
I became involved in volunteering in the fire service and the fire cadets because I 
wanted to make a difference in the community. 
 
To become a volunteer within the fire service you don't need a background within 
the fire service to begin with. 
 
There's no pressure on you to do specific days or you've got to do this or got to 
do that, it's really down to the individual and what time you can commit and what 
time you're available. But again, it's like anything else; if you enjoy what you do 
you want to do more and more of it. 
 
You just need the initiative to want to learn new skills and want to give back and 
help the community. 
 
You get a lot of support in what you’re going to do within the role as a volunteer. 
You get real training from the training department, you get training from the 
department you are going to work in and you also get support for the things you 
are going to do. 
 
And it's also another opportunity to learn about what the fire and rescue service 
actually does - quite an interesting organisation, plenty of things going on and lots 
to learn about. 
 
When out in different community events wearing the fire service uniform I do feel 
proud wearing it and there are a lot of people that look up to you within the 
community and they ask you different questions. 
 
We can answer all the questions the members of the public ask. We also help the 
children around the historic vehicles and whether they want to ring the bell or 
anything like that; we're there just to help out. 
 
So as a volunteer you can get involved in all sorts of different things, they're 
really flexible, there's lots of opportunities to get involved with things like 
administration through to actually interacting with people. We're flexible in 
location, there's different places you can work from, obviously multiple fire 
stations across the county, all give opportunities for volunteers or cadet leaders 
to get involved in their local communities. 
 
Or there are other areas within the fire service such as the heritage which is the 
older models of fire engines, which you can work with and they go down to 
different shows. 
 
The thing is with joining the fire service as a volunteer is that like anybody else 
that you're nervous about going to a new job. But the best thing is that a warm 
welcome is made for you. 
 



People are very interested in the fire service and what it does and people think 
the fire service is just about going to fire when it isn't; there's so much more that 
Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service do and to be part of the team that goes out 
there and explains to people all the good work that the fire service does - it's 
incredible really that you can be part of that team. 
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