
Look after your appliance:
• Always read and follow manufacturer’s
instructions before using any appliance.

• Do not put rags or materials into your
tumble dryer if they have been used to
soak up flammable liquids, e.g. cooking
oil and cleaning fluids.

• Only use recommended vent pipes, not
improvised ones and ensure these are
kink free and not blocked in any way.

• Regular PAT testing of all appliances.
• Ensure it is serviced regularly.
• Some insurers can specifically exclude cover for fires where materials
have not been cooled prior to folding or where the
servicing/maintenance has been inadequate.

Don’t ignore the warning signs:
• Can you smell burning? Always remember to unplug any appliance
before you investigate further.

• Clothes taking a very long time to dry, especially heavy articles such as
towels.

• Do materials such as tea towels feel hotter than usual at the end of the
cycle?

• An undissolved dishwasher tablet could indicate a blocked chamber.

If you notice any of the above, clean the filter and check the vent pipe
immediately and if in doubt call an expert out.
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DO YOU use 
washing machines, tumble

dryers or dishwashers?

DO YOU keep them

clean, safe and working

efficiently?

IF NOT your business

could go up in flames.
For FREE practical fire safety advice or information visit the Business
Safety section on our website or contact your local Community Fire
Protection Office:

Cheshire East  Cheshire West & Chester Warrington & Halton
01270 213 246 01244 322 222 01925 634 593



There has been a sharp increase in the number of appliance fires in
business premises so it is important to consider the following
information carefully.

Tumble dryers, washing machines and dishwashers CAN and DO cause
fires.

If you don’t clean and maintain your appliances you run the risk of fire and
potential loss of your business.

Your machines contain powerful motors with fast moving parts that get very
hot and could set fire to excess fluff or lint that builds up over time. 

Housekeeping

Regular cleaning removes fluff, lint and other debris therefore reducing the
risk of fire.

So clean the filter after EVERY use and NEVER leave your dryer, washing
machine or dishwasher running unattended or overnight. They are a fire risk
because of their high wattage, friction and motors.

Keeping the filter clean may save you more than you think:

• Save you money by using less power.
• Reduce the drying time in tumble dryers.
• Save lives by reducing the risk of fire.
• Save on expensive costs of repair.

TOP SAFETY TIPS
After each use
• Empty at the end of the cycle.
• Clean the filters.
• On Condenser dryers empty the drawer.
• Allow materials from the dryer to cool before folding.
• Remove the lower basket in the dishwasher to lift out the filter and wash
thoroughly.

Every 6 months
• Vacuum areas where the fluff or lint builds up.
• Check the drain pump propeller behind the debris filter on the washer.
• Vacuum heater area, blower housing & vent pipe connection.
• Check external vent (if fitted).
• Condenser dryers – clean condenser unit at base of machine.
• Check the dishwasher filter thoroughly and replace if damaged.

Once a year
• Remove and check vent pipe for fluff, lint or debris.
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Never allow large loads to remain in dryers after the drying cycle ends.

Clean the lint screen after every load. 

Softener sheets can cause a waxy build-up on the lint screen. Wash
the lint screen in warm soapy water and dry it completely before
replacing it in the dryer. 

Do not leave damp items in a warm or hot dryer - start the drying
cycle immediately and keep the exhaust opening clutter free.

It has been found that laundry has self ignited when being removed and
folded from tumble dryers, so what can you do to prevent spontaneous
combustion?  You can:

• Ensure that oil contaminated fabrics such as tea towels are washed on a
suitable high temperature with a good quality washing detergent.

• Make sure that all tumble dryers have a final 10 minute cool down cycle
with dampers set to deliver air at ambient temperature.

• Allow enough time for all items to cool down before folding or bundling. 

IF YOU HAVE AN APPLIANCE FIRE -
CLOSE ANY DOORS, CALL 999, GET OUT AND STAY OUT
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