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Key messages 

Overall review of
financial 
statements

Our Annual Audit Letter summarises the key findings arising from the work that we have carried out at Cheshire Fire Authority, (the Authority) for the year ended 31 

March 2015. 

The Letter is intended to communicate key messages to the Authority and external stakeholders, including members of the public. Our annual work programme, which 

includes nationally prescribed and locally determined work, has been undertaken in accordance with the Audit Plan that we issued on 22 April 2015 . The audit was 

conducted in accordance with the Audit Commission's Code of Audit Practice, International Standards on Auditing (UK and Ireland) and other guidance issued by the 

Audit Commission and Public Sector Audit Appointments Limited. 

Financial statements audit (including 

audit opinion) 

We reported the findings arising from the audit of the financial statements in our Audit Findings Report  to the 

Authority on 23 September. The key messages reported were: 

• Our audit identified no material errors, omissions or uncertainties.

• The accounts were prepared to a good standard and were supported by working papers that enabled an

early start to the final stage of audit.

• There were no adjustments affecting the Authority's reported financial position.

We therefore issued an unqualified opinion on the Authority's 2014/15 financial statements on 24 September 

2015, meeting the deadline set by the Department for Communities and Local Government.  Our opinion 

confirms that the financial statements give a true and fair view of the Authority's financial position and of the 

income and expenditure recorded in the accounts. 

Looking ahead , the deadline for authorities to publish their statement of audited accounts is being brought 

forward from 30 September to 31 July, with effect from the 2017/18. We will be working closely with you over 

the next couple of years to help ensure this significant change is properly managed. 
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Key messages 

Overall review of
financial 
statements

Our Annual Audit Letter summarises the key findings arising from the work that we have carried out at Cheshire Fire Authority, (the Authority) for the year ended 31 

March 2015. 

Value for Money (VfM) conclusion We issued an unqualified VfM conclusion for 2014/15 on  24 September 2015. Our audit worked identified : 

• A strong financial position with in-year underspends enhancing reserves, a strong cash position and clear

plans for managing and using reserves.

• Strategic Financial Planning soundly based on detailed knowledge of operation requirements and future

pressures.

• Good financial governance which including member oversight and open stakeholder engagement.

• Sound financial control systems.

• Clear mapping of risks, and allocation of resources to those risks.

• Year on year improvement in service delivery while achieving necessary savings.

On the basis of our work, and having regard to the guidance on the specified criteria published by the Audit 

Commission, we are satisfied that in all significant respects the Authority put in place proper arrangements to 

secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources for the year ending 31 March 2015.  

Looking forward, the Authority has recognised the potential for significant savings and efficiencies from " Blue 

Light Collaboration."  The Authority began exploring options with colleagues at Cheshire Constabulary in 

April 2014 and quickly articulated the aim of having a shared back-office and shared headquarters.  Detailed  

proposals are to be submitted to the Authority in December 2015.  In parallel,  the Department for 

Communities and Local Government issued a consultation document on Blue Light Collaboration in 

September 2015; the authority is already addressing many of the issues identified in the consultation.  

The NAO has recently consulted on the approach to be adopted for the value for money conclusion for the 

2015/16 audit. The outcome of the consultation is yet to be published. The consultation documents put 

forward a changed definition for the 'proper arrangements' an authority should have in place to secure 

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. We will be working closely with officers to 

implement the changes and will summarise the changes in approach in our Audit Plan to be issued early in 

2016. 
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Key messages 

Overall review of
financial 
statements

Our Annual Audit Letter summarises the key findings arising from the work that we have carried out at Cheshire Fire Authority, (the Authority) for the year ended 31 

March 2015. 

Audit fee Our fee for 2014/15 was £ 39,813 excluding VAT which was in line with our planned fee for the year and is 

unchanged from the previous year. Further detail is included below. 
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Fees services 

Per Audit plan 

£ 

Actual fees 

£ 

Authority audit 39,813 39,813 

Total audit fees 39,813 39,813 

Fees, non-audit services and reports issued 

We confirm below our final fees charged for the audit and confirm there were no fees for the provision of non audit services during the financial year. 

Post year end fees 

In July 2015 our Advisory Team provided a facilitated 

workshop to senior officers. looking at  planning issues towards 

2020. The fee for this workshop was £4,643. 

Fees, non audit services and independence 

Reports issued 

Report 

Date 

issued 

Audit Plan 22 April 
2015 

Audit Findings Report 23 April 
2015 

Annual Audit Letter 19 October 
2015 
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