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CHESHIRE FIRE AUTHORITY  

ITEM: 7 

MEETING OF : FIRE AUTHORITY  
DATE   : 23rd APRIL 2014     
REPORT OF        : ASSISTANT CHIEF FIRE OFFICER 
AUTHOR  : RICHARD OST 
____________________________________________________________ 

 
SUBJECT            : ACQUISITION OF A SITE FOR THE M53/M56 

RESPONSE STATION  
____________________________________________________________ 

Purpose of Report 
  
1. This report is intended to update Members on progress with the work 

to secure a suitable site for the M53/M56 Response Station and 
seeks authority to proceed to secure a site at the end of the M56  
(subject to satisfactory terms being agreed) 

 
2. A separate report, dealing with the acquisition of a site for the 

M53/M56 Response Station, at Item 9 on the agenda, provides 
information that relates to financial and business affairs which is 
considered to be exempt by virtue of paragraph 3 of Schedule 12A of 
the Local Government Act 1972.  Members will find that the report 
provides details about a site, the site owner and the anticipated 
purchase costs of the site.   
 

Recommended That Members: 
 

[1] Note the information in this report (and the further information 
contained in the report at Item 9); 

 
 

[2] Authorise officers to proceed to secure the site at the end of 
the M56 (provided that satisfactory contractual terms can be 
agreed); and 

 
[3] Decide whether they are happy to have officers engage with 

the Business Continuity Committee Members in relation to 
issues that arise as the new build programme develops. 

 

Background 
 
3. Members authorised officers to secure three sites for new fire 

stations at Alsager, Lymm, and Penketh.  Officers were asked to 
undertake further work in relation to the potential sites for the 
M53/M56 Response Station. 
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4. Further work on the identification of sites for the M53/M56 Response 
Station was undertaken with input from Members of the Cheshire 
West and Chester Unitary Performance Group (CWAC UPG).  

 

Information 
 
M53/M56 
 
5. CWAC UPG Members identified three potential search areas and 

following visits to these areas the end of the M56 was identified as 
the most suitable area as it has good access to the motorway 
network and can provide an effective response into Ellesmere Port, 
Chester and Neston. 

 
6. Officers then searched for a suitable site within the identified search 

area. CWAC UPG Members have been provided with information 
about the search and its outcomes.  They are aware of and support 
the pursuit of the preferred site details of which are contained within 
the report at Item 9 on the agenda. 

 
Continuing Member Engagement   
 
7. Members have provided officers with valuable insights during the 

search for and evaluation of sites for the new fire stations.  It is 
anticipated that issues relating to a particular fire station build, that 
will benefit from the input of UPG Members, will continue to be 
brought to their attention. 
 

8. One aspect of the programme that does not relate to a specific area 
is the Safety Centre (it will benefit the whole of Cheshire, and 
beyond).  A number of decisions will need to be made about how the 
Safety Centre is to be developed.  Some of these will be matters that 
will require Fire Authority input e.g. if the Safety Centre is to be run 
by a separate legal entity.  However, some decisions will be of less 
importance.  It would be useful if officers could have access to a 
small group of Members which could act as an informal sounding 
board.  The Members will help officers to progress the Safety Centre 
proposal and also ensure that key decisions are properly put before 
the Fire Authority for decision and that any ‘local’ issues are referred 
to the relevant UPG.  
 

9. Members are asked to decide who they would like to act as an 
informal  sounding board.  Officers suggest that the Business 
Continuity Committee Members could fulfil this role (all constituent 
authorities and political groups are represented). 

 

Financial Implications 
 
10. The 2013-14 capital programme included £3.5m for the delivery of 

the Emergency Response Review programme.  This was intended to 
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cover the cost of purchasing land at Alsager and Penketh and the 
building of the fire station at Penketh, in line with the original 
timetable.  There has been some expenditure on fees but there has 
been slippage of the remaining funds 2014-15. 
 

11. The amounts in the capital programme were only indicative 
estimates.  It is intended to work within a cost envelope for each 
project and refine these into Member-approved budgets as the 
design details and contract amounts for each project become known.  
Regular financial monitoring reports will be provided for each project 
to both officers and Members throughout the lifespan of the 
programme. 

 
12. The Emergency Response Review programme attracted capital 

grant from DCLG of £4.5m.  The remainder of the funding will be 
from capital reserves and prudential borrowing. 

 

Legal Implications 
 
13. The recommendations in this report and the report at Item 9 will lead 

to a range of legal obligations.  With the assistance of external legal 
advisors the Authority’s interests will be protected so that it will not 
be committed to purchase the land required until such time as it has 
acceptable planning permission in place. 

 

Environmental Implications 
 
14. The Authority has engaged an expert to provide support with 

environmental issues associated with the design of the new fire 
station at the end of the M56.  The standards associated with the 
environmental performance of the building have changed recently 
and are more stringent.  This makes it much harder to achieve the 
best environmental standard without significant expenditure.  This is 
likely to lead to more compromises than might have been the case 
under the previous regime.  Excellence comes at a cost. 

 

Equality And Diversity Implications 
 
15. The equality and diversity issues will be tested during the design 

process. 


