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Purpose of Report 
 
1. To present Members of Governance and Constitution Committee with 

details of the timelines and process for the development and preparation of 
the Statement of Assurance 2015-16.   

 

Recommended that Members: 
 

[1]     Note the timelines and process for the preparation of the Statement 
of Assurance; and  

 
[2]  Indicate whether they wish to receive a copy of the draft Statement 

of Assurance for consideration and comment before it is presented 
to the Closure of Accounts Committee in June.    

  

Background 
 
2. Members will be aware that one of the requirements of the Fire and 

Rescue National Framework for England (2012) is the publication of an 
Annual Statement of Assurance that:  

 
“must provide assurance on financial, governance and operational 
matters and show how they have had due regard to the expectations set 
out in their integrated risk management plan and the requirements 
included in this [Fire and Rescue National] Framework.” 

 
3. The Government produced “light touch” guidance detailing what could be 

included in the Statement of Assurance, bringing all the information 
together into a ‘single annual document’ which is accessible and easily 
understood.  The Authority agreed to combine the Annual Governance 
Statement (AGS) with the Statement of Assurance.   

 
4. The Statement of Assurance acts as a ‘signpost’ document directing the 

reader to more detailed information which is published on the Service’s 
website or other related sites.  The Authority’s 2014-15 Statement of 
Assurance can be accessed via the Service’s website: 
www.cheshirefire.gov.uk 
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Information 
 
Local Code of Corporate Governance  
 
5. In 2013 the Governance and Constitution Committee approved a refreshed 

‘Local Code of Corporate Governance Framework’. This framework 
provides a simple structure for monitoring compliance and assurance 
under the six principles of the Code of Corporate Governance. The same 
process has been adopted for monitoring compliance with the Fire and 
Rescue National Framework requirements (presented in the local code as 
principle seven).   

 
Review, Evaluation and Development Process  
 
6. The process to support the preparation of the Statement of Assurance is 

unchanged from last year.  The Corporate Programme Office have started 
evaluating and reviewing all evidence identified relating to Principles 1 – 7 
with the Heads of Department responsible for the Principles.  Where areas 
of improvement are identified, action plans will be put in place. A copy of 
Principles 1 – 7 are attached as Appendix 1 to this report.  

 
      The process map below highlights the key steps and timelines for 

development and production of the Statement of Assurance 2015-16.   
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. The Statement of Assurance 2015-16 will be presented to Closure of 

Accounts Committee in June for formal sign off before being presented to 
the Fire Authority as part of the Final Accounts in September 2016.  

 

 
 

Jan/ 
Feb 16 

• Commence full review of evidence identified in relation to 
Principles 1-7 
 

March 
/April 

16 

• Corporate Programme Office consult with relevant Heads 
of Department to verify evidence and assurance 
documents in Principles 1-7 

• Present timelines and process to Governance and 
Constitution Committee 

• Draft Statement of Assurance developed 

May/ 
June 
16 

• Quality Assurance of draft Statement of Assurance by 
Internal Auditors 

• Policy Approval Group (PAG) undertake critical review 

• Signed off by Monitoring Officer and Treasurer  

• Present Statement of Assurance to Closure of Accounts 
Committee in June prior to inclusion with Final Accounts in 
September 2016 
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Financial Implications 
 
8. There are no significant financial implications other than staff time involved 

in research, evidence gathering and publication.  This has been minimised 
by bringing together the two assurance processes and through effective  
co-ordination through the Corporate Programme Office.   

 

Legal Implications 
 
9. The Fire and Rescue National Framework for England sets out the 

Government’s priorities and objectives for fire and rescue authorities and 
contains requirements concerned with governance in its broadest sense.  
This includes the publication of an annual Statement of Assurance.   

 

Equality & Diversity Implications 
 
10. There are no differential impacts on any particular section of the 

community arising from this report.  Any issues relating to the publication 
and communication of the publication have been considered as part of the 
full equality impact assessment carried out on the Corporate Consultation 
and Engagement Strategy. 

 

Environmental Implications 
 
11. There are no specific impacts on the environment arising from this report. 
 
CONTACT: JOANNE SMITH, FIRE SERVICE HQ, WINSFORD 
TEL [01606] 868804 
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