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ANNUAL ROAD SAFETY REPORT 
1st April 2014 to 31st March 2015 

 
 
The following are the mainstream road safety activities that CFRS deliver.  
 
1. Motorway Engagement Days (MEDs) 
Cheshire has 212 miles of motorway. Our main partner is the Highways Agency (HA); 
MEDs also involve partners from Cheshire Constabulary and each of the local 
authorities. 

 
MEDs highlight HA priorities regarding vehicle maintenance (breakdowns and fuel 
issues), close-following (two second rule), tyres and tiredness, and hard shoulder 
safety. 
 
CFRS targets a minimum of 100 one-to-one engagements; delivering the above road 
safety messages and completing the evaluation forms. 
The use of the THINK car was utilised at most of the MED’s, this provided us with an 
engagement tool for speaking to motorists as they passed through the service areas. 
 
Targets for 2014/15 MED delivery: 24 events with 100 one- to-one engagements 
 
Cheshire West and Chester:   Target 8    Actual 8 

Cheshire East:      Target 8    Actual 8 
 

Warrington:      Target 8    Actual 8 

Halton:                                           N/A                                     N/A   

(no motorway services within the Halton area) 

 
NOTE: 100% successful delivery 
 
2. Additional Road Safety Activity 
 
This activity is designed to address local needs arising from data and intelligence 
received from either our local authorities or Cheshire Constabulary. Engagement at 
each event targets a minimum of 50 people aligned to any of these target groups: 
vulnerable road users, children, pedestrians and cyclists. 
 
The target is to deliver a minimum of one event from each watch from our 
wholetime and day-crewed fire stations.  
 
Cheshire West and Chester:  Target 12  Actual 12 

Cheshire East:     Target 14  Actual14 

 

Halton:      Target 8  Actual 9 
 

Warrington:     Target 8   Actual 8 

 

NOTE: 100% successful delivery 
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3. CFOA National Road Safety Week (9th – 15th June)    
 
The Chief Fire Officers Association's (CFOAs) Road Safety Week took place from 9th to 

15th June 2014. During this national week of activity Fire and Rescue Services (FRSs) 

across the UK were promoting targeted road safety messages to road users - these 

targeted pedestrians, car drivers, cyclists and motorcycle riders in their local 

communities, with an overarching message of  

'Be Safe Out There'. 

 
A combination of national and local events showcased the work that the fire and rescue 

service does in the area of Road Safety, throughout the week’s events fire crews across 

Cheshire engaged with more than 1,300 people. 

 

The target is to deliver a minimum of one event from each of our wholetime and 
day-crewed fire stations.  
 
Cheshire West and Chester:  Target 4  Actual 4 

Cheshire East:     Target 5  Actual 5 
 

Halton:      Target 2  Actual 2 
 

Warrington:     Target 3  Actual 3 

 

NOTE: 100% successful delivery 
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4. CFOA  TyreSafe Winter Driving Event 
 
CFRS supports TyreSafe in its vision for safety on the roads, and has worked in 

partnership with TyreSafe for over three years, supporting their aims in delivering advice 

on tyre safety issues to the motoring public raising awareness about the dangers 

associated with defective or illegal tyres. 

 

Cheshire Fire & Rescue Service led on this campaign, working in partnership with 

Associated Tyre Services (ATS) – Euro master, Cheshire Constabulary and Local 

Authority road safety teams and organised 22 individual winter driving events across 

Cheshire holding awareness days in town centres, local shopping centres and 

supermarkets 

Drivers were individually engaged with offering them the opportunity to have their 

vehicles checked in readiness for the adverse weather conditions expected during the 

coming months.   

 
The main objective of delivering this winter driving campaign to support TyreSafe was to 

engage with at least 50 drivers and their vehicles at each event. However we achieved 

almost three times this target at each venue reaching a total of 544 vehicles being 

checked and a further 3,000 drivers receiving information on a one to one basis. 

 

The target is to deliver a minimum of one event from each of our wholetime and 
day-crewed fire stations.  
 
Cheshire West and Chester:  Target 4  Actual 7 

Cheshire East:     Target 5  Actual 10 

 

Halton:      Target 2  Actual 2 
 

Warrington:     Target 3  Actual 3 

 

NOTE: 100% successful delivery 
 

Target: 14 events, although 22 events were successfully delivered across the 

County. This was due to the high demand by fire crews, local authority staff and 

by the public:  

 
 
The Cheshire Fire Service's Road Safety team, always at the forefront of national 

initiatives, won the Emergency Services Tyresafe Award for its continued commitment 

to road users in Cheshire at the National TyreSafe Awards in November. 
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5. Brake Road Safety Week 

 
2014 was the ninth occasion CFRS has promoted and supported the Brake Road 

Safety Week and this year events were aimed at highlighting the Brake theme “Look 

after each other” 

 

During Brake Road Safety Week (17th – 23rd November) 40 watches took part in 40 

events along with Prevention staff and volunteers to promote this charity event. This is 

the highest activity the Service has delivered to date. 

 

Staff engaged with over 4,000 people using Brake literature and Silicone wristbands with 

the slogan – “Let’s look after each other” as a long term reminder of the theme. 

 

The Service Communications Department was influential during this busy week getting 

many local papers to write articles in support of the campaign. 

 

Target: 40 watch-led road safety events:  
 
Cheshire West and Chester:   12 

Cheshire East:     12 

Halton:       8 

Warrington:     8 

 
Note: 100% successful delivery 
 
 
Cheshire Fire & Rescue Service was presented with the Road Safety in the Community 

Award at the Fleetsafe Awards, organised by Brake, the road safety charity at a 

ceremony in Birmingham on Thursday 5 June 2014. The award, sponsored by Ocado, 

is given to an organisation that has worked hardest with its local community to improve 

road safety for all road users 
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6. ACPO (Police) Summer/Winter Drink Drive Campaign 

Cheshire Fire & Rescue Service supports the ACPO Drink Drive Campaign (Association 

of Chief Police Officers) which is delivered in conjunction with Cheshire Police and local 

Road Safety Officers around the County. 

In June and again in December, Police around the country increase their vigilance in 

detecting drivers who drink and drive, therefore over the duration of these months with 

teams consisting of operational firefighters, advocates, road safety team from CS dept 

and volunteers, along with colleagues from Cheshire Police and each of the local 

authorities, go out into local communities to highlight the dangers of drinking & driving. 

The THINK car is used at all events to show the devastating effect losing control of a 

car can be after drinking only 2 pints of beer.  

 

Target: To deliver 8 events in total during June & December, 2 events to be 

delivered in each unitary area,  

 
June events 
Cheshire West and Chester:   2 completed 

Cheshire East:     2 completed 

Halton:       2 completed 

Warrington:     2 completed 

 
Note: 100% successful delivery 
 
December events 
Cheshire West and Chester:   3 completed (1 additional event completed) 

Cheshire East:     1 completed (1 event cancelled by host – 1 down on target) 

Halton:       3 completed (1 additional event completed) 

Warrington:     2 completed 

 
Note: 90% successful delivery 
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7. Commissioned Road Safety Activity in Cheshire East (KS2 and KS4) 

 
CFRS were the first FRS to be a commissioned provider for specified aspects of road 

safety within the local authority area of Cheshire East Council in April 2012. 

 

This was the third year of a now extended six year project whereby CFRS deliver a 

structured KS2 road safety intervention to all 130 primary schools, and also deliver a 

KS4 road safety intervention to all 21 secondary schools in Cheshire East. 

 

Evaluation continues to be completed using the Royal Society for the Prevention of 

Accidents (RoSPA): E-Valu-It toolkit over the whole six years of the project.  

Feedback from the teachers of both age groups (KS2 and 4) has been collated and is 

very positive. 

 

The requirement was to deliver to 90% of schools. At the end of the third year our 

performance output was as follows: 

 

CFRS delivered to all 130 KS2 schools giving a 100% success 

CFRS delivered to 20 KS4 schools delivering 95% success (1 school rescheduled the 

presentation for May) 

 

 

In September 2014, CFRS received a Prince Michael of Kent Road Safety award for its 

outstanding commitment to road safety, directly through the commissioned Road 

Safety education delivered in Cheshire East schools 
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8. Drive Survive  
 

Drive Survive is a ‘flagship’ multi-award winning, multi-agency programme delivered 

primarily from CFRS HQ with optional ‘outreach’ delivery across Cheshire. 

The road safety presentations are aimed primarily at young people 17 – 25years of 

age, pre and post drivers, or those who will be passengers in cars. 

 

We have just completed the 16th year of delivering Drive Survive in Cheshire. 

Drive Survive has been delivered to 1,915 people during the period 1st April 2014, and 

31st March 2015. 

It was delivered 30 times during this period, 15 in Cheshire Fire Service premises, 

Headquarters, and local fire stations, and 15 times externally at schools, colleges and 

business premises.  

 

Over the year the presentations has been updated and stories of collisions involving 

young drivers has been refreshed. 

Presenters have also changed in the last year, PC Dave Murray has retired from 

Cheshire Police, and we now have PC Andy Taylor who delivers the Police 

Presentations. 

 

Thorn Cross Prison, who bring a prisoner along to speak to the attendees about why 

they are in prison, usually for committing Death by Dangerous Driving. 

Drive Survive has had a number of different prisoners over the last 12 months.                                               

All of whom have told their stories to an audience that listened with interest 

 

This year, we expect to have delivered Drive Survive to over 20,000 since it began in 

2000. 
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9. FireBike 
 

The FireBike is used to engage with motorcyclists and promote enhanced rider training 

aiming to reduce the number of motorcyclists killed and seriously injured on our roads. 

 

One of the functions of the Firebike riders is to have a consistent motorcycle presence 

on the well-known routes used by riders throughout Cheshire, engaging with them to 

discuss enhanced training opportunities 

 

Over the last year, the 8 volunteer Firebike riders have attended 26 locations and 

events to engage with other bike riders, speaking to over 1300 riders. 

 

This year Cheshire Fire Service introduced Biker Down, the course is run in close 

partnership with Merseyside RoADAR a part of the RoSPA training group. RoADAR 

have written and deliver the first part of the course, Rider Skills, which includes 

defensive riding techniques and how to ensure you are seen by other road users. 

The second part of the course is Rider response which includes accident scene 

management, and first aid at scene of a road traffic collision. 

 

Since it began in May last year, 12 Biker downs have been delivered, either at Fire 

Service HQ in Winsford, or at local fire stations to accommodate local biker groups. 

In total 371 biker’s have attended Biker Down since May 2014. 

 

In year 2015/16, we anticipate the Biker Down course going from strength to strength, 

with courses running every month to help bikers keep safe. 

 

 

 


