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APPENDIX 1 

EXTRACT FROM CHESHIRE FIRE AUTHORITY CONSTITUTION 

 

 
SECTION 4 – PROCEDURAL MATTERS 
 
 
Questions and Petitions by Members of the Public 
 

 

4.47 A member of the public from within the area covered by the Fire 
Authority may ask the Chair of the Authority a question about any issue 
which falls within the powers and duties of the Authority. 

 
4.48 The question must  be  submitted  to  the  Monitoring  Officer  of  the 

Authority in  writing  and  lodged  at  his/her office  at  least five  clear 
working days before the meeting takes place. The questioner must sign 
and date the question. 

 
4.49 The Chair, in consultation with the Monitoring Officer, will decide on the 

procedure to be followed in putting questions at the meeting. 
 
4.50 It is a matter for the Chair as to how he/she will respond and he/she may 

decide to do so in writing. 
 
4.51 Once the Chair has replied, the questioner may ask one supplementary 

question which must relate to the answer given by the Chair to the original 
question. 

 
4.52 The Chair may refuse to respond to a question or a supplementary 

question if in his/her opinion it is unduly lengthy, expressed in terms 
inappropriate for consideration at the meeting or is not related in the 
case of a supplementary question to his/her previous answer. 

 
4.53 There will be no discussion on any matters raised by the question 

(including any matters raised by the supplementary question) but the 
Authority may agree, by resolution, that an appropriate item be placed on 
the agenda for its next meeting. 

 
4.54 Question time at any Authority meeting will not exceed 15 minutes 

unless, at the Chair’s discretion or by resolution of the Authority, it is 
agreed to extend the period. 

 

4.55 Petitions may be presented at meetings of the Authority.  The 
Monitoring  Officer  must  be  notified  in  writing  at  least  three  clear 
working days before the meeting that a petition is to be presented. The 
subject matter of the petition and the name of the person presenting it 
must be given. 

 
4.56 The petition will be handed, without comment, to the Chair of the 

Authority immediately after any questions. The Monitoring Officer will 
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ensure that Members of the Fire Authority are made aware of the 
purpose of the petition. 

 
4.57 No discussion on any matter raised by the petition is allowed but the 

Authority may agree, by resolution, that an item on the issue be placed on 
the agenda for the next meeting. 
 

4.58   Where there is more than one petition they will be presented in the order 
in which notification is received. 

 


