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SUBJECT  : CONSULTATION – ENABLING CLOSER  
     WORKING BETWEEN THE EMERGENCY  
     SERVICES 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Purpose of Report 
 
1. This report provides Members with details of a consultation issued by 

the Government on 11th September 2015 entitled Enabling closer 
working between the Emergency Services (the consultation).  This 
report should be read in conjunction with the report Blue Light 
Collaboration elsewhere on the agenda. 

 

Recommended:  That Members 
 

[1] Note the report and provide initial views about the issues 
contained in the consultation; and 

 
[2] Agree that the Authority’s response to the consultation is 

approved by Policy Committee. 
 

Background 
 
2. The Government included the following statement in its manifesto:  

We will enable fire and police services to work more closely together 
and develop the role of our elected and accountable Police and Crime 
Commissioners. 
 

Information 
 
3. The consultation was published on 11th September 2015 and is 

attached as Appendix 1 to this report.  Responses to the consultation 
are to be submitted no later than 23rd October 2015.  The Government 
intends to issue a response to the consultation at a future date.  
However, at this stage there is no indication of the Government’s 
expectations about the timescale for pursuing any of the measures 
being consulted upon. 
 

4. The consultation contains an executive summary which lists the 
following measures (relevant to Cheshire) as being consulted upon: 
 
� a new duty on all three emergency services to actively consider 

collaboration opportunities to improve efficiency and effectiveness; 
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� a power for Police and Crime Commissioners to take on the duties 

and responsibilities of fire and rescue authorities where a local 
case is made (and creation of a single employer facilitating shared 
back office and streamlined management); and 

 
� a power for Police and Crime Commissioners to have 

representation on fire and rescue authorities where the authorities 
continue to exist. 

 
5. On the same day that the consultation was issued, the Police and 

Crime Commission for Cheshire (PCC for Cheshire) issued a press 
statement to the media.  This is attached as Appendix 2 to this report. 
 

6. At the time of the publication of this report officers had had little time to 
consider the issues contained in the consultation and it had not been 
possible to liaise with colleagues from the office of the PCC for 
Cheshire and Cheshire Constabulary.  In the circumstances it is 
suggested that a draft response to the consultation should be 
developed, as far as possible, in conjunction with the PCC for Cheshire 
and Cheshire Constabulary prior to submission to Policy Committee for 
approval on behalf of the Authority. 
 

Legal Implications 
 

7. This report does not cover the legal implications that could flow from 
the measures contained in the consultation.  Where possible these will 
be contained in the report to Policy Committee. 
 

Financial Implications 
 
8. This report does not cover the financial implications that could flow 

from measures contained in the consultation.  Where possible these 
will be contained in the report to Policy Committee. 

 

Equality and Diversity Implications 
 
9. Equality and diversity implications will need to be considered if the 

measures contained in the consultation are implemented. 
  

Environmental Implications 
 
10. There are no environmental implications. 
 
 
CONTACT: JOANNE SMITH, FIRE SERVICE HQ, WINSFORD 
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