
Becoming an on-call firefighter 

My name’s Georgina Goodwin and I’ve been a firefighter at Poynton Fire Station for nearly three 

years now.   

I think the job of a firefighter has always interested me.  What interested me the most was the 

team work aspect and the challenges it brings and also the opportunity to help people.    

I found the training an amazing experience.  It was hard work, perhaps harder work than I’d 

expected.  Definitely challenging but it pushed me to do things I didn’t think I could do and gave 

me a lot of confidence in what I can do when pushed.     

What I enjoy the most is the huge variety of the job, both in the incidents I attend and also the 

community events that we get involved with.    

What appeals to me is that it’s not a typical 9 ‘til 5 job.  There is some flexibility involved which 

allows me to pick up my son from school and fits in with my family life.  I think fitting in being an 

on-call firefighter would vary depending on your personal circumstances.  It suits me – there’s a lot 

of daily activities that I can do that I would do anyway that I can do on-call as long as I’ve got my 

pager with me.    

What I’ve got out of being a firefighter the most is the opportunity to gain further qualifications and 

skills and be in a job where you’re helping people and working as a team.    

In the future I hope to continue with the active role I’ve taken in Community Fire Safety.  I’m also 

interested in the medical side of being a firefighter so I’d like to expand on my knowledge and 

experience by doing some more trauma care.   

I’ve found there have been lots of opportunities if you want to take them to further your 

development and I intend to continue to pursue them.   

If I was speaking to somebody who was thinking about being an on-call firefighter  I would 

certainly say to them it’s a hugely rewarding job.  I would say not to underestimate the level of 

commitment required especially during the development and training phase but if someone was 

interested in a job working in the community and wanted a challenge I’d certainly encourage them 

to apply.  I’d say not to be put off by things that you feel might hold you back.  You meet some 

amazing people and you might be surprised at what you can achieve.   

 


