
and Children event.  They were joined by representatives from DHL and
Cheshire West and Chester Council (CWaC).  Children from three
primary schools were invited to the station where they received road
safety and fire safety information.

DHL showed children the dangers of crossing behind a lorry, and
asked them to tell their parents ‘if the driver can’t see you in his mirrors,
he doesn’t know you are there’.  Firefighters showed the children
around a fire engine and explained fire safety using a smoke tent and
Sam Mallows talked about kitchen safety in the Service’s new kitchen
safety vehicle.

Lue Ellis from CWaC engaged the children with a road safety quiz
and, in all, over 100 children attended throughout the day.

Walking with Heroes in Warrington

Stockton Heath firefighters took part in the Walking With Heroes
event on 16th June, by walking children to school in Thelwall. The
‘walkers’ were members of the emergency services and armed forces 

The event was used to highlight and promote road safety issues
within the community at school drop off time.  The children met at the
local Spar in Thelwall, from where children were able to walk with a hero
of  their choice who discussed road safety issues with children and their
parents on the walk to school.

The event attracted around 70 children, each one receiving a green
cross code leaflet and a high visibility jacket.

Seatbelt safety in Wilmslow
Firefighters and police officers joined forces to deliver a road safety

event in Wilmslow.  This event highlighted the dangers of not wearing
seatbelts being delivered in collaboration with the police.  Drivers who
had been stopped by police were also invited to watch a fire service
road safety video.    

Think! in Widnes

Widnes Blue Watch held a road safety event outside the town’s
Morrisons supermarket. The crews worked with Service volunteers to
promote key road safety messages to the store’s shoppers, directly
engaging with over 150 people throughout the event. Hough Green
Garage from Widnes worked in partnership by providing a damaged car
and an off road bike to create a visual demonstration. The key
messages for the day were motorbike safety and the dangers of illegal
off road motorbikes.

Stations back Road Safety Week
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Prevention and Protection’s Sandra
Buckle got the surprise of her life
when she was in the audience for
Ant and  Dec’s Saturday Night
Takeaway – a programme she
watches without fail.   

Sandra takes up the tale:  “In
February my mother in law rang and
offered us her surround sound system
which was installed it whilst we were
away in the lakes. I now know the
‘installers’ were from ITV.

“Each week, when Saturday Night
Takeaway started, my husband Stuart
would flick a switch at the back of one
of the speakers where there was a
hidden camera.

“We watch the programme every
week as I love Ant and Dec and have
been a huge Robbie fan for over 20
years.  My sister ,who nominated me
for the show, and I have been trying to
get audience tickets for years so,
when she rang me to say she had got
four tickets, I was so excited. We got
the train to London, booked into the
hotel and then went to the studio.

“There’s a feature called
‘Ogglebox’ where a member of the
audience is secretly filmed in their

home.  Little did I know I was the
Ogglebox ‘star’ who had been filmed
by that hidden camera in the surround
sound system for six weeks!   

“I was led onto the set by Ant
McPartlin, literally feeling sick and
thinking, I can’t believe I am holding
his hand.   And when they drew back
the curtains there was Robbie Williams
sitting in my bed well...it still feels
totally surreal, even now, that they

went to my house and took all my
bedding - thank goodness I had
washed it- curtains, lamps, home
phone, PJs and that I got to sit in bed
with Ant and Dec andRobbie Williams!
And on top of all that I won a Florida
holiday for the family!”

Sandra describes it as the most
amazing, funny, surreal, bizarre
weekend of her life and will remember
it forever. 

In bed with Robbie Williams

Getting ready for the RHS In Bloom judges’ visit in the
summer, station personnel and cadets have planted and
hung helmet hanging baskets and built two flowerbeds
at the front of the station.    

To add even more colour 28 excited Y3 children from
Saint Mary’s Catholic Primary School, along with teachers,
helpers and a school governer planted sunflowers they and
firefighters had grown from seed along the fence at the side
of the station.   

Station Manager Stuart Forshaw
said:  “We are pleased to be joining in
Congleton in Bloom.  Congleton has the
honour of representing the region in the
national finals of Britain in Bloom and we
are delighted to be able to play a part in
this.   The children have planted around
100 sunflowers which in a few weeks will
be growing tall and looking spectacular.
The beds the crews have created are
beginning to take shape and will soon be
a riot of colour.  Congleton Fire Station is
definitely ablaze this summer!”

Congleton station’s blooming beds
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In this issue we feature Lee
McGarrity, Protection Officer in the
Warrington and Halton team.  

Lee joined the Service from school
20 years ago, spending his operational
life at Warrington.  

Two years ago an opportunity arose
in the Protection department and as he
was ready for something new, another
challenge within the Service, he
applied and was successful.    

Lee explains his responsibilities:
“The Protection team is responsible for
the enforcement of fire safety
legislation (Regulatory Reform Order -
Fire Safety Order 2005) in non-
domestic premises. My role involves
enforcing the order along with specific
post fire investigations to ensure that
any businesses that have had a fire
have been complying with the order.  

“The Fire Safety Order is the one
piece of legislation we enforce, visiting
premises to make sure they are safe
and   owners are doing what they
should be doing.  

“No two days are the same - they
are very varied which I really like.   We
do have set routines such as a weekly
meeting to catch up on what
everyone’s been doing. We work
closely on projects with the
Environment Agency and other
organisations and if there’s been a
non-domestic fire in the previous 24
hours, we attend to ensure it wasn’t

because of non-compliancy with the
legislation and we’ll do a specific post-
fire investigation.”  

There are eight staff in the
Warrington and Halton offices with Lee
leading the Warrington team.  He
manages three team members, each
with their own portfolio area.   

Lee says: “I’m lucky to manage a
dedicated, hardworking and
committed team and we’re lucky the
vast majority of business owners in
Cheshire are compliant and supportive
of the work we do. Much of our work
is education and information to make
sure business owners understand
what is needed.  

“It is both rewarding and frustrating
work, but definitely more rewarding!
Most business owners are very
receptive to the information they are
given.”   

Lee hasn’t left his operational work
behind however.  For the past ten
months he’s been an on-call Watch
Manager at Birchwood, describing his
work as motivating and motivational,
he adds: “I manage a relatively new
on-call team, formed three years ago.
They are keen and want to learn and
they’re very active in the community. 

“I’m also finding that my position in
Protection really helps my operational
watch manager role because the
knowledge I’m gaining in fire
engineering and fire safety features
helps me as an incident commander.
It gives me a greater awareness of
where, when and how safe it is to send
a team into a fire incident.”

Lee is keen to promote the Team
Cheshire ethos: “I want to join up fire
safety and operations because
compliant premises equal safe
firefighters.  I’m so lucky to be in the
best of both worlds – Protection where
I’m learning new things and get to help
people and operational at Birchwood
where I get to work within the
community.”

IN
THE

Protection Officer
Lee McGarrity
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A heartfelt thank you
Macclesfield firefighter Rick Allman
was enjoying a round of holiday golf
in Devon when he saw a man
collapse on the course.  The
casualty’s daughter, Hannah Gower,
takes up the story:  “We live in
Surrey and were down in Devon
celebrating my Dad's 65th birthday.
Unfortunately he had a cardiac
arrest on the golf course.  It was
pure luck that Rick happened to
see him collapse.  He went straight
over to Dad, immediately taking
control of the situation. 

“Rick started CPR and directed the
other golfers nearby on how to do it
effectively too. His efforts continued
until the air ambulance arrived and
defibrillated my Dad's heart. Dad was
taken to Exeter hospital, where he
remained in intensive care for 3
weeks. On his third day, the
consultants turned his sedation off in
order to see if Dad could follow
commands. Thankfully he was able to
put his thumbs up and squeeze
hands…

“My father is here today only
because of Rick and the fact that he
totally commanded the situation and
gave my Dad such effective CPR. 

My whole family, including my Dad,
will be eternally grateful to him. My
Dad is an amazing person adored by

the whole family including four
grandchildren under five that idolise
him. Thanks to Rick, he is still here to
watch them grow older. 

“This was actually dad’s second
cardiac arrest. He had the first eight
years ago in the gym when, ironically,
it was then a retained firefighter that
was able to defibrillate his heart back
into a normal rhythm.

“I wanted to let you know how
much we think of him, despite the fact
that we don't know him and have
never met him. Saying "Thank You" to
him just doesn't cut it!”

THANKS
{Very many thanks to the crew
who came out at 4.30am because
our fire alarms all went off at once.
They sorted everything and were
wonderful and very cheery for that
time of day.  Don't know how they
do it....but what would we do
without them! Thanks guys.|
Peter & Sue Southern

{Please extend our most grateful
thanks to all concerned after a crew
came out to a fire in our garden.
Being pensioners we found it all
very traumatic but it was so kind
and thoughtful of Ian Moore to sit
down and reassure us before
leaving.|
Mr and Mrs James, Prestbury

{Immense thanks and gratitude for
the choir’s performances at Spirit of
Fire Awards….The rendition of The
Rising, set as it was against the Roll
of Honour, was truly moving,
suitably reflecting everyone’s
feelings and was proper recognition
of those we lost in the last year.
Many people have said to me that
this was the best Spirit of Fire ever
and Cheshire Fire and Rescue
Service Choir was a significant part
of this.|
John Parry, Chief Executive,  The
Fire Fighters Charity

{Excellent feedback on all
incidents. Plus knowing what's
going on in my area. keep up the
good work. From an Ex fireman.|
Allen Buckley

{Yesterday evening there was an
incident in CW9 and several
engines were in attendance. I was
most impressed with the speed of
arrival to what seemed to be a
volatile incident! Very impressive
and reassuring we have an
excellent service. Thank you!|
Brian Johnston

Ellesmere Port Crew Manager Stevie Rae was joined by colleagues, family
and friends as he received his Long Service Good Conduct Medal.  Long
time friend and work colleague Crew Manager, Paul Donaghy presented him
with his award at Ellesmere Port Fire Station.  

Long Service award
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BRAKE road safety award winners
The Service has won a national award for its joint
initiative road safety in the community with Cheshire
East Council.

Community Safety Manager Martin Dowle and Councillor
Bill Livesley accepted the Road Safety in the Community
Award at the Fleetsafe Awards, organised by road safety
charity Brake at a ceremony in Birmingham . The award,
sponsored by Ocado, is given to an organisation that has
worked hardest with its local community to improve road
safety for all road users, and has road safety at the heart of
its corporate social responsibility ethos. 

Councillor Livesley said: “I am delighted to see the great
work between Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service and the
council honoured in this way. It is so important that young
people are educated with vital information about road safety
and we are committed to doing all we can to improving road
safety for all road users.”

Firefighter recruitment pod
The Service’s new recruitment pod
is a bespoke firefighter test unit
containing virtually all the elements
required for the national firefighter
recruitment tests (the only test not
included is the 3.5m ladder climb). 

It has:

• A confined space facility,
complete with obstacles

• Rural firefighting test

• Ladder lift resource

• Dexterity test

• Kit storage

With the ability to generate its own
power, the pod has been specially
designed for the Service to be able
drop into areas such as car parks, fire
station yard or town square. 

It offers a flexible approach to
bringing firefighter taster days to the
public in the areas where we are
looking to recruit on-call firefighters.
It's a one-stop shop for potential
recruits to experience the practical
tests that need to be passed to join a
modern day fire and rescue service,
whether as a wholetime or on-call
firefighter.



Crewe firefighters along
with Station Manager Paul
Binyon went to Shavington
Primary School to present
Year 5 pupil Abigail Connor
with a prize for her
excellent work following a
Key Stage 2 presentation.    

The class had been
tasked with designing a
personalised fire plan for their
home. All the class did a
sterling job involving internet
research, including from our
own Service website, but
Abby went the extra mile and
produced an excellent
booklet demonstrating that
she had fully understood the
information given by the
firefighters
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Clean cars for charity

The Fire Fighters Charity coffers are
£8,785 richer after a record 20
stations took part in the charity’s
10th Anniversary National Car
Wash.

Crews, cadets and volunteers the
length and breadth of the county rolled
up their sleeves and took to buckets
and hoses to shine up cars and give
drivers vital road safety advice. 

Firmly established on the fire and
rescue service calendar, the National

Car Wash is the charity's largest
national fundraising event of the year
and all funds raised went to the UK’s
leading provider of life-enhancing
services for serving and retired fire
service personnel and their families. 

Congleton Fire Station topped the
fundraising chart, banking a very
sweet £658.88, earning them a
chocolate hamper which was
promised to the station bringing in the
highest overall car wash income
(excluding match funding). 

Top of the class

n Abigail receiving her prize from WM Paul Rowlands
and SM Paul Binyon

IN BRIEF
ALEX AND
TED’S BOAT
ADVENTURE
Middlewich Fire Cadet Alex Hardy
meets Service volunteer Ted
Edwards at the Middlewich boat
festival. Ted is a 7 month old
Newfoundland, training up as our
volunteer mascot. He has proved a
great way to pull a crowd so that
we can give out safety messages
to the public. 

CONGLETON
FIRE CADET
HONOUR
Congleton Fire Cadet Nathan
Beard has been appointed the
Congleton Town Mayor’s Cadet.   

At a packed Town Hall on Thursday
15 May, Councillor Denis Murphy
was elected as the new Town
Mayor, Cllr Liz Wardlaw as Deputy
Town Mayor to serve Congleton
Town until May 2015 and it was
announced that 14 year-old Nathan
would be the new Mayor’s Cadet,
supporting the Town Mayor in
many of his public engagements.

Nathan is the first Cheshire Fire
Cadet to be given the honour. 
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Arrivals
New starters

Farewells

Chris Blackham SHQ 2 March 13 yrs 8 mths

Richard Daly SHQ 2 March 5 yrs 10 mths

FF Timothy Welch 10 March 2 yrs 2 mths

FF Jon Baxter 28 March 1 yr 9 mths

Laura Braddock SHQ 31 March 3 yrs 9 mths

FF Shane Thomson 24 April 15 yrs

Gillian Dimelow 30 April 2 yrs 9 mths

FF Mark Norman 30 April 25 yrs

FF Gillian Preece 1 May 3 yrs 8 mths

FF Stuart Morrison 4 May 10 yrs 6 mths

Megan Bowyer SHQ 16 May 4 yrs 3 mths

Judith Jennings SHQ 23 May 6 yrs 2 mths

Leavers

FF Howard Talbot 20 March 31 yrs 6 mths

Evan Morris SHQ 31 March 23 yrs 1 mth

FF Christopher Williams 8 May 25 yrs 10 mths

SM Keith Roughley 20 May 30 yrs 7 mths

Retirements

LOUISE HUGHES  
Married with two children, Louise joins us
as senior communications officer from
Cheshire Police. She started her career as
a broadcast journalist after studying
journalism at university.

JEN HALL  
is our new events coordinator in the
Corporate Communications team at HQ.
She holds a Masters in International
Hospitality and Event Management and
has previously worked in events at
Blakemere Village and Marriott Hotels.  

DANIEL TAYLOR    
Business intelligence analyst Daniel is
based at Headquarters within the
Corporate Intelligence team.  He joins us
from Sainsburys where he was a team
leader for six years.  

SOPHIE THORLEY  
is the corporate programme manager
within Planning, Performance and
Communications.  Before joining the
Service Sophie was a Programme
Management Consultant.   

ANDY KELLY   
is a fleet support operative in workshops
at HQ.  He spent 18 years at Shell UK as
a tanker driver, driver trainer and health &
safety representative.  Andy is a road
safety volunteer and is completing his
advanced driving instructor part three.  

SELINA BAIN
is one of two new customer service
assistants at HQ, having joined us from
Cheshire Constabulary HQ where she
worked for BAM Facilities Management.
She has previously worked in banking. 

JESS MARTIN 
is our second new customer service
assistant at HQ.  Jess has studied for a
Law degree and has worked at the Co –
op and Cheshire Dogs Home.    

VICTORIA WRAXTON
Having completed a 10 month temporary
contract the Service, after working for
Coop Bank, Victoria has joined us
permanently as leadership development
advisor in the HR business support unit
supporting HQ, Halton and Warrington.   

LAURA WHEELTON
is with us on an internship as she is
studying for a degree in Fire and
Leadership Studies at the University of
Central Lancashire.  She is a cadet leader,
having been a cadet with the Service since
she was 13.     

CARON CORBIN
is project officer in the Corporate
Programme Office and worked as a
Contracts Manager for Cheshire West and
Chester Council before joining the Service.  

TOM EVANS
is a home safety advisor based at Crewe.
Before joining the Service he was in the
2nd Battalion The Parachute Regiment 
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New pans for old
Warrington community safety advocates rode into town
declaring a chip pan amnesty.

Working with Golden Gates Housing Trust and Public
Health personnel, advocates offered deep fat fryers in return
for residents turning in their chip pans.

Advocates paired with Golden Gates neighbourhood
officers and public health workers visiting homes to give
safety advice while operational crews carried out home
safety assessments in the above areas. 

Warrington’s lead advocate Lorna Lucas said: “This was
a highly successful event. The Golden Gates Housing Trust
properties we visited were, without exception, high risk
properties.  Residents were regularly using chip pans with
families living chaotic lifestyles.  We swapped every chip pan
for a deep fat fryer or air fryer.”

As a result of the partnership working, 75 home safety
assessments were completed with 59 air or deep fat fryers
exchanged for chip pans.

Birchwood down with the kids
Birchwood on-call firefighters have been engaging with
children on and off station, giving reassurance and
safety messages.

On 1 June Firefighters Malcolm Mellor, Ben Henry, Andy
McMahon and Ryan Cook, along with Birchwood Fire
Cadets, went to Birchwood Carnival where they promoted
community fire safety with a number of chip pan
demonstrations and fire safety advice. 

The following week Andy McMahon, Ryan Cook and
Sam Rogers went to the Chapelford Fun Day to show

children an operational fire appliance and teach them about
community fire safety. 

In between their days out, the crew invited Abbiegael
and Joseph Hunter to the station. Their mum had told
firefighters that Abbiegael had fears of being trapped in their
home if a fire ever occurred.  The children came down to the
station where they were shown the specialist equipment
carried on the appliances and were told how firefighters
would come to rescue them if there should ever be a fire in
their house.   
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Sport & Welfare
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Congleton
on-call
firefighters
challenged!
Eight Congleton on-call firefighters,
led by Derrick Bossons, took the
Fire Service Three Peaks Challenge
– and survived!

Raising money for the Fire Fighters
Charity, Derrick, Nigel Johnson,
Matthew Barton, Lee Jackson, Chris
Payne, James Young, Rick Allman and
Jamie Heath completed the gruelling
endurance event in 21 hours and 37
minutes, earning them a well-deserved
silver award.

The Fire Service Three Peaks
Challenge is a mountain endurance
challenge in which participants have to
climb the highest peaks in England,
Scotland and Wales within 24 hours.
Starting with climbing the 1344 metre
Ben Nevis in Scotland, the teams then
drive to Scafell Pike and climb to its
978 metre summit before driving on to
Wales to climb the 1085 metre
Snowdon.  

Team Congleton’s intrepid climbers
walked over 20 miles, climbed more
than 3,000 metres  and drove over
500 miles, all for charity. 

World record broken
FINISHING the London Marathon
as world record-breakers was the
last thing Stockton Heath
firefighter Graham Green and his
son Ben expected.

Graham and Ben heard they had
set a new marker for the fastest
marathon run by parent and child just
hours after crossing the finishing line.

Ben’s time of 2hrs 35mins 29secs,
with Graham seven minutes behind,
saw them smash a previous record
set in Chicago.

“We really didn’t realise until the
evening when my friend joked it must
be some sort of record,” said Ben.

“I added the times together and
realised it was.”

Graham added: “We had
absolutely no idea. We couldn’t sit
without being in pain on Sunday night
so Ben started doing some research.

“We looked at each other, didn’t
know what to say and started
laughing, thinking this can’t be right!”

Former England 800m runner Ben
finished 95th in the men’s race, but
the Warrington Athletics Club
member’s preparation was hampered
by a hip injury.

“This was my first marathon,” he
added.

“We didn’t set off together, but
never intended to as I was hoping to
go faster before the injury problems.

“After about 13 miles my hip
started hurting so it was an
achievement to get to the finish. It
was the most horrendous thing I have
experienced.”

The Greens almost had three
competitors in the marathon, but

Graham’s brother Andrew – a former
World Cup marathon team bronze
medal winner – was forced to pull out
through injury.

Ben wants the Warrington trio to
race for the club championship title
next year, although dad and uncle
may take some convincing.

“I’m not taking it too seriously,”
said Graham, about becoming a
history-maker.

“I was proud of Ben as he went
through major pain and at some
points thought he wouldn’t finish.

“I started again about four years
ago, running first 2hrs 59mins, then
2hrs 47mins and now 2hrs 42mins,
but getting older it’s not so easy to
keep your body fit to train and race at
a good standard.

“I only ran the Wilmslow Half
Marathon as preparation for London
this year, so I’m looking forward to
getting out on the local road race
circuit again.”

Graham and Ben are now
awaiting verification from Guinness.

Full kit charity run
On a VERY hot day in June six of our fittest firefighters and one fit cadet
leader from Middlewich Fire Station ran the Great Manchester Run.     All
team members wore full fire kit and carried breathing apparatus sets, with
Firefighter Ashley Powell also wearing a Blaze Bear costume . The team
was featured on BBC news and were mentioned on the Live TV broadcast.  

Firefighters Powell, Paul Leigh, Dom Page, Simon Atkinson and Mark
Wakefield along with Crew Manager Kristian Clowes and Cadet Leader Becky
Naylor collected over £400 in charity buckets as they ran.  Sponsorship
collection is not finalised yet but it looks like the runners will raise something in
the region of £1600.00.  


