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SUBJECT:  FIRE AND RESCUE NATIONAL FRAMEWORK 

STATEMENT OF ASSURANCE 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
Summary 
 
1. The purpose of this report is to present Members with a draft Statement of 

Assurance for approval in order to fulfil the new requirement under the Fire 
and Rescue National Framework for England. 

 

Recommended that: 
 
              [1] Members approve the Statement of Assurance 2012-13 for 

publication (for signing by the Chief Fire Officer and Chair of the 
Fire Authority during the meeting). 

  

Background 
 
2. Members will be aware that one of the new requirements of the Fire and 

Rescue National Framework for England (2012) is the publication of an 
Annual Statement of Assurance that: 

 
‘must provide assurance on financial, governance and operational matters 
and show how they have had due regard to the expectations set out in their 
integrated risk management plan and the requirements included in this [Fire 
and Rescue National] Framework.’ 

 
3. A draft statement has been prepared to cover 2012-13 using Guidance on 

Statements of Assurance for Fire and Rescue Authorities in England, issued 
by the Department for Communities and Local Government.  

 
4. The Authority fulfils the financial and governance assurance requirements 

through the process to produce and validate the Annual Accounts and the 
Annual Governance Statement (which include associated controls, scrutiny, 
and audits). The Annual Report also summarises some of these issues as 
well as providing an account of delivery against each published Integrated 
Risk Management Plan.  
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5. The suggested additional content relating to operational assurance is briefly 
outlined in the Guidance and has been covered in the draft statement: 

 

• Details about the arrangements for consulting on integrated risk 
management plans, including confirmation that appropriate information 
was provided to enable active and informed participation; 

• Indication of agreements and/or mutual aid arrangements with other 
relevant bodies; 

• Mention of specific events which raise issues of operational 
competence or delivery (for example, when advice is received under 
health and safety or other legislation) and how they have been 
considered and acted on; 

• Simple declaration where fire and rescue authorities are satisfied that 
the systems in place, together with any specific measures that have 
been taken, fulfil the Framework requirements; 

• Any plans that are in place to improve accounting, governance or 
operational responsibilities. 

 
6. The draft statement has been prepared after a comprehensive review of the 

evidence available to be able to demonstrate compliance with the essential 
requirements of the National Framework. The evidence underpinning this 
statement has been independently verified by the Authority’s internal 
auditors, Baker Tilly (previously known as RSM Tenon). 

 
7. A process has been established to maintain and update the evidence on an 

annual basis alongside the development of the Annual Governance 
Statement. In future, the Statement of Assurance will be published in 
September at the same time as the Statement of Accounts and the Annual 
Governance Statement, however, this first statement covering issues relating 
to 2012-13 will be published on the Service’s website by the end of 
December, subject to approval by the Fire Authority. 

 
8. In the interest of transparency, a supporting document outlining the essential 

requirements of the National Framework and relevant links and signposts to 
evidence of compliance will be added to the website to accompany the 
Statement of Assurance. 

 

Financial Implications 
 
9. There are no significant financial implications other than additional staff time 

involved in research, evidence gathering and publication. 
 
 

Legal Implications 
 
10. The Fire and Rescue National Framework for England (2012) sets out the 

Government’s priorities and objectives for fire and rescue authorities and 
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introduces additional requirements concerned with governance in its 
broadest sense. This includes the publication of an annual Statement of 
Assurance. 

 

Equality & Diversity Implications 
 
11. There are no differential impacts on any particular section of the community 

arising from this report. Any issues relating to the publication and 
communication of the publication have been considered as part of the full 
equality impact assessment carried out on the Corporate Consultation and 
Engagement Strategy.  

 

Environmental Implications 
 
12. There are no specific impacts on the environment arising from this report. 
 
 
CONTACT: JOANNE SMITH, FIRE SERVICE HQ, WINSFORD 
TEL [01606] 868804 
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