
www.cheshirefire.gov.uk

Cheshire Fire & Rescue Headquarters
Winsford  Cheshire  CW7 2FQ

t: 01606 868700  f: 01606 868712
www.cheshirefire.gov.uk

Tuesday 6th November 2012

Venue

Crewe Hall 
Crewe  Cheshire  CW1 6UZ

Key Partners:

Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service is consistently seen as
one of the best performing fire and rescue services in the
country.  We pride ourselves on our successful
partnerships and have already delivered three national
fire safety conferences – Heritage under Fire (protection
of historic buildings), 5 Star Fire Safety (safe evacuation
of disabled guests from hotels) and Training with fx
(bridging the training gap using simulated
environments)

The Institution of Fire Engineers upholds
professional standards within all public and
private fire sectors by offering assessment of
knowledge, experience and development and
engages with major stakeholders to offer
international conferences, identify and
promote good practice and enhance technical
networks worldwide.

Booking Form

Name ..................................................................................................

Position ..................................................................................................

Address ..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

.......................................... Postcode ................................

Tel ..................................................................................................

Fax ..................................................................................................

Email ..................................................................................................

Dietary / Accessibility requirements

Delegate Fee:   ® IFE - £90+VAT       ® Non IFE - £120+VAT

IFE membership number

Invoice: Please supply PO number

Address: 

Postcode

Credit Card/Cheque: Please tick ®
NB we will contact you on receipt of your booking to process
payment by credit card or give you details of how to pay by
cheque.  Please note that payment by credit card will attract
an additional charge of 2.5%

There will be a free shuttle bus from Crewe Train Station to
Crewe Hall operating from 7:30am - 9:15am and 4:00pm -
5:15pm.  Please indicate if you want to use this service, by
ticking the box: 

Cancellations must be notified in writing and received by
Richard Daly, Events Coordinator at least 14 days before the
event. A refund of the delegate fee will be made after
deduction of a £40 administration fee. It is not possible to
cancel after this deadline. If a delegate is unable to attend it is
possible to send a substitute. Details must be given in writing
to Richard Daly or email: events@cheshirefire.gov.uk. By
submitting this form you are accepting the above terms and
conditions.

5.5 hours CPD 
(The Institution of Fire Engineers)

£90+VAT IFE members

£120+VAT non-members

Trade stand opportunities & sponsorship
available contact: event support team

T: 01606 868768 

CONFERENCE

Exploring the link between
Arson and Mental Health

®



Background to event

Cheshire Fire & Rescue Service’s Arson in Mind
conference will involve key representatives from
fire safety, police, social services and academics.
The Speakers will explore the relationship between
arson and mental health. Delegates will have
opportunity to consider issues such as:

• spectrum of mental health - recognising that it
has significant impact 

• legal framework - who does what and how
individuals are dealt with by the system 

• arsonist profiling  - case studies

• behavioural psychology - understanding the
psychological functions of fire-setting 

• cry for help fires      

• gaps in the system 

• the way forward?  

Who is the event aimed at?

• fire & rescue services

• fire investigators

• health professionals

• police

• forensic insurers

• psychologists

• academics

• probation / prison services

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

9.00am Registration and Coffee

9.30am Welcome and Opening Address
Paul Hancock, Chief Fire Officer, Cheshire Fire and
Rescue Service.
High-lighting fire investigation and arson reduction
activities carried out by fire and rescue services and
stressing the importance of inter-agency partnerships in
improving detection and conviction rates where arson
has occurred

9.35am Key Note Speech (Chair) We Need to Talk.....
Stephen Andrews, Lecturer in Forensic Fire
Investigation, University of Central Lancashire.
Looking at the spectrum of mental health and how it
impacts on incidents of arson and forensic fire
investigation

10.00am Arson: Understanding the psychological functions of
fire-setting
Sarah Miller, HPC Registered Forensic Psychologist,
ACPO Behavioural Investigative Advisor

11.00am Refreshment

11.15am Dropping through the gaps
Mike Jones, Geoffrey Hunt & Partners, Forensic Science
Committee.
Presentation focusing on the identification and detection
of arson and how individuals can slip through the system 

12.00noon Processing offenders through the courts
David Evans, CPS Mersey-Cheshire. 
How individuals are dealt with and processed through
the courts (information gathering, testing the evidence
and handled by the court system)

12.45pm Lunch

Morning Session Afternoon Session

1.30pm Exploring the risk of offenders repeat fire-setting
Sarah Miller, HPC Registered Forensic Psychologist,
ACPO Behavioural Investigative Advisor

2.00pm Mental Disorder and the Criminal Justice Pathway 
Gary Smith, Merseycare NHS Trust, Criminal Justice
Mental Health Liaison team
Mental Health Service input & assessment of the
individual through point of arrest, appearance at Court
and on into custody, public protection issues and an
emphasis on good inter-agency co-operation

2.30pm Refreshments

2.45pm Working together to reduce the impact of arson
David Smithson, West Midlands Fire Service (and Chief
Fire Officer Association lead on mental health).
Impact on society and the benefits that a partnership
approach can bring to delivering effective outcomes 

3.30pm Putting it all in perspective
Q & A forum and analysis led by Chair, Stephen
Andrews

4.00pm Chair’s Closing Remarks

(Brief Q&A sessions to follow each presentation)

The course organiser reserves the
right to vary or cancel the

conference where the occasion
necessitates and accepts no liability

if, for whatever reason, the
conference does not take place.


