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What is the Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service?
Cheshire Fire Authority is the public body that is responsible for the provision of fire and
rescue services to the communities of Cheshire. The services are delivered by Cheshire Fire
and Rescue Service.
The Service operates and manages 28 Fire Stations across Cheshire including Chester Fire
Station, where response vehicles are based to deal with incidents ranging from fires, to road
traffic collisions, hazardous material incidents and a wide range of other emergencies.
As well as attending incidents, the Service has a Prevention Department which oversees
community-based work that includes delivering fire safety and health and wellbeing advice
to residents across Cheshire. Part of the work undertaken by the Prevention Department
is to positively engage with young people aged 9-25 through their Cadet Units, RESPECT
programmes and courses run in conjunction with The Princes’ Trust.

Chester Fire Station
There has been a Fire Station on St. Anne Street in one form or another since 1700 when five fire
engines were purchased to protect the City. The current Fire Station was opened in 1971 and includes
a three-storey office and facilities building, six appliance bays, training buildings and a station yard.
It is important that the Fire Authority continues to provide a prominent operational presence in the
area and as such it is proposed to redevelop the current site to meet the modern needs and demands
of the Service.

Since the Fire Station was built there has been a move towards a greater emphasis on fire
prevention and fire protection. The result of changes to the Service and improvements in
technology and community awareness since the Fire Station was opened in the 1970s is that
there are fewer incidents to attend to but a greater commitment to and integration with the
local community.
The Chester Fire Station accommodates Community Safety Managers, Youth Support
Workers, Administrative Staff and Fire Protection Staff & Advocates as well as Fire Fighters
and Fire Fighting Vehicles.
On-site training forms a key part of being able to deliver the necessary levels of service
hence the following training facilities will be provided as part of the re-development:
•
•
•

New training tower – to replace the existing unsuitable brick tower
New BA (Breathing Apparatus) Training Building
RTC (Road Traffic Collision) Training Area

Community involvement is key to being able to deliver a modern and effective service and
as such the new Fire Station will incorporate a Community Room which can be used by the
local and wider communities for various gatherings & meetings.
In addition, a fully accessible and inclusive ‘Changing Places’ washroom facility will also be
incorporated into the new building.
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Key Changes

Changing Places
Accessible Washroom
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Prince’s Trust facilities

The changes to society and the way that incidents are dealt with over the last 40 years mean
that the existing Chester Fire Station no longer meets modern requirements. Differences
between current provision and modern requirements include, but are not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fewer appliance bays are needed - four, rather than six
Fewer staff are located at the Station so less office space is needed
The building, including upper floors need to be accessible to all – the current Fire 		
Station has no lift
Greater space and improved facilities for community engagement are needed
Modern training facilities are needed to enable Fire Fighters to train for incidents
Modern workplace for all staff that complies with current building performance 		
standards
Reducing energy usage - improved thermal performance of building fabric and energy
efficient building services installations

Community Room

Sca
Lan
App
Acc

3
Use
Amo
AMOUNT
Existing Site Plan
The existing three storey Fire Station building no longer provides for effective and efficient
work spaces which meet the current needs of the Service. The uppermost floor is surplus to
requirements and has remained unused for some time. The redevelopment of the site will
ensure that the Service are able to operate out of modern, energy efficient buildings providing
practical and efficient workspaces which meet the modern operational, administrative and
community needs of the Service. In addition, the new buildings will, over the longer term,
contribute to reducing ongoing maintenance costs across the Service. The redevelopment
will involve the complete demolition of the existing Fire Station and the construction of a
new modern, two storey building.

Sca

In addition to the buildings on the site, and following an evaluation of site and the site space
requirements it has been determined that the site, in its current capacity is oversized for the
modern needs of the Service.

Lan

Under Section 24 Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004, fire authorities are deemed Best Value
Authorities as defined in the Local Government Act 1999. Best Value authorities are under
a general duty to “make arrangements to secure continuous improvement in the way in
which its functions are exercised, having regard to a combination of economy, efficiency and
effectiveness. Under this duty authorities are required to consider overall value, including
economic, environmental and social value. Therefore, to align with these requirements, a
decision has been taken to offer the surplus land at the rear of the site, for commercial sale.
The principal changes to the current site occupancy areas are as follows:
•
•
•
•

The current Chester Community Fire Station land is sized at - 5,632 m²
The proposed development occupies - 4,484 m²
The new Fire Station footprint is – 953 m²
The residual land is sized at – 1,148 m²
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Proposed Site Plan
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The proposed development also incorporates a yard of sufficient size for vehicle manoeuvring
and training purposes. The Training Tower and Training Building will be located close to the
western boundary of the site so as to locate the principal training activities away from the
residential properties to the east. The height of the Training Tower has been determined
by the Service to satisfy the specific needs and requirements for training. The Breathing
Apparatus (BA) search building is designed to create a challenging and realistic training
environment for operational fire fighters.
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It is also essential that the Service are able to continue operations from the site, during the
construction process. To facilitate this, a temporary Fire Station will be erected upon the
residual land at the rear of the site. This will ensure uninterrupted operational coverage
during the redevelopment.

Lan

The proposed footprint of the new Fire Station remains similar to that of the current Fire
Station. While part of the current fire station building was felt to be redundant due to the
changes of operating and required resizing to fit the current needs, it was considered that
the presence of the Fire Authority should remain strong in the community.
Internally, the proposed building is comprising of the defined sections – the appliance bays
and the accommodation building. The accommodation is spanning between two floors
occupying the full indicated footprint while the appliance bays are designed to be open plan
single storey spaces up to the soffit of the sloping roof .

App

The public accessible community areas are indicated yellow on the floor plan diagram
shown and are located to the front of the building. The green colour indicates the Service
accommodation required and is spanning between both floors in the accommodation block.
Fire Appliance bays are indicated blue on the plans. This arrangement allows the separation
of potentially sensitive uses from the public and easy access to the Community Rooms.
Proposed Floor Plans
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To allow the Fire Service to continue operations during the construction phase it is necessary
to provide temporary facilities to accommodate both vehicles and operational personnel on
the site. The diagram below shows the basic sequencing of the works.
Th temporary fire station will comprise of two appliance bays along with welfare
accommodation for the operational fire fighting personnel. The building will be completely
removed upon completion of the new fire station.
Temporary Accommodation
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The layout of the buildings on the site is mostly dictated by the operational requirements of
the fire station in order that it can function efficiently, effectively and safely.
The following key factors have influenced the layout of the site and buildings:
•
•
•
•

Sca

Vehicle Movements
Car Parking
Training Areas & Training Structures / Buildings
Sensitivity of existing adjacent land uses (residential)

Vehicle Movements
It is important that emergency service vehicles are able to turn-out swiftly and safely under
emergency conditions and that any turn-out paths do not conflict with the paths of vehicles
returning to or visiting the site. The layout proposed ensures that these paths are adequately
segregated.
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Operational requirements dictate that returning emergency service vehicles must re-enter
the site via the return access road / service yard at the rear, thus allowing vehicles to drive
forwards into the vehicle bays, thus avoiding the need to undertake difficult reversing
manoeuvres back into the appliance bays.

App

Additionally, the rear yard needs to be adequately sized so as to allow vehicles to manoeuvre
effectively and safely during training exercises.
The proposed layout also ensures that the majority of vehicle movements to / from the site
are located away from the residential properties along the eastern boundary.
Proposed Layout
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Car Parking
In addition to the usual operational purpose of the fire station, the station also provides
accommodation for a number of related departments and personnel, namely:
•
•
•
•
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Prevention
Protection
Princes Trust Programme
Chester Fire Station Cadets

This dictates that an adequate amount of secure on-site car parking provision is required.
The number of spaces shown on the drawings have been determined to be adequate for the
needs of the Service.
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In addition, there are a small number of car parking spaces (incl. two accessible parking bays)
provided to the non-secure side for use by visitors.

Training Areas & Training Structures / Buildings
Adequate space is required to permit effective and safe training exercises to take place on
the site, thus the rear yard must be sized accordingly. The Client has provided input from an
operational / training perspective, throughout the design process which has informed the
provision shown on the plans.
Two above ground training facilities are also proposed, a single storey BA (Breathing
Apparatus) Training Building and a four storey open structure, Training Tower. The proposed
layout ensures that these are positioned as far away from the residential properties as is
practical. Again, the Client has provided input from an operational / training perspective,
throughout the design process which has informed the provision shown on the plans.
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Training Yard
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SCALE
The proposed Fire Station comprises of a two storey accommodation building and four
appliance bays. Sloping roof is proposed over the majority of the accommodation and the
appliance bays and a flat roof over the remaining part of the building as indicated in the
elevations to the right.

East Elevation
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The highest point of the new proposal – 9.6 m
The longest width of the new proposal – 40 m

North Elevation
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The current Fire Station is bounded by the dominant Northgate Arena to the west and
multi-storey residential properties to the north and east. Also to the east, lies a currently
undeveloped parcel of land although a planning approval for a five storey residential building
as been granted.
Below is a diagram illustrating the massing of the Fire Station proposal within the St. Anne’s
Street.
This demonstrates that the proposed new Fire Station remains circa. 7.5m lower than the
Northgate Arena and circa. 6m lower than the adjacent, proposed multi-storey residential
building.

Northgate Arena

Context Plan

Proposed Fire Station

Adjacent Consented Residential
Building
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Given the nature of the proposed development, a significant proportion of the site needs to
be occupied by buildings and hardstandings for vehicle manoeuvring, parking and training.
However, opportunities for the provision of landscaping have been identified towards the
building frontage. It is however important that any landscaping is low maintenance, so that
ongoing maintenance costs are kept at a reasonable level.

Sca

Although some trees will be lost to facilitate the re-development of the site, it is proposed
that these are replaced with new as part of the landscaping proposal. These are shown on
the drawing below.
Note that for operational safety reasons, adequate visibility for departing Service vehicles
must be maintained hence the amount of tree planting will need to be limited to that shown
and any shrub planting needs to be kept to a low level.
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In addition to the tree planting, it is the intention to provide an amount of low maintenance
soft landscaping to the frontage comprising generally of wildflower planting and grass along
with hard paving to provide pedestrian access from the car parking area to the building.
There will also be a soft landscape strip along the eastern boundary of the site. See drawing
shown.

Proposed Landscape
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APPEARANCE
Visualised view of the entrance
The proposed building is set within Chester City Centre where the surrounding building
material of choice is predominantly brick. To the west of the site, the neighbouring Northgate
Arena features brown brickwork decorated facades. To the north east is a newly developed
residential building, Northgate Point, designed using elements from a warmer buff brickwork
palette.
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In this proposal, the combination of insulated cladding and brickwork with decorative
detailing, is composed to sit within the context of the area. The brickwork has been chosen
to resemble particoloured Cheshire brick in the warm shades of buff with grey cladding
panels enveloping the Appliance Bay section of the building to provide visual hierarchy
and contrast. The buff Cheshire brickwork is complemented by panels of grey brickwork
along with instances of perpendicular patterning to add interest and provide a dynamic
relationship between the varying shades and textures.
The desired design intent is to create a warm and dynamic building frontage, which
would have its own identity whilst maintaining an active dialogue with the elements of the
surrounding context.

Visualised view of the front elevation

Brick walls generally
- buff

Recessed panels
and decorations
- grey brick

Appliance doors
- silver

Insulated flat panel cladding
- dark grey
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Changing Places Washroom

ACCESS
Platform Lift
The existing Fire Station accommodation is provided over three storeys, however there is no
lift access to the upper floors resulting in a non-inclusive layout. The inaccessibility of the
upper floors has been a key consideration when deciding to build a new Fire Station. The
Fire Station is utilised by a wide range of people and needs to be accessible to all.
Due to there being changes in level across the width of the site, once the new fire station
position was determined, a landscaping scheme was designed to incorporate a gently sloped
accessible pathway leading to the entrance of the building.
The new Fire Station incorporates a fully equipped Changing Places facility located close
to the publicly accessible areas, at the front of the building. A platform lift has also been
incorporated to allow access to the upper level of the building thus enabling inclusive access
for all current and potential, future staff.
Accessible parking has been considered and incorporated into the scheme. Two disabled
parking spaces are provided at the front of the building, accessed off St Anne Street. The
parking spaces are positioned in front of the secure fence line, thus allowing usage for both
visitors and staff.
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- BUS STOP

Public Transport Plan

Transport

Vehicular Access

The site is well served by existing transport infrastructure / links within the central Chester
area.

The vehicular access to / from the site will change from the current arrangement.

The Site is located to the north of St Anne Street, close to its junction with St Oswalds
Way (A5268) which forms part of the City’s Inner Ring Road, which means that access for
Response Vehicles, staff and the community is excellent by Road.
The Chester Bus Interchange is also located circa 120m from the Site on St Oswalds Way.
Chester Railway Station is slightly further away at circa 700m but this less than a 10 minute
walk so still easily accessible for staff and visitors.
National cycle route 45 runs through the City Centre and within 400m of the Site, providing
cycle links to nearby residential areas and the rest of City which is within a 25-minute cycle.
Staff can also safely store their bicycles within the Appliance Bay area of the new building.

Currently, returning emergency service vehicles along with the majority of employee cars,
access the site via the site entrance on Trafford Street, which has developed into a more
residentially orientated street following the various residential developments in the area.
As the parcel of land to the rear of the site is to be retained for third-party / future
redevelopment, there is a need to accommodate return / visiting access via the existing
entrance on St Anne Street.
It is therefore proposed that the existing access point on St Anne Street is modified to
accommodate two way traffic, thus being the single point of entry to and exit from, the site.
This is reflected on the proposed plans.
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