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Community Heroes
Theshortlist has been confirmed

for the Service’s first
Community Safety Champion

Awards.

The awards seek to recognise those
individuals and organisations that have
helped make a difference to the safety
of others in their community.

Deputy Chief Fire Officer Mark
Cashin said; “These awards are looking
to reward the people and organisations
who work alongside Cheshire Fire and
Rescue Service to help save lives and
make our communities safer. This

includes members of the public, local
businesses or individuals, teams and
projects run by partner organisations.

“I was delighted with the
quality of the
nominations. It was a
real challenge to
draw up the final
shortlist and there
are some really
inspirational stories
about those people
who have been
nominated and are

helping us keep our communities safer.”

The Community Champions Awards
evening will take place on April 29 at the

Park Royal Hotel in Warrington.
There will be presentations in
nine categories on the night
including the Chief Fire
Officers Commendation and
the Most Effective
Partnership Award.

Visit the Service’s website
for a full list of those who have

been shortlisted.

Cheshire Safety Day was an outstanding
success as teams from across the
organisation worked together to deliver an
incredible 1,664 Home Safety Assessments in
just one day.

Pictured right are the teams from Halton, but
for a full round-up and more pictures, see centre
page feature.

Staff
smash
1,000 HSA
target
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Community Fire Protection hosted a hugely
successful “Heritage Under Fire National
Conference” in January at The Chester

Grosvenor and Spa Hotel with delegates travelling
from across the country to listen to a range of
high profile speakers.

The aim of the conference was to consider the
threat to the UK’s built heritage from fire and other
such incidents and was a “must attend” for anyone
involved with Fire Protection or the restoration and
preservation of heritage buildings.

The profile of the conference was greatly enhanced by
the presence of key players from the cultural and heritage
sectors, as well as representatives from the world of fire
engineering, architecture, tourism and planning. The
speakers included Dr Simon Thurley, Chief Executive of
English Heritage, Dany Cotton, Deputy Assistant
Commissioner of London Fire Brigade and Mike Coull,
Heritage Co-ordinator for the Scottish Fire Services.

Our Chief Fire Officer Paul Hancock, Deputy Chief Mark
Cashin and several Fire Authority members also attended.

Our partnership with the Institution of Fire Engineers
(IFE) and English Heritage helped to make the day a real
success. Louise Craig, Chief Executive Officer of the IFE

� Speakers and delegates at the Conference

delivered the opening address and Gillian Clarke, Secretary of
the Local Authority World Heritage Forum (UK) ensured the
day ran smoothly as the event Chair.

Speaking in relation to this high profile event Deputy Chief
Fire Officer Mark Cashin said, “We are delighted to have had
the opportunity to host such a high profile conference and be
in the presence of some expert speakers who shared with
delegates their knowledge of protecting and preserving our
nation’s heritage.”

The conference was accredited by the Institution of Fire
Engineers.

Heritage under fire

DJ firefighter hits the airwaves
In December Crewe FirefighterJanssen Bostock of Blue Watch
attended CAT FM, a local radio

station covering the Crewe and
Nantwich area.

The purpose of the visit was to put
across the organisation’s ‘6 Sense’ safety
campaign to the residents of Cheshire
East about staying safe and protecting
their families and home from fire.

During his ‘Time On Air’ Janssen was
able to explain the 6 key messages; Plan,
Test, Check, Care, Close, Call 999. He
also took time to inform listeners that they
can get a free Home Safety Assessment
by contacting the Freephone number or
visiting www.cheshirefire.gov.uk and
following the link from the homepage.

Janssen was able to select three
songs of his own choice and mix some
radio jingles. His choices were the
eighties hits Wishing by Flock of Seagulls,
Feels Like Heaven by the Fiction Factory and Killing Moon by Echo and the Bunnymen.

Due to his ‘On Air’ success he has been invited back.
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As we launch our latest Integrated Risk
Management Plan at the start of another
financial year, it is clear that we continue
to face a period of significant change.

The last 12 months have seen us
successfully launch a virtually new Fire
Authority and undergo a major restructure at
the top of the organisation.

To have done all that, complete 60,000
HSAs and attain high ratings from external
assessors is a tribute to the teamwork and
commitment which exists at every level and in
all areas of our organisation.

It would be nice to think that we could
now enjoy a period of relative calm, but with a

General Election looming and major public
spending cuts about to really bite, it is clear
that’s just not going to happen.

Our proposals for the new crewing
arrangements at Birchwood resulted in
considerable public concern and debate.
Ultimately the Fire Authority backed the move
to a day shift / retained cover model which
reflects the low levels of risk in that area.

There will be more difficult issues ahead
but I am confident that with honest
discussion on all sides we will make decisions
which are in the overall best interests of our
communities and our organisation.

in my view. . .

Paul
Hancock

Runcorn Red Watch clear
the snow
RedWatch from Runcorn went to

Queens Close Sheltered Housing to
clear pathways and grit walkways. As

temperatures plummeted the firefighters had
to walk the final 100 metres to the houses
due to treacherous roads. They cleared
individual paths and walkways to the
communal area and then gritted the areas.
One lady resident hadn’t been able to
venture out until they cleared the paths.

Watch Manager Paul Walmsley said, “The
adverse weather conditions had restricted our
community work but we felt we had to help the
elderly the best way we could. While clearing
the pathways we were able to enquire about the
residents’ well being and offer winter safety
advice for the home.” � The Runcorn snow team

Poynton High School visit
Staff and Pupils from Poynton High school recently paid
a visit to Wilmslow Fire Station through a joint initiative
with the Gateway Project.

Pupils were given a talk by Watch Manager Phillip Marke
on the various services that we provide and our role in the
community. They were then given the opportunity to gain
hands-on experience by using the high pressure hose reel
and running out lengths of hose.

The students were then given a demonstration of the road

traffic collision cutting equipment by firefighters, Paul Mitten
and Jason Roxburgh.

Firefighter Bullock said, “At the age of 16 most young
people are beginning to think about learning to drive and
therefore it is important we deliver the message of drink and
drug driving, speeding and not wearing seatbelts.”

The event ended with a big “thank you” from Poynton
High School and the Gateway Project.
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� The teams who delivered safety messages to Acton Bridge with concerned
resident Mr Thorley and Cllr Bob Holt.

Phoenix project spreads
it’s wings
Runcorn firefighters are forging links with a

local primary school in a bid to share
potentially life saving advice with young

people and their families.

In 2009 Green Watch visited Astmoor Primary
School in Runcorn to launch the Partnership known
as the “Phoenix Project”. This involves personnel on
Green Watch visiting the school on a regular basis to
work with the young people on a variety of projects to
increase their awareness of fire related issues and the
work of the emergency services.

Head Teacher Louisa Aldridge said, “We are sure
that this partnership will be a rewarding and
productive experience for all involved, the Staff
children are looking forward to working with the
Firefighters in the future.”

The Watch has already been involved in a range of
activities at the school such as open days, play time
duty, male role models for reading and writing, design
and technology projects. They have also provided
statistical information for use in numeracy classes and
attendance at assemblies

� School Head Teacher Louisa Aldridge, Watch Manager Tim Robinson,
Firefighters Steve Sweeting Paul Doodson and students proudly
displaying our mission statement for the future.

Plans for future terms include a visit to Halton British Legion War
Museum and a World Cup Football Tournament.

This project follows on from a similar one between Red Watch
and Halton Lodge School which has been running since 2003.

Advocates tackle safety
issues in Acton Bridge
Cheshire West Community Safety
Advocates received a request from a
resident of Acton Bridge near Northwich.
He was concerned about elderly residents
who live by themselves in the area and had
been in contact with local Police with his
concerns and was waiting for an outcome.

Advocate Suzanne West contacted the
local PCSO James McClaughlin to see if there
was a partnership initiative that could be
worked together in the area.

The result was an impact week with
Advocates James Scott, Karen Nixon and
Home Safety Advisors Therese James and
Matthew Hubbard where over a hundred
Home Safety Assessments were completed
and also security advice was offered by the
accompanying PCSO.
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Red watch support
Transition Chester
Chester’s Red Watch recently

had the opportunity to
demonstrate the Fire and

Rescue Services commitment to a
greener future by attending an event
held by Transition Chester, a group
of like-minded people who wish to
make a positive impact on our
environment.

The event was held over a
weekend in January and incorporated
debate, workshops, films, fun and
activities on a wide variety of subjects.
These included beekeeping for
beginners, composting your kitchen
waste, recipes for leftovers from
celebrity Chef Antony Worrall
Thompson through the “Love Food
Hate Waste” campaign and even a

� Firefighter Jo Collier and Temp Crew
Manager Billy Lenthall supporting
Transition Chester…and their sign!

� Billy extolling the virtues of beekeeping
to Jo

cycle bike maintenance class to
encourage more people to use that
form of transport.

Transition Chester’s aim is to bring
communities together to focus on the
issues of reducing oil reserves and

climate change and by working
together hopes to create a sustainable
future for all. If you would like to know
more about them and what they do
visit their website at
www.transitiontowns.org

Congleton
cadets come
out on top
During the run up to Remembrance Day in 2009 Congleton
Cadets spent three Saturdays fund raising for the British
Legion selling poppies in the West Heath Shopping Centre
in the town centre.

The fund raising event was part of the Lord Lieutenant of Cheshire’s Cadet Poppy Appeal Competition. The Cadets spent
around seven hours each day collecting in cold and wet weather conditions, but still smiling and their enthusiasm encouraged
many local shoppers to donate money to this worthy cause.

After the monies raised had been given to the British Legion to be counted, the winners of the most amount raised was
announced as the Congelton Cadet Unit. A Congleton Cadet also came first for the individual who raised the most money
and they also won the runner up prize. In February representatives from the Congleton Unit attended a prize giving ceremony
to congratulate them for all their hard work at the Devere Daresbury Park Hotel, including Hannah Booth who won the first
prize individual and Laura Wheelton and Kieran Simpkins who collected the award for the First Cadet Unit.
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World rescue challenge
Warrington firefighters Lee Howells and Adam

McConkey from Blue Watch at Warrington
proved they were world class at a recent event

in Germany.

The pair represented both Cheshire Fire and Rescue
Service and the United Kingdom Rescue Organisation at
the World Rescue Challenge held in the Frankfurt’s main
fire department.

The three day event was focused around two elements
– a road traffic extraction challenge and a trauma
challenge. These involved a number of casualties
suffering the effects of incidents involving everything
from cylinder explosions to trench collapses, The aim was
to fully test the team’s knowledge and skills in dealing
with a variety of injuries.

The competition was of a very high standard and in a
high scoring top ten Lee and Adam performed
outstandingly to finish sixth scoring 279 points out of a
possible 300.

Lee and Adam have now returned equipped with new
knowledge and additional techniques in trauma care
picked up from other teams from around the world. The
two aim to return to future World Rescue Challenges.

� Adam and Lee at the challenge and an RTC scenario.

Runcorn Firefighters and
youth support groups from
the local community have

started work on a ‘Community
Garden’ at the Station.

The initiative is part of the
Service’s commitment to projects
that benefit both the environment
and local people.

The garden, which was worked
on by members of the community,
firefighters and Fire Cadets features
a series of raised beds. These are
interconnected by a network of
wheel chair access pathways that
will contain a mixture of vegetables
to be planted and maintained by
pupils from various local primary
schools. The initial construction
started last year but 2010 will see

the first growing season.

The coming garden season will
also see the beginnings of the wild
flower garden and the installation of
a traversing wall, an all ability
facility, within the team building
area.

Plans are also being made for
converting the grassy verge to the
rear of the Fire Station into a small,
protected, local wildlife habitat,
hopefully including a small wetland
and rockery, shrub and marginal
planting and including fruit trees
and berry bushes.

Runcorn Station Manager Sean
Henshaw said, “This has been a
lovely project that is really helping
to encourage people into the Station
to discover more about the work we

do. The project is also helping to
improve the local environment and
there is something really rewarding
for those involved as they get the
opportunity to eat what they have
grown.”

The garden will be used to
complement wider community
activities to promote sustainability
and biodiversity education.

It is envisaged that this type of
community garden will be
developed on other stations
throughout the county. As such,
following the recent biodiversity
audit at Knutsford Fire Station, one
of the proposals is to develop a
small orchard and a community
garden project.

GOING GREEN

RUNCORN
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THANKS
HENBURY
GUIDES
�I am writing on behalf of 1st
Henbury Guides, to thank the
members of White Watch for
showing us around the Fire Station
in January.

In particular, I would like to thank
Lee Delaney for his presentation
about the Fire Station and the role of
the Fire Service, which was
appropriate to the age group and
covered many of the aspects of the
Guide Fire Safety badge.�
Yours sincerely, Sue Hulley
Guide Leader 1st Henbury Guides

CONGLETON
CREWS
�I write to thank those involved
responding so quickly and efficiently
to the call requesting your
attendance to the burning refuse bin
store at Westholme Close on the
evening of Friday 15 January.

We do thank you for your help
reassurance and care taken to
protect our property.�
Most sincerely, On behalf of Obelisk
House RTM Company Ltd.

LEARNING
LESSONS
�Thank you very much for allowing
so many Entry Level groups (Life
Skills Group 1, Life Skills Group 2,
Art & Media, Hair & Beauty 1, Hair &
Beauty 2, Practical Skills, Hospitality
& Catering, Business & IT) from
South Cheshire College to visit your
Fire Station.

The students (and staff) will have
learnt a great deal from the
experience.�
Thank you, Jonathan White,
Lecturer, South Cheshire College

Firefighters made a dramatic
rescue after a man phoned 999
to say he was trapped inside a

blazing building.

The incident happened just after
8pm on Thursday 11 February in a
disused warehouse in Macclesfield.

Crews from Macclesfield and
Bollington were quickly on the scene.
They used cutting equipment to gain
access to the four storey rambling
building and then searched for the
man, who was still talking to Control
Watch Manager Steve Murphy.

Firefighters searched the 80 x 20
metre ground floor space which had
smoke seeping from all windows and
doors along its length. Crew Manager
Dave Ward and Firefighter Peter Nield
from Macclesfield Station located the
casualty close to the fire. He was
curled up in a store room, still with his
phone in his hand.

They carried him to safety and the

awaiting ambulance. The casualty was
conveyed to hospital suffering from
smoke inhalation.

Macclesfield Station Watch
Manager, Paul Janion, said: “During his
rescue the man remained on his phone
and was talking to our control operator
throughout his ordeal. This contact
with our operators was a major
contributing factor to his successful
rescue. It also gave him comfort to
know we were on our way.

“The incident was a good example
of using information gained by control
to assist in a successful rescue and it
was a team effort which saved this
man’s life.”

Fire Resilience and Programme
Manager Lyndon Loweth said: "This
incident has not only highlighted the
professionalism of control operators
and fire crews but is also an excellent
example of how different parts of the
Service work together to save life.”

Team work saves
life in building fire

Another life for Belle
the cat
Five-year-old pedigree cat Belle was left
hanging by her tail from the trellis after
attempting to jump over. The problem was
caused by the branch of a tree enmeshed in
the tail of the hairy three-legged cat, causing it
to be suspended from a high fence

A neighbour alerted her owner Bridget Jones
after spotting Belle’s predicament but despite
frantic efforts and several scratches later, Belle
was still stuck.

“My neighbour said you’ll have to phone the Fire and Rescue Service. I was so
embarrassed,” said Bridget. When Chester’s Blue Watch arrived at the scene
Firefighters Jim Payne, Jim Morris and Stu Morrison, all wearing protective gloves,
managed to extricate the distraught feline.

Belle soon got over the ordeal and immediately ran inside. Bridget, who also
has three other cats, explained that previously Belle had her leg amputated after
getting injured while accidentally locked in a neighbor’s shed for six weeks.

“She must have about 20 lives,” added Bridget.

� Belle and owner Bridget
thank the firefighters from
Blue Watch.
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IN
THE

Warrington resident, Bill
Ravenscroft, is the current Chair of
the Fire Authority’s Standards
Committee. He has taken time out
to speak to Alert about the role of
the group and how he got involved
with it.

“I first got involved with the
committee back in 2001,” explained
Bill, “I applied to be a member after
seeing advert in my local paper I
thought at the time it looked an
interesting role.”

By law, every local authority,
including Fire and Police Authorities,
must have a Standards Committee.
Standards Committees have a number
of statutory functions. They include:

• Promoting and maintaining high
standards of conduct of Authority
members

• Adopting and maintaining a Code of
Conduct for members

• Considering any complaints that a
member's conduct has breached

the standards set out in the Code -
and, if so, determining what
sanctions should be applied to such
a member.

Bill added, “In short, Standards
Committees have a critical role to play
in maintaining public confidence in the
integrity of local politicians and local
democracy. We do this by promoting
high standards of conduct and
ensuring that the standards set out in
the Code are properly understood and
applied in practice.”

Complaints may come from other
Authority members, from staff or from
the public. They should be directed to
the Authority's Monitoring Officer who
will refer them on, as necessary, to the
Standards Committee.

“In addition to its statutory
functions we also have a responsibility
to monitor and review the Authority's
compliance with its Corporate
Governance obligations – which
basically means checking that it is
doing the right things in the right way

in a timely and accountable manner.”
said Bill.

The Standards Committee has a
total of nine members. Six are
members of the Authority and three
are 'independents'. By law, at least
25% of the membership, including the
Committee's Chair, must be
independent.

They meet five times a year at the
Service’s headquarters. The meetings
are all generally open to the public.

Bill’s career spans a range of
specialist and general management
roles in the electricity supply industry,
local government and the NHS. In
addition to his current role as Chair of
the Fire Authority’s Standards
Committee, Bill is an independent
member of Warrington Borough
Council’s Standards Committee, Chair
of Warrington’s Learning Disability
Partnership Board, a trustee of St
Joseph’s Family Centre and a local
magistrate.

Standards Committee
Chair Bill Ravenscroft

Wilmslow visit Lacey Green School
Red Watch at Wilmslow recently visited Lacey Green Primary School to help promote Home Safety Assessments.
The idea was to let all the pupils take a letter home to give to their parents and guardians to help highlight and
promote free home safety assessments to assist the Watch in achieving 70% saturation in the target ward.

After consulting with the Head Teacher Mrs Dooley and the
Deputy Head Mr Shaw, Red Watch were given permission to visit the
school to give out the letters and then give the pupils a tour of the
appliance. Each child was also given a Home Safety leaflet to take
home and read to help deliver the message of just how important
smoke alarms are.

Mrs Dooley expressed how happy she was with this initiative.
Firefighter Simon Bullock expressed his thanks to the teachers of the
school for taking time out to help get the information out to pupils.
Simon said: “It’s great to see such a positive response from a local
school which will forge stronger community links between the
Service, the school and the parents or guardians of the children”.
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The past 12 months have really
flown by and while it has been a
steep learning curve, I now feel
a real part of the ‘Cheshire Fire
and Rescue Service family’.

That sense of family and team
spirit was really brought home to
me when I joined in our fantastic
Cheshire Safety Day. To see staff
from all departments working side
by side to protect our local
communities was a real testament
to the obvious sense of pride
which exists across our
organisation.

To complete over 1,600 Home
Safety Assessments in day is a
phenomenal achievement and
something which I doubt any other
fire and rescue service in the
country could have achieved.

But from the 10 HSAs which I
helped to complete during the day,
I know it is the advice and smoke
alarms we provide rather than any
target which really matters.

Having again completed over
60,000 HSAs in a year, we have
now visited over half of all the
homes in Cheshire.

There’s no doubt this has saved
many lives and properties and as I
complete my first year as Chair of
the Authority, I can tell you I am
really proud to be helping to lead a
Service which has such a positive
impact on the lives of so many
people.

from

The ChairCheshire cheese
rolling champs!
When Red Watch Chester were invited for a ‘cheese roll’ they

perhaps in hindsight too hastily said “yes”, as it was then revealed
the crew had just agreed to partake in the annual Chester Cheese-

Rolling Race… and with just an hour’s notice!

The competition was stiff, with winners for the last five years ‘The Cheese
Shop’, down as firm favourites. But with surprisingly little experience in the sport
of relay cheese rolling, four members of the Watch, firefighters Billy Lenthall, Colin
Tunstall, Jo Collier and Steve Campbell bravely stepped forth.

After successfully beating ‘Cheshire West and Chester Council’ in the first round
and the ‘Cheese Makers’ in the semi finals, it was with great anticipation that the
Watch entered the final against their new found nemesis ‘The Cheese Shop’. The
race started well with Billy Lenthall leading the way followed by Steve Campbell,
who on the return trip incurred a 10 second penalty for confusing his tomato with
a pepperoni (long story!), Jo Collier was next and it was then down to Colin
Tunstall to bring home the bacon, sorry - bring home the cheese!

After a lot of physical tussling around the course, and even a valiant dive for
the finish by Colin, it went to a judges decision and even though there was a
strong crowd support for the fire crews to win - it was decided that ‘The Cheese
Shop’ had won it yet again! But it wasn’t all a complete loss, as while the racing
was going on the non-cheesy members of the Watch took the opportunity to
inform the public of the up coming Cheshire Safety Day - and there’s always time
to practise for next year!

� FF Billy Lenthall leaving the competition for dust and the prize winners.

Congleton car boot
Congleton crews attended a local car boot sale as part of road safety week.
They booked a stall in a prominent position and with the help of PCSO Julia
Short and an array of leaflets and freebies accosted as many car booters as
possible.

Particular emphasis was placed on offering advice on impaired driving. Young
drivers were offered the
opportunity to navigate a
marked course on a section of
car park whilst wearing the
‘beer goggles’.

Firefighter Paul Johnson
partnered the volunteers
offering advice as they tackled
the dreaded traffic cones. All
the young people made it back
in one piece with no serious
injuries to any traffic cones!
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Cheshire S
a blazing

Staff smashed their target of achieving 1,000 Home
Safety Assessments in a day by more than 600.

The aim of Cheshire Safety Day was to visit 1,000
homes across Cheshire in a bid to promote fire safety and
highlight the work of the Service.

Firefighters and staff from across the organisation joined
forces with partner organisations, sporting celebrities and
politicians in their mission to deliver potentially life saving
equipment and advice to local people. Their enthusiasm
and commitment resulted in the delivery of a magnificent
1,664 assessments.

Deputy Chief Fire Officer Mark Cashin said, “We are one
of the country’s leading Fire and Rescue Services in terms
of our fire safety and prevention work and events such as
Cheshire Safety Day highlight why that is. When we first put
forward the idea of Cheshire Safety Day the proposed
target of carrying out 1,000 Home Safety Assessments in a
single day seemed like an almost impossible challenge.



Safety Day
success!
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“To have hit that target with something to spare is a
tribute to the hard work and commitment of everyone who
has been involved in the event. It was a truly exceptional
team effort and shows the dedicated community spirit of
everyone connected with the Service – from frontline
firefighters and advocates to volunteers, support staff,
Members and our regular partners.”

Cllr David Topping, Chair of Cheshire Fire Authority who
himself took part in delivering HSAs on the day added, “It
was a real pleasure to take part in such an exciting initiative.
The Service’s community safety work and the impact it is
having on saving lives is truly inspirational.

“Having people from all across our organisation working
together clearly demonstrates how we all have the same
objective – protecting the local communities we serve. And
it just shows what our ‘Team Cheshire’ can achieve when
we set our minds to it. “Once again, a massive ‘thank you’
to everyone for your hard work on the day and for your
planning and organisation of events and activities
beforehand.”



12alert april • 2010

IN BRIEF
FIRE
FIGHTERS
CHARITY
The Fire Fighters Charity benefited
to the tune of £146 raised by a
Christmas raffle held at
Headquarters by HQ Sports and
Welfare during their annual Xmas
lunch.

WIDNES
VISIT
OAKFIELD
At the beginning of February, Blue
Watch from Widnes attended
Oakfield Primary School to meet the
reception class. The crew gave fire
safety information to 30 children
aged between five and six. The
children then braved the cold
weather to have a tour of the fire
appliance and all had the chance to
squirt some water.

CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATION
The Volunteer Christmas
Celebration was held in December
at the Macdonald Portal Hotel,
Tarporley to recognise the
contribution of our volunteers.

The evening involved presentations
on the different roles available to
volunteers and an announcement
on the forthcoming launch of the
Post Fire Support Team. During the
evening guests were invited to the
Blackjack tables where the top
three scores won fantastic prizes
donated by Oulton Park, Chester
Races and Manchester City FC.

Praise for firefighters
Firefighters successfully

contained a major fire
in Crewe and stop it

spreading to nearby homes.

North Ward Working Men’s
Club in Crewe was destroyed
when a fire ripped through the
building on February 5. At the
height of the blaze there were
seven fire appliances and a
Hydraulic Platform on the
scene. Firefighters battled
through the night to save the disused
building at the junction of Hall O’Shaw
and Richmond Road and protect the
surrounding properties.

Alex Waller, Unitary Performance
Manager for Cheshire East said, “The
firefighters involved did a fantastic job
containing this fire and preventing it
from spreading to the surrounding
buildings which were just metres away.
If it had not been for the crews’ high

levels of professionalism and expertise
this incident could have been so much
worse.”

His praise is echoed by local
resident Kimberly Jones, whose
bungalow was close to the fire. She
said, “I have nothing but good things
to say about them. I cannot praise
them enough. These are very brave,
special people who have saved my
home.”

Knutsford play host to
senior citizens
Firefighters at the newly refurbished Knutsford Fire Station played host
recently to 20 Senior Citizens.

This event was organised by Watch Manager John Barber from Knutsford
Community Fire Station and Mrs Margaret Timpson from the Senior Citizens Club.

It was attended by residents lived in the Over Ward area of Knutsford in
Community Housing owned by either Peaks and Plains or Great Places.

John said: "The event proved very successful and everyone seemed to have a
good time.

"We put on the lunch to celebrate both the opening of the community room
following it's refurbishment and also to highlight community links with regard to
housing and home fire safety and to emphasise the excellent community work
being undertaken by Station personnel."
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After months of preparation and hard work
Fire Cadets from Runcorn and Frodsham
visited Merseyside Fire and Rescue Service’s

headquarters for an opportunity to use the real fire
training rig at their development academy.

It was an exciting opportunity for the Cadets to put
into practice the knowledge they have gained from
standard drills. It was also a chance to experience the
work done by another fire and rescue service.

Andy Hughes the Lead Cadet Instructor at Runcorn
added, “By working closely with other Fire and Rescue
Services we hope to give our Cadets the chance to
exchange knowledge and skills and also to develop
working relationships with others. Giving them the
chance to experience real fire situations helps to build
their confidence and character.”

Cadets get a taste of real
firefighting!

� Cadets fighting the fire and making most of the facilities at
Merseyside.

During their visit the Cadets had to deal with a fire
resulting in a 40ft plume of smoke.

Runcorn Cadet Instructor Martin Webster said about
the day’s event: “Even standing about 50 metres away the
heat was intense, so to be as close as the Cadets were
would be quite scary. However, all the Cadet leaders
present were very impressed with the performances of their
Cadets - a 40ft raging inferno did not phase them at all.”

Respect graduation report
It has been a successful term for the RESPECT team with
eight of their groups successfully graduating from the
course.

Young people from across Cheshire took part in the challenging
nine–week course that aims to equip them with the skills and
knowledge necessary to help them make positive choices in their
lives.

The course is run in partnership with other agencies such as the
Police, Connexions and HM Prison service. It involves the young
people spending a day each week at a station. They then take part
in a variety of disciplined and structured sessions as well as more
informal activities.

Some of the activities have included firefighter training, road
safety initiatives, first aid training, water safety as well as drugs
crime and alcohol awareness sessions.

Peer mentors, who are previous successful students, were also
on hand to offer support to those young people taking part.

In total, 76 young people from have successfully graduated from
Warrington, Birchwood, Winsford, Ellesmere Port, Crewe,
Macclesfield, Runcorn and Congleton.

The RESPECT co-ordinators would like to thank all the
firefighters and staff who have supported the RESPECT teams.

� Ellesmere Port’s RESPECT team at their graduation their
graduation ceremony.

Do you have any comments or suggestions for
future editions of the Alert? If so call the Service’s
Corporate Communications team on 01606 868786
or email chris.blackham@cheshirefire.gov.uk

BeAlert!
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Hannah steps out
with Blue Watch
Hannah Bargery recently

took over the reins as the
reporting fire

correspondent for the
Warrington Guardian newspaper.

To help get Hannah acquainted
with her new role, Blue Watch in
Birchwood invited Hannah to
spend the day with them. She
was duly kitted out and joined the
watch on parade and after
assisting with the daily equipment
checks, Hannah was give a full tour
of the fire appliance, learning what
all the equipment was used for.

Then it was on to the Breathing

Apparatus (BA) with Hannah
experiencing what it was like to
wear a set and take part in a
simple exercise, where she was
shown the famous ‘BA shuffle’
describing it as a ‘crazy dance’!

Hannah was then shown some
road traffic collision extrication skills
after which she she enthusiastically
took part in a roof removal
exercise, using the cutters like a
true professional. Hannah was
also shown how crews carry out a
Home Safety Assessments and
given an insight into Key Stage 2
visits to local schools. � Hannah with the crew and trying on the BA set.

First of its kind
A new Prince’s Trust Team began
work at the end of January and has
the accolade of being the first team
ever to run out of Mid Cheshire
College at the Verdin Centre in
Winsford.

The team is made up of 14 young
people, 13 of which are under 19
years of age. This is the first team to
be run in Winsford for some time.
Those involved in the course are not
currently involved in training, education
or employment, which is a key target
group for the Prince’s Trust.

Connexions and other local
agencies have worked very closely
with team leaders, John Walkey and
Jennie Riding, to make sure that team
14 is a resounding success.

John commented: “Without our
local partners we would struggle to
deliver the excellent course, so special
thanks must go to the local
Connexions team in Winsford who
helped recruit the young people who
are now attending the twelve week
course”.

Astmoor
Charity
Car Wash
On Saturday 6 February, Green
Watch from Runcorn visited their
“Phoenix Project” school Astmoor
Primary to take part in a “Charity
Car Wash Event” organised by the
“Friends of Astmoor”.

After a good humoured and well
supported day, they raised almost
£100 to be donated to a charity still to
be decided by the committee. This
was a particularly sterling effort for the
volunteers as the event clashed with
the Merseyside derby between
Liverpool and Everton (1-0 final score).

� Crew Manager Doodson and Firefighters
Mainwaring and MacIntyre get “stuck
in”.

� Team Photo taken at Winsford Fire
Station after a tour of the Station.

� Drive Survive Picture with a PTT Team
member.

� At Macclesfield Fire Station with
Team members Cara Washburn
and Christopher Hooper.
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THANKS
MEMORABLE
CHESTER
VISIT
�Dear Sir - we would like to thank
you and the staff of White Watch for
their kindness in giving Simon Parr a
most memorable visit to the Station
in particular Watch Manager Chris
Rodaway and Firefighter Mark Tabor.
WM Rodaway cannot be praised
enough as Simon, who has severe
learning difficulties, was made to feel
so welcome and did not stop talking
about his visit until he went home.

I would again thank you and your
staff for the kindness shown to
Simon.�
Yours sincerely, Mr & Mrs Fowler

ALSAGER
RESIDENT
�Dear Sir - Could you please say a
big “thank you” to Advocate Sean
McCormick for all the help and
advice he gave us, “what a nice
man.�
Yours faithfully, P Hammond

The letter was also accompanied by
a cheque for £10 for The Fire
Fighters Charity.

MACCLESFIELD
PRAISE
�Dear Sir - I should like to express
my appreciation to the teams that
came out to our house on Friday
night / Saturday morning to attend
to the smoke alarm and
subsequently replace it. Both teams
were courteous and very helpful at a
difficult time for us.

I am very grateful to them.�
Yours sincerely,

E Kingdom, Macclesfield

THINK, DRIVE,
SURVIVECheshire Fire Authority Chair,

Cllr David Topping,
has recently attended the

rebranding of the ‘Drive Survive’
initiative to the new ‘Think, Drive, Survive’.

Cllr Topping spoke at length with some of the students attending. Afterwards
he said, “This is a highly professional event which is designed to emphasise the
choices each one of us makes when getting on the road on either four or two
wheels. Such choices will inevitably affect the journey and, wrongly chosen, could
result in death or serious injury to the driver, passengers or others.

“This is not a fun course. It is hard hitting and based on the real world.
However, it is delivered positively using effective film and video footage and is
thought provoking and moving throughout. I defy anyone who has attended not
to admit to being a safer driver as a result. It makes me think, even weeks
afterwards and I encourage any road user to make an effort to attend.”

This course is designed for 16 -25 year olds and has been running in various
forms for almost 10 years. Over 12,000 young people have benefited from
attending.

Accurate and meaningful evaluation of Road Safety initiatives is notoriously
difficult, however there is no greater example of the success of ‘Think, Drive,
Survive’ than the evidence gathered by Crew Manager, Stu Guy.

Stu explained: “A Runcorn fire appliance attended an incident involving two
vehicles on the A56. One of the vehicles was very heavily damaged and
contained four young people. Thankfully they walked away with only minor
injuries. When firefighters asked them about whether they had been wearing
seatbelts their reply was ‘Yes, we always wear seatbelts after going to Drive
Survive a couple of years ago’. In my experience these young people were saved
from serious injury or probably even worse, by a decision they made because the
attended Drive Survive.”

� Think Drive Survive team and CFA Chair

THANK YOU TO RUNCORN
�Hello, Last Thursday in Delph Lane, Daresbury, I managed to get my car stuck
while trying to get up my drive. After almost an hour of digging, reversing and
skidding, the car slid across the lane completely blocking it off. I couldn’t shift it
and was just about to call the Police to tell them the lane was blocked when four
members of Red Watch came across the humpback bridge, seemingly out of
nowhere, and set about getting the car off the road and up the drive.

They were absolutely brilliant and are a credit to the Fire and Rescue Service.
Would you please pass on my thanks to them again.�
Yours sincerely, E Kingdom, Macclesfield
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Cadets fund raise in
Delamere
Two charities – Crimestoppers and The Fire

Fighters Charity - are set to benefit from the
hard work of Cheshire’s Fire Cadets.

During three weekends leading up to Christmas the
Cadets helped thousands of families to choose and
wrap their trees and carried them safely to the
purchasers’ cars while other Cadets were seen expertly
controlling the flow of vehicles in the car parking area.
They raised almost £1,500 in the process.

Crimestoppers Committee Chair, Colin Brown,
commented, “The Cheshire Committee is very grateful
to the Cadets. We enjoy a superb working partnership
with the Service and we are delighted to be nominated
as one of their charities of choice. We are indebted to
the Cadets and Officers for all their hard work.”

� Andy Garner with Frodsham Cadets fundraising in Delamere.

Warrington Community Fire
Protection team has joined
forces with the Cheshire and

Warrington Economic Alliance to take
part in an exciting new climate change
initiative aimed at Warrington businesses.

The CWEA are working to raise awareness
on how climate change could affect local
businesses and are encouraging them to consider

what impact issues
such as flooding,
heat waves and high
winds could have on
their business. In
addition, businesses are
being asked to look at
how they can reduce
their carbon emissions to
prevent more climate
change in the future.

Warrington
Community Fire
Protection Manager
Station Manager Kevin
Massey said: “We saw a
real opportunity to

support the CWEA with the initiative by adding a
section on climate change into each Fire Safety Audit.

Our
Officers
are already on
site dealing with a
person responsible so it is a perfect opportunity to
discuss the important issue of climate change.
Businesses are provided with a support leaflet and are
being asked to complete a questionnaire – the results of
which we can then feed back to CWEA. The pilot was
started in February and runs through to the end of
March.

“We are really excited to be part of such an important
initiative and so far the quality of feedback we have
received has been excellent”.

Climate change pilot
Many thanks to Cadets from the following units who contributed to collecting the grand total - Crewe, Sir William Stanier

School Cadets, West Cheshire College Cadets, Widnes, Warrington Wolves Cadets, Frodsham, Sandbach, Birchwood,
Audlem, Nantwich, Middlewich and Holmes Chapel.
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Knutsford winter animal rescues
Due to the icy and snowy

conditions over the Christmas
period and early January

Knutsford fire crews have been
called out to some interesting and
very rewarding animal rescues.

‘Raven’ the Dog, Tatton Park

It all started on the afternoon of Friday
18 December. Crews were called to
rescue ‘Raven’, a Chocolate Labrador
who was stuck in water in Tatton Park.
The dog had fallen through ice in a
small fishing pond.

Once there crews found two adults
and two very upset children who were
watching their dog struggling in the
middle of the icy pond. The crew
quickly inflated the rescue sled while
Steve Buckley prepared himself to go
in the sled over the pond.

Steve paddled towards the
whimpering dog using the paddles to
break the ice. Raven leapt into Steve’s
arms as he approached and the pair
were pulled back by the crew.

Once on very firm ground the dog
was greeted by the very relieved
owners, and then quickly taken into
the back of the waiting RSPCA van to
be warmed up by being placed into a
heated cage.

‘Faye’ the Duck, The Moor pond,
Knutsford

While crews were still at Tatton Park
with Labrador Raven, the RSPCA
officer mentioned an Aylesbury duck
being stuck on the ice in The Moor
Pond, Knutsford and asked if there
was any chance the crew could use
the sled to rescue him. This call for
help was replicated moments later
when the pump received a call from
the Fire Station alerting crews to the
situation and warning that some
members of the public were discussing
going out onto the ice to save it.

Once again, firefighter Steve
Buckley, who was already kitted up

after the previous rescue, took to the
water to rescue another beast in need.
He completed his mission in front of
more than 50 onlookers, managing to
bring Faye back to safety of the waiting
RSPCA officers.

Buster the Dog, Trentabank
Reservoir, Macclesfield

On December 27 the crews
successfully rescued ‘Buster’ the dog
from the freezing waters of Trentabank
Reservoir.

Buster had been in the water for
an hour when Temporary Crew
Manager Andy Horne reached him.
Andy had made his way through the
ice, lying flat on his stomach on the
sled and pulling himself along
smashing through the ice with his
gloved hands.

Thirsty cows in Tabley

On the early afternoon of Sunday 10
January a distressed farmer phoned
Knutsford Fire Station and asked for
assistance as his dairy cattle hadn’t
had water for three days due to the
extremely cold weather freezing the
water pipes and the fact that he was
unable to walk at the time due to
having a crushed foot.

An appliance was sent to the farm
in Tabley. On arrival at the farm, crews
were greeted by the farmer on
crutches and his daughter who
showed where the water was needed.
The hydrant which was situated
outside the farm was identified and

several large troughs were filled for the
herd of nearly 200 dairy cattle.

While crews were providing the water
supply much to their amazement the
farmer’s daughter delivered a bull calf.

The Fire Fighters Charity is here
for all fire service personnel
during their times of need,
providing vital support services
across the UK for the whole fire
community. But it costs over £9
million every year to keep the
Charity running, and with no
Government funding, we are
completely reliant upon
donations.

Please help to continue
providing crucial support services
to the fire community by
becoming a regular donor. £5 a
month probably won’t make
much difference to you, but your
support would make all the
difference to a member of the fire
community in need.

To sign-up to become a regular
donor, please complete a Regular
Giving Form available from Kate
Griffiths, Level 6, Belvedere,
Basing View, Basingstoke RG21
4HG or call Kate on 01256
366566.

Support
The Fire
Fighters
Charity



Farewells
FF Tristan Jones Wilmslow 5 Dec 3 yrs

Anne-Marie Mounfield Chester 10 Dec 2 yrs 1 mth

FF Heather Jackson H Chapel 31 Dec 5 yrs 6 mths

CM Peter Hollingsworth Frodsham 31 Jan 13 yrs 8 mths

Leavers

FF Gerard Seils Ellesmere Port 4 Dec 30 yrs

SM Tony Snelson SHQ 10 Dec 16 yrs 9 mths

FF Guy Burdett Warrington 12 Dec 30 yrs

FF Philip Marsh Widnes 21 Dec 32 yrs

FF Thomas Staley Middlewich 31 Dec 30 yrs 9 mths

WM Brian Tuohy Crewe CFP 3 Feb 25 yrs 1 mths

Susan Yates Ellesmere Port 5 Jan 20 yrs

FF John Webster Knutsford 10 Jan 31 yrs 8mths

FF Martin Scragg Macclesfield 15 Feb 31 yrs 10mths

SM John Noden SHQ 11 Mar 31 yrs

FF Alan Ollier Crewe 13 Mar 31 yrs

Retirements

CM David Howard Warrington 8 Jan 7 yrs 6mths AM John Redmond SHQ 31 Jan 26 yrs 3mths

Transfer
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Arrivals
New starters
JONATHAN MOULD
Jonathan has started in the role of Energy
Efficiency and Carbon Reduction Officer.
Previously he graduated from Leeds
University then had a gap year travelling
abroad before joining us.

MEGAN BOWYER
Megan worked for Barclays Bank for
more than 25 years. She has joined the
Service to provide maternity cover as
Project Manager for the HRIS (Human
Resources Information System) Project.

LISA EDWARDS
Lisa graduated from Liverpool Hope
University in 2006 and has job roles within
housing and youth work. She is now part
of “On the Streets” project within our
Youth Engagement department.

NEIL OSBORNE
Neil has worked for ten years teaching
Cadets adventure training activities. He is
a gradulate from Lancaster University and
works within the Youth Engagement
department with the “On the Streets”
team.

DANIEL RITCHIE
Daniel spent over three years as an IT
Support Technician at UK Fuels in Crewe.
He has now joined CRFS as an ICT
Helpdesk Technician at SHQ.

JAMES TRUSCOTT
James is a recent graduate from the
University of Liverpool and is now a
member of the “On the Streets” team
aimed at tackling anti-social behaviour in
the Halton area.

RACHEL ALLEN
Before joining the Service as a Home
Safety Advisor in Cheshire West and
Chester, Rachel was a teacher of business
and ICT for more than four years. Rachel,
who is from a family of North Wales
firefighters, is based in Chester.

MELISSA BUTLER
Melissa graduated from the University of
Liverpool where she studied physiology
and spend some time in temporary
contracts before being employed as an
ICT Helpdesk Technician at SHQ.

AMY ROBERTS
Amy is a Home Safety Advisor for the
Halton area. She is based at the
Community Safety Department in Widnes.
Amy was a Fire Cadet at Widnes for four
years. She still continues to be an
Outreach Worker with Merseyside Fire and
Rescue Service.
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CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS
Photographed are retired Deputy Chief Fire Officer Keith
Newnes and Mrs Newnes, current Chief Fire Officer Paul
Hancock and former Chief Fire Officer Denis Davis and Mrs
Davis celebrating at the Retired Members Christmas
Celebration.

Santa with his little helpers, Julia Morrison, Judi Boardman,
Chris Blackham , Linda Jones and Sharon Langer
recuperating after the HQ Sports & Welfare Children’s Xmas
party where a record 36 children enjoyed an evening of play,
food and presents.

‘Smile’ for Macclesfield Town Centre
Photographs of staff at

Macclesfield Fire Station are
helping to brighten up and

promote their town.

Cheshire East Regeneration Team
approached the Station and asked if
staff would mind having their pictures
taken and displayed on the front of
empty shops. The plan was to make
the town centre more appealing to
visitors.

Staff agreed and are now delighted
with the results of this partnership
initiative that also involved pictures of
fellow emergency service professionals
from the police and ambulance
service.

� Firefighter Helena Gowler on the right

� Firefighter Ian Moore

� Advocate Julie Cooper and Admin
Assistant Rachel Tideswell

� Firefighter Jim Rowley

Visit to Ditton Early Years Centre
January saw Blue Watch from Widnes visit one of
the larger nurseries in the area with over 100 pre-
school children to deliver home safety information
to them and the staff of Ditton Early Years Centre.

The children enjoyed having the firefighters visit,
joining in role playing and reading all about Francis the
Firefly, the dangers of playing with fire and the sing
along joining in nursery rhymes about Firefighters
going to a shout. This gave the staff at the Centre the
opportunity to work closely to deliver the safety
message and to ensure that the children received
information to take home to their parents.
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Sport & Welfare

SPORT & WELFARE • SPORT & WELFARE • SPORT &

Stuart Devereux who works at SHQ ER Resilience Unit took part in the ‘Hell
Run’ last November through Delamere Forest raising over £300 for The Fire
Fighters Charity.

This is an annual event and is a twelve mile trail run through the forest taking a
route up streams, down dips and through bogs. Stuart said, “Many thanks to all
who sponsored me.

“This was a well organised team spirited event with over 1500 runners tackling
and helping each other through the course. A period of heavy rain right up to the
start of the event ensured the bogs were topped up much to the organisers
delight but that just added to the atmosphere.”

Stuart has entered another event in March, the ‘Cumbria Commotion’ involving
a trail run, mountain bike and kayak course to support the Children’s Cancer
Charity CLiC Sargent. If anyone would like to sponsor him please contact him on
stuart.devereux@cheshirefire.gov.uk

� Stuart looking a lot cleaner than he did
at the finish of the run!

Shooting section
Christmas clays
Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service Clay Target Club held their Christmas
Shoot at Doveridge Shooting School in Derbyshire.

The group, which included members of support and operational staff, retired
members and their families, shot some challenging clays over mixed terrain on
the day. The shooting ground offers clay shooting facilities which are second to
none so the competition was fierce. The last time the group shot at this venue
was the World Firefighter Games so the day brought back many memories
especially for the medal winners.

The shoot provided a mixture of simulated game shooting which included
clays to resemble springing teal, mixed pairs and running rabbit shots. All
abilities enjoyed the shooting and there was a tie which saw a shoot off for first
and second place in the Seniors section which was won by Steve Crick.

The ladies section saw Chris Blackham from the Corporate Communications
Department at Headquarters take home the first prize and Leo Hawkins won the
novice section. There were three sections and the winners were:

Seniors - 1st – Steve Crick, 2nd – Roger Morris, 3rd – James Woodward
Novice Winner - Leo Hawkins
Ladies - 1st – Chris Blackham, 2nd – Helen Crick, 3rd – Joyce Hawkins

� Trading stories after a busy morning’s shoot.

Stuart completes
the “hell run”

GYM COURSE
KNOWLEDGE
Over a two week period Birchwood
Firefighter Gareth Evans and Mike
Wyman from Knutsford attended a
Level Two Gym Instructors course at
Cheshire Police HQ in Winsford.

The course was set up to train a
number of police staff to become ‘Fitness
Champions’, and the firefighters were
invited along to try to extend this initiative
to their Watchs to have a positive influence
on operational staff and to bring back best
practice. The course content was quite
demanding, with a lot of physiology and
biomechanical information included on the
first day. At the end of the two weeks
course, however, after lots of practical
assessments, course work and a final
exam all successfully passed.

� The successful graduates


