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Department:     Community Fire Protection 
  

Review Period  Quarter 2 
 

Departmental Summary: 
  
 

Performance in Q2 was good with progress being made against all objectives and plans are in place to ensure completion. 
Achievement against audit and thematic targets are exceeding the target expectations and good work has taken place with regard 
to promoting the benefits of sprinklers to high rise owners and good progress has been made in allocating the funding to retro fit 
high rise blocks across Cheshire with a number of RSL’s confirming a serious interest. The next part of the year should see some 
serious progress in this area with the hope that funding will be allocated and agreed. The UWFS policy continues to have a good 
impact on UWFS numbers however performance has dipped marginally (11 calls) below target. The BV207 indicator is proving 
difficult to achieve at present and efforts are being made to address this but numbers of 207 incidents remain low at only 100 in 
the first 6 months of the year making accurate trend analysis quite difficult. The department is operating within budget and no 
financial issues are envisaged for the second half of the year.  
 

 

  Departmental Performance:  
 

Headline Performance Commentary 

 Deliberate Fires – Performance as at Q2 is 4% below the year to date target. The target for 2013/14 is based on a three year 
average as last year Cheshire saw the lowest level ever of deliberate fires. Year to date, there have been 828 small deliberate fires 
against a target of 837 and 178 deliberate property fires against a target of 214. However, this is an increase from Q2 last year of 
268 incidents 
 
BV149i – All unitary areas have seen improved performance at Q2 year on year with Cheshire East having had the greatest 
decrease and performing the best and Warrington being over target. The new policy is rigorously enforced and is having an effect.  
 
Thematic inspections completed – In Q2, thematic inspections completed are 8% over target compared to 18% under target in Q2 
last year. Cheshire East is the only unitary that is under target year to date and this is by 5.  
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Headline Performance Commentary 

Fire Safety Audits Completed – The number of audits completed as at Q2 is 1,231. This is 12% over target year to date. All unitary 
areas are set to meet or exceed their target at the year end. 
 
The arson conviction rate at Q2 is slightly below the target rate however, this is still above the national conviction rate which 
currently stands at between 6-8%. 
 
The number of hits to the business safety pages is below target as at Q2. The content of these pages are constantly reviewed to 
ensure that they meet the business community’s needs and they are also promoted at every business safety event attended. 
 
 
Financial Performance: 
 
Finance performance is broadly in line with the approved Budget; there is a slight under-spend in employee pay due to an 
unavoidable delay in filling posts following retirements and temporary moves.  

  
 
  
 


