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_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Summary 
 
1. To seek Members views about the re-drafting of further sections of the 

Constitution. 
 

Recommended That: 
 

 [1]     Members provide officers with guidance about the issues raised in the 
report and about the sections of the Constitution that are appended to 
the report to assist the ongoing work to re-draft the Constitution. 

 
Background 
 
2. The existing Constitution was created after a review in 2009.  It has been 

updated in a few minor respects in the past few years.  A thorough evaluation 
of the existing Constitution made it clear that the document required a major re-
write.  This is the second report enclosing portions of a re-drafted Constitution.   

 

Information 
 
Proposed Structure 

 
3. Members agreed the proposed structure of the new Constitution at their 

meeting on 27 March 2013.  This report includes sections concerned with 
Procedural Matters and Members’ Roles. 

 
Procedural Matters 
 
4. An attempt has been made to draw together all of the Procedural Matters that 

are contained in the existing Constitution.  The Procedural Matters are 
contained in Appendix 1.  The intention was to make the Procedural Matters 
more accessible and to bunch them into logical groupings.  Members will see 
that some elements within the Procedural Matters are particularly involved, eg 
the Rules of Debate.  The intention during the meeting is to talk through the 
elements of the Procedural Matters to establish how far Members are 
comfortable in reducing the level of detail and to cover some specific issues. 
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Members’ Roles 
 
5. A similar approach has been taken in relation to Members’ Roles.  Appendix 2 

is an amalgamation of those parts of the existing Constitution that appear to 
have a bearing on the roles that Members fulfil. 

 
6. In addition, an extract has been taken and adapted from a local authority’s 

Constitution which describes the roles and responsibilities of Members in 
broader terms, e.g. it includes expectations about their community role, the 
types of values, skills and attributes that they require etc.  This is Appendix 3. 

 
7. Members will be asked to determine whether they would like to see some more 

generic descriptions of their roles in this section and whether some of the more 
formal descriptions could be removed.  This would be a difficult balance, but it 
may be worth the effort. 

 

Legal Implications 
 
8. The Constitution helps the Authority to manage its decision making, bringing 

clarity to the roles of Members and Officers.  It is an important element of the 
package of measures that provide appropriate Governance for the Authority. 

 

Financial Implications 
 

9. This report does not raise financial implications. 
 

Equality & Diversity Implications 
 
10.  This report does not raise any specific Equality and Diversity implications. 
 

Environmental Implications 
 
11. Whilst this report does not raise environmental implications, it is hoped that the 

new Constitution will be prepared as a “document” that is largely made 
available electronically, saving energy and paper. 
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