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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CLOSURE OF ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE held on 
Wednesday 24 June 2009 at Fire Service Headquarters, Winsford at 10.00 a.m. 
 
PRESENT: Councillors G Smith (Chair for the meeting), P Booher (Part), G Merry, R 
Polhill, L Redhead and J Weatherill  
 
APOLOGIES: Councillors D Topping, J Crockatt and R Fletcher 
 
1 PROCEDURAL MATTERS 
 
  RESOLVED: 
 
 That the membership of the Committee, as agreed by the Fire Authority on 03 April 

2009 and confirmed below be noted. 
 
 
 Conservative        Labour          Liberal Democrat 
 

J Crockatt 
G Merry 
G Smith 
D Topping 
J Weatherill 
 

P Booher 
J Joyce 
R Polhill 

R Fletcher 
L Redhead 

 
2 2008/09 DRAFT FINAL ACCOUNTS  
 
 The Treasurer presented Members with the key components of the draft Statement 

of Accounts for 2008-09. 
  

The draft accounts consisted of the Statement of Responsibilities for the Statement 
of Accounts, the Statement of Accounting Policies, the Annual Governance 
Statement and the Core Financial Statements. The Statement of Accounts included 
a summary of the revenue account in the form recommended by the Chartered 
Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA), in its Best Value Accounting 
Code of Practice. 

 
 The Treasurer highlighted a number areas in the Draft Accounts and it was 

identified that there had been an under spend of £103k against the revenue budget 
of £40.747m. Members were advised that in previous years the Authority had 
reported an under spend against its revenue budgets as a result of the time lag 
between Firefighters retiring and replacements being trained and becoming 
competent Firefighters. However, the retirement profile had plateaued and the staff-
related under spends of previous years were unlikely to be repeated.   
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Members were advised that the Authority funded a capital programme of £2.7m in 
2008-09 which comprised of schemes brought forward from previous years and 
new capital schemes including a £700k investment in the operational fleet. The 
current economic climate had impacted on the supplier market, particularly in 
relation to vehicles and as a result, only £1.6m of the £2.7m had actually been 
spent. The remaining balance of £1.1m would be carried forward and the remaining 
schemes be delivered in 2009-10.  
 
Members also noted that in 2008-09 the Authority set its Council Tax increase at 
2.8% which was amongst the lowest of all Fire Authorities in England. This followed 
an increase of 1.5% in 2007-08 which was the lowest of any precepting Authority in 
the Country. It was anticipated that the current economic climate would have a 
significant effect on public sector finances which would become apparent in the next 
Comprehensive Spending Review, effective from 2010-2011. It was noted that the 
Authority had a well developed Medium Term Financial Plan and had made some 
cautious assumptions regarding future grant settlements from Government with the 
objective of ensuring that a quality, value for money service would be provided to its 
stakeholders, whilst recognising the impact that Council Tax increases would have 
on local taxpayers. 
 
The Treasurer’s presentation included detailed examination of the notes to the 
accounts. A number of queries were raised by Members following the presentation 
to which the Officers responded. 
 

 Members were satisfied with the accounts. The Chair requested a recorded vote in 
approving the accounts, the vote was unanimous. The Chair signed them to signify 
the Authority’s approval. Members also noted that the accounts would be submitted 
to the Auditors directly after the Committee. 

 
  

RESOLVED: That 
 
 [1]  the 2008-09 draft accounts be approved. 

 
 

 

 
  


