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The IRMP is the statutory document which all fire
and rescue services are required to publish each
year to demonstrate how they have analysed local
risk and how they intend to deploy their resources
as a result.

In Section One of our IRMP 2006/07 we set out our
approach to risk management including the
methodology we use and how we intend to refine
this in the future.

Section Two looks at some of the Service’s
achievements from our first two IRMPs to
demonstrate our progress. In particular it highlights
how as a learning organisation we have reflected
on specific projects and used the lessons to
influence and improve our future developments.

In Section Three of this IRMP we outline the new
and emerging risks facing the Service as a whole,
and then set out specifically how both our
Emergency Response and Community Risk
Reduction functions intend to address these issues.
Our corporate objectives that support the IRMP are
set out in Part 3 of the main Plan.

Section one - How we assess risk 

For over fifty years, since the Second World War,
the emergency response times and  emergency
response standards which (old) fire brigades were
expected to achieve were based on the concept of
fire cover, rather than any real consideration of  the
frequency or likelihood of actual incidents.  They
were also determined nationally, and were
(virtually) exclusively concerned with property
cover.  Moreover, they took no account at all of
emergencies other than fire. 

That changed, however, with the Independent
Review of the Fire Service conducted in 20021.  

While the commissioning of the Review was a result
of the industrial relations conflict that prevailed at
the time, it nevertheless went much further than
merely seeking a resolution of that conflict.  

The Review considered what the fundamental role
of fire brigades ought to be and, in doing so,
exposed the nature and the scale of change that
had taken place in the way people live in a modern
society.  The Review recognised that change had
brought with it fresh risks and different hazards that
required a transformation of fire brigades to
become Fire and Rescue Services, equipped and

prepared to manage the new risks faced by society.
Most importantly, the Review determined that it was
no longer sufficient for Fire and Rescue Services
merely to react and provide an emergency
response when incidents occur - as important as
that is.  Rather, it should be part of the function of a
modern Fire and Rescue Service to be proactive
and use its own resources, and also to integrate
and work with other bodies and agencies, to
prevent incidents from taking place at all.  In other
words, to reduce or mitigate the risks faced by local
communities. 

The publication of a subsequent Government White
Paper, “Our Fire and Rescue Service” (2003)2 was
the forerunner for new  legislation to put this major
shift in emphasis of the work of the Service on to a
new statutory footing through the Fire and Rescue
Services Act (2004) and the Civil Contingencies
Act (2004).  

Several other national guidance documents have
also been published, reinforcing the wider roles of
modern Fire and Rescue Services.

The National Framework for the Fire and Rescue
Service3 represents the most significant of these
documents.  The Framework provides a consistent
method of continually reviewing and laying out the
Government’s expectations of Fire Authorities and
Fire and Rescue Services.  The latest draft
Framework was published in November 2005 and
is intended to run from 2006 – 08.

Collectively, this package of legislation and
guidance has given individual fire authorities
greater responsibilities but also greater flexibility to
identify, plan and respond to risk, with an emphasis
on finding the best, local solutions to reducing risk.
In doing so, we must also have regard to the
national PSA targets for the reduction of fire deaths
and deliberate fires:

• Reduce the number of accidental fire-related
deaths in the home by 20% averaged over the
period 1999-2010.

• Achieve a 10% reduction in deliberate fires by
31 March 2010.

1 
Independent Review of the Fire Service (2002),Professor Sir George Bain.

2 
White Paper – Our Fire and Rescue Service (June 2003)

3 
The requirement for the relevant Minister to publish a national framework

is set out in the Fire and Rescue Service Act (2004) and there have now

been three versions - the first two spanning one year and the latest

proposed to span two years.
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National / Regional response

It has also been recognised that, in the modern
world and particularly in light of the terrorist threat
and climate change already mentioned in the
introduction to the Corporate Plan, there are risks
and incidents that transcend boundaries.  These
incidents are regional, national and, potentially,
even international in their context; the Boscastle
floods in 2004, the Cumbrian Floods, the London
Bombings and the Buncefield Oil Depot all in 2005
provide stark illustrations and examples.  

Accordingly, fire authorities must now operate at a
macro level (regional and national) in addition to
their local commitment.

Integrated Risk Management Plans (IRMPs)

To ensure that local risks have been properly
examined, the National Framework requires all Fire
Authorities to publish an annual document known
as an Integrated Risk Management Plan (IRMP).
The IRMP must explain how the Fire Authority has
reached its decisions on risk-based activity and,
similarly, how it has used its assessment of risk to
support decisions about the use of resources.

Thus, an IRMP has six key purposes:

• To reduce the number of fires and
emergency incidents;

• To reduce the loss of life in fires and other
emergencies;

• To reduce the number and severity of
injuries in fires and other emergency
incidents;

• To reduce the commercial, economic and
social impact of fires and other
emergencies;

• To safeguard the environment and heritage
(both built and natural); and

• To ensure that council tax collected is used
to address local priority risks.

Cheshire Fire Authority published a draft IRMP in
2003 and carried out extensive consultation before
publishing its first IRMP in 2004. That document set
out in detail the way in which the Authority had
evaluated the risks facing local communities and
businesses.  In particular, it introduced the basis
upon which we had used the flexibility we had been
given to draw up new Cheshire Standards of
Emergency Response as well as standards of
safety response appropriate for the risks local
communities now face.

We further developed our risk assessment and
evaluation methods in our second IRMP in 2005
and this latest document, IRMP 3, 2006, sets out
how we have continued to refine and improve our
approach. The development of our thinking is
evident through these documents.

Risk Management

Our approach to risk management covers all the
steps involved in identifying, assessing and judging
risks, taking actions to reduce or anticipate them,
and monitoring and reviewing progress. 

Handling risk is always, ultimately, about
professional judgement.  But, a robust framework of
risk analysis and evaluation is essential to ensure
that the Authority can make informed decisions
when changing the way it delivers its emergency
response and safety services, as risks evolve and
change.

The key objectives in our approach to risk
management, therefore, are to:

• prevent fire and other emergencies through
our own efforts and those of our partners

• secure a safe, built environment that
protects people and property when
emergencies occur

• provide an emergency response that is
appropriate and proportionate to the
expected risk.

Greenalls incident
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Accordingly, we look at risk in two ways:

1. By using our local knowledge, as well as
examining past incidents and occurrences
over a number of years.  We cluster these in
to the eight most common types of incident
to assess the levels of risk.  We then use
this data to understand (predict) trends for
the immediate future.   This helps us to plan
our emergency response, protection and
our prevention activity.

While we cannot say precisely where and
when incidents will occur – we can discern
clear patterns (discrete areas) based upon
social, economic and temporal factors as
well as previous occurrences and
geographical factors.  From this data and
analysis we can also produce what we call
risk planes as a means of applying and
measuring our response standards in each
station area.

2. By the use of community profiling and
looking in detail at the social, economic and
other factors - through associated research
- to help us predict what might happen in
the future.

This assists us to plan our work to reduce
the risk by understanding the socio-
economic factors we know to be significant
and likely to lead to more incidents if not
addressed through prevention and
protection activity.

These two aspects of our approach to risk are
expanded upon and explained more fully below.

In addition, though, we have also drawn on
research from the UK into fire injury and fatality
rates, as well as detailed research by the US
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA).  The
research is concerned not just with how people
react and behave in a fire, but also the physics and
combustion processes of fire spread in the context
of the built environment. This research identifies
that prevention of fire must be the ultimate goal.

However, the research also identifies, not
surprisingly, that to reduce death, injury and loss
from fire, it is crucial to try to stop the fire from
spreading beyond the room where it started.
Equally crucial is an early detection (smoke alarm)
and a swift fire attack, ideally through a fixed
installation (a sprinkler system) or through the
efforts of the person discovering the fire (if safe to

do so) or/and in the final event, by an effective
emergency response by the Fire and Rescue
Service.

In fact, the consequence of how fire now behaves
in a modern setting is that there is less than ten
minutes before a fire is so well developed that it
represents a real risk of flashover 4.

Clearly, time is the critical success factor - hence
our new call handling, turn out and Emergency
Response standards which reflect this.

Risk Assessment Model

We have used data of the last few years, and we
have adopted the Health and Safety Executive
(HSE) Risk Assessment Methodology of multiplying
how likely an incident is to occur by the seriousness
of the outcome to determine new risk levels.

Elapsed time in minutes

4 
Flashover is the term used to describe the phenomenon of the contents

of a room simultaneously bursting in to flame.
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Risk Levels

The risk levels we now apply to our approach to
planning, therefore, are:

Risk Planes

The approach to utilising risk planes has proved to
be very effective in helping us plan.  We have set
out below the way the planes have changed over
the last few years across the eight most common

Very High
It is certain or very likely that there will
be multiple deaths or a single death

High
It is certain that there will be a major injury,very
likely that there will be a single death and likely
that there may be multiple deaths

Medium
It is certain that there will a major injury, very
likely that there will be an injury and there may
be a single death

Low
There will be some disruption with a moderate
chance of an injury or loss occurring

Very Low
There is a reduced chance of disruption with a
moderate chance of an injury or loss

incident types, emphasising the point that risk
changes.  This reality supports the need for
flexibility in the way we use our resources.

It will be noted that currently there are no areas
assessed as very high risk in Cheshire.  That said,
it will also be observed that there are noticeable
changes to risk levels for different types of incidents
in different station areas over the last few years,
each of which can be clearly audited.   Small fires,
for example, have increased significantly.  These
represent not just a “nuisance”, but a significant
aspect of anti-social behaviour and a major demand
on our resources.
This understanding means we can undertake
further analysis and investigation into how and why
the risk has changed.  If  significant trends emerge,
we can come forward with both local and Service-
wide projects to reduce risks to tolerable levels, as
well as modify our emergency response as
appropriate.

Details of our proposals to address these latest
changes are set out in Section Three of the IRMP.

Risk planes in 2004/05
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Risk planes for 2005/06

Risk planes for 2006/07
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Community profiling

We have invested in specialised computer software
packages that allow us to combine a range of data
about the nature and composition of our
communities and to highlight the key factors which
affect people’s safety.  We know, for example that:

• Children in the lowest socio-economic group
have a death rate 16 times higher than children
in the highest group

• People in the poorest 10% of wards are 5 times
more likely to be injured in a fire than those in
the wealthiest 10%

• The rate of arson is 31 times higher for those
on lowest incomes

This knowledge has already helped us to target our
community safety and prevention work in the areas
where we know it will have greatest impact.

Despite this, our aim is to become more
sophisticated in the analysis of past incidents and in
our use of community profiling.

We believe we can further improve by making
better use of data and information from other
sources by moving down to another level of detail
(granularity).  In other words, we can break down
the risk information to a truly local level – ward level
or census “super output” level.  We need to use the
level of data that is common and used by our key
partners for census and other planning purposes.
This approach - which we will develop during the
life of this IRMP - will allow us to formulate
integrated and multi-faceted risk maps that can be
used to help us, and partners who act on our behalf
- to target emergency response and community
safety work where it will be most effective. In
addition, we can then further refine our emergency
response standards, our safety standards and
create a virtuous circle of improvement.

This risk assessment methodology has been
refined over three years.   However, during that
period, we have made significant progress in
utilising integrated risk management methodology
(as detailed in our previous IRMPs) to make
changes which have assisted us in achieving our
objectives.  These are summarised in the next
section of the plan.

2. How we have responded to risk
A) Emergency Response

Our research has allowed us to develop our own
Cheshire Emergency Response (ER) standards to
match the anticipated level of risk to the need to
tackle the incident.  These standards also provide a
key building block in addressing our two ER
Corporate Objectives.

Emergency Response standards

How quickly do we respond to incidents?

The table below sets out the Cheshire Standards of
Emergency Response including call handling,
turnout and attendance standards:

• Where risk is Very high: We will respond to an
emergency and aim to arrive within 1 to 5 minutes of
the turnout on 90% of all occasions

• Where risk is High: We will respond  to an emergency
and aim to arrive within 6 to 10 minutes of the turnout
on 90% of all occasions

• Where risk is Medium: We will respond to an
emergency and aim to arrive within 11 to 15 minutes of
the turnout on 90% of all occasions

• Where risk is Low: We will respond to an emergency
and aim to arrive within 16 to 20 minutes of the turnout
on 90% of all occasions

• Where risk is Very low: We will respond to an
emergency and aim to arrive within 21 minutes of the
turnout on 90% of all occasions

• Our target for answering all “999” calls is 6 seconds 

• Our target for processing all “999”calls and sending a
turnout to stations and/or appliances is as follows:

55% of all calls handled in < 45 secs

75% of all calls handled in < 60 secs

90% of all calls handled in < 90 secs

99% of all calls handled in < 120 secs 5

• Our target for turning out appliances is an average of
40 seconds from the time the call has been passed to
the station/ appliance.

F I R E  A U T H O R I T Y
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ER 1
Deploy emergency

teams according to risk

ER 2
Deal effectively

with emergency incidents

5 
We reserve the option – as we always have – for our trained control

operators to make a determination of whether a call constitutes an
emergency.  This is to avoid unnecessary risk and danger for the public
and our personnel driving under blue light conditions if they are
responding to something when life or property are not in jeopardy.
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How have we performed against these new
standards?

We have been utilising these new standards for two
years now, and our performance so far, is extremely
good against our target of 90%.  There have only
been a few instances when these targets have not
been met and each of these has been audited and
investigated in detail. 

Our investigations have identified that these
failures, in very large measure, are for what we
term second calls.  

In reality, there are sometimes occasions when the
resources provided for incidents in one area are
already attending an incident when another
emergency occurs in the same area.  This is
different to receiving many calls for the same
incident, which is a consequence of the prevalence
of mobile telephones.   There is a need, therefore,
to provide some assurance that the resilience exists
to address this necessity of more than one incident
in close succession.  Accordingly, in this IRMP one
of the innovations we are now introducing is a new
Resilience Standard.

Resilience Standard

If appliances are already committed to incidents in
a given area, we aim to get an emergency response
to second incidents within the time of the next
(lower) standard but in any event within 21 minutes.
In normal circumstances this will be by Cheshire
resources but may, on occasions, involve
appliances and resources from neighbouring fire
and rescue services – if those resources can attend
more swiftly.

Achievements and lessons from previous
IRMPs

Evolution of Cheshire Standards

Following public consultation, the Authority took the
decision that it had over capacity at Ellesmere Port
fire station relative to the risk and, accordingly,
removed the third appliance and personnel from
that station in April 2005.  

A six month review of the effects of that change was
undertaken and a presentation made to the Fire
Authority and to the Scrutiny Panel of the Ellesmere
Port and Neston Borough Council in October 2005.
A further review will be undertaken and reported
upon at the one year stage (April 2006).

The Fire Authority has called for a new resilience
standard (covered earlier) as part of the “lessons
learned” from the Best Value Review of “types of
incident we respond to”.  

Additionally, the Authority has also called for further
response standards to be drawn up detailing how
‘special service’ incidents, such as gas leaks, will
be dealt with in future.  This review was subject to
extensive public consultation and its findings will be
published in 2006.

Our approach and methodology for devising the
Cheshire Standards has also been externally
challenged in a number of ways.  This has included
a review by external risk assessment consultants.
It has also encompassed a critical review by a
number of other fire and rescues services, who
have sought to build on the work of Cheshire by
adopting the Standards themselves.  At the time of
publication, Somerset Fire and Rescue Service has
already adopted the Cheshire Standards and a
number of other fire and rescue services in the
South West are also actively pursuing their
development.

How we now respond to emergencies

We are now able to use the incident data and risk
information alongside specialist computer
packages such as the Fire Service Emergency
Cover Toolkit (FSEC), to model alternative
approaches to our emergency response. These
map-based systems graphically display how and
where we can best place different types of
appliances to keep the risks facing our communities
to a minimum.  This enables us to plan to use our
resources to maximum effect day and night as we
know that risk changes in this temporal way.
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This greater flexibility means we can ensure we
also address other organisational needs, for
example training and testing operational
procedures (exercises), at the same time as
releasing resources during quiet periods of
operational activity to support community safety
work.  It also makes it easier to ensure we send the
optimum number of personnel and the most
suitable type of vehicle to deal with a particular
incident, rather than the automatic or pre-
determined turnout levels which used to be set in
advance.  This approach ensures we are more
likely to have staff and structural fire fighting
appliances ready to respond to serious, life-
threatening emergences in the right locations,
rather than have them committed elsewhere on
relatively small incidents.

That is one of the key reasons why a new fleet of
smaller, “midi” fire engines is being brought into
service to deal with smaller, nuisance incidents
such as bin, rubbish and car fires. These types of
fires account for around 60% of all fire incidents and
using our new, Targeted Response Vehicle (TRV)
fleet is a far more effective use of both our
appliances and staff in conjunction with our existing
fleet of appliances.

Major Incidents

We must also have the capability to handle major
incidents in Cheshire, and to support other fire and
rescue services in the management of major
incidents across the region, as well as in a national
context.  Our planning, therefore, supports this goal
and has proved very effective in recent months, as
highlighted earlier with the deployment of teams
and equipment from Cheshire to Glasgow (building
collapse), Cumbria (floods) and the Oil Depot fire at
Buncefield, Hemel Hempstead.  We have also
successfully handled major incidents in Cheshire.

Optimum Crewing

Traditionally, a standard fire appliance was staffed
or crewed by either four or five firefighters.  This
figure was based on historical equipment,
appliance design and old standard operating
procedures rather than a rigorous task analysis of
what needs to be done at an emergency incident, in
what order and by how many personnel.
Predominantly, it was the size and weight of the
ladders that set the context and, as more modern
equipment was developed, for example breathing
apparatus, the operating procedures were shaped
around the number of personnel that were already
there.

More recent research has affirmed that, broadly
speaking, eight to nine firefighters remains the
optimum number of personnel needed to tackle
most property fires. Self evidently, much depends
on the growth of the fire up until the point fire crews
arrive and also the time or lag between different
crews arriving.  But, through a risk-assessed
approach to task analysis, we can now send a
smaller number of firefighters on different vehicles
to lower risk incidents such as rubbish fires, car
fires, flooding etc – and still provide for a safe
system of work.

Under this approach of ‘Optimum Crewing’ we have
also looked at when and where the demand for our
operational resources is greatest. Late afternoons
and early evenings are consistently and universally
the peak periods.  This means that we can put the
extra appliances (TRVs) on the run during these
peak periods.  It also means we do not need to
maintain exactly the same number of appliances
waiting for an immediate response at other times of
the day, when we know that the chances of a true
emergency call out being received are remote.  It is
a clear waste of resource to have personnel waiting
for incidents that are almost certainly not going to
happen, and reinforces the old, negative image of
firefighters hanging around their stations – when
nothing could now be further from the truth.
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merely as heroic figures emerging from fire stations
from time to time when an emergency occurs.  We
must be prepared to tackle head on some of the
negative images some members of the community
hold about firefighters, partly as a legacy of the
industrial disputes of a few years ago and partly
because of the way society has changed with the
times.   We have worked closely with local staff
representatives, therefore, to develop and bring in
new duty systems for staff at all levels.  We have
also introduced new, modern work practices that
remove the outdated imagery and achieve the
objectives the Authority set out in previous IRMPs.

A key element of this is a new duty system and a
new staffing model operational from 1st January
2006, which provides for 95 personnel on each of
the four colour watches at 24/7 stations across the
organisation, with an optimum crew of 76 on duty at
any one time.  While it is true that this represents
less firefighters than was the case a number of
years ago, this has been achieved by managing
issues such as leave and attendance levels
differently and more efficiently.  The number of
personnel remains adequate to address our
optimum crewing requirements.  

We have also introduced revised officer duty
systems, which have achieved greater efficiency
and a higher level of availability of specialist
personnel.

Mass Decontamination/ New Dimension

The National New Dimension Programme was set
up after the events of Sept 11th, 2001 to review and
improve the capability of the UK to respond to the
new terrorist threat and to other strategic risks such
as climate change.  The government has committed
significant funding for resources, training and
equipment in this area.  The programme itself is
structured around distinct but intertwined projects.

Strategic Reserve

Thus, by using our risk assessments and the FSEC
modelling systems together, we know that during
these off peak hours we can create a strategic
reserve and switch at least three appliances and
crews to standby response, rather than immediate
response, without affecting public safety. This
concept of the strategic reserve liberates time and
resources so we can improve the way we train our
staff and undertake exercises at major risk sites.  It
also provides more opportunities for operational
personnel to support community safety staff and
volunteers and to carry out preventative community
safety work.  If a serious incident does occur we are
in permanent contact with the appliances and
personnel and both can immediately be brought
back in to service and deployed within minutes.

New duty system / working practices

As part of our commitment to modernise and
improve the flexibility and value of our services, we
have recognised the need to change the image of
the Service in the eyes of the general public.  We
want the service to continue to be viewed in a
positive light and as a succeeding service but,
importantly, be seen more as an integral
component of the fabric of local communities.  This
means we must be “out there” in communities much
more frequently, with an obvious and visible
presence in those communities; and not to be seen
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This programme may be seen as an effective
partnership between central and local government
and the professional managers and leaders of the
service.  It has already proved its worth on a
national stage  - obviously in London on 7/7.  Some
of the new equipment, for example high volume
pumping units, has also been used to great effect in
the North West at the Carlisle floods and most
recently at a major incident in Warrington, the
Greenalls Distillery fire.  These pumping units were
also used at the Buncefield Oil Depot fire and are
proving an invaluable resource for the service, with
Cheshire receiving its unit  in March 2006.

In terms of mass decontamination, there have been
80 Incident Response Units procured nationally,
deployed regionally, and the training has been
completed with relevant plans and procedures in
place.  

Two of these units are now located in Cheshire with
crews ready to respond in the event of an attack;
but also in the event of a major accident where
there is a need to decontaminate large numbers of
people.

Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) Team

We have built on our vast experience as part of the
UK Search and Rescue Team (UKFSSART) in
support of our approach to becoming members of
the Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) Team within
the New Dimension programme.    

We have now put in place the team itself
(comprising 18 members), the training of staff and
the associated equipment to form part of the North
West USAR team and we are working in
partnership with Merseyside Fire and Rescue
Service.  Again the USAR – and Cheshire
specifically - have already proved their worth in the
deployments already identified ( Glasgow in 2004
and Cumbria in 2005). 

Review of Fire Stations

In previous IRMPs we have said that we would
review the provision of stations at  Northwich,
Middlewich and Winsford and examine in detail the
staffing at Birchwood and Wilmslow.  These
proposals were prompted by the need to ensure
that our resources continue to be deployed
consistently across the county to match local risks.

Since then, however, there have been a number of
major changes, with the Authority committing to a
major redevelopment package, including the
construction of a new station and facilities at
Runcorn in 2006/07.  In addition, there is major re-
development taking place in Warrington Town
Centre and the expansion and growth of
Manchester Airport.

As a result, during 2006/07 we will use the FSEC
and other computer models to carry out a
fundamental review of the provision of all of our
stations and appliances.

B) Community Risk Reduction

In line with being clear about our response
standards, we have also sought to be clear about
our approach to achieving our two CRR objectives
and what we are trying to achieve with our
standards of community safety.

Community Profile - Home Safety Assessment
(HSA) Standards

Home Safety Assessments (HSA) represent a
central plank of our approach to reducing risk by
visiting and engaging people in their own home.
They also represent an important element of our
partnership activity.  Much more is discussed on
this important work later in this IRMP but set out
below are our Home Safety Assessment Standards:

• We will respond to all requests for HSAs within 24
hours on 90% of all occasions

• Initially this response will be a preliminary assessment
conducted via telephone or email

• From this information an initial assessment of risk will
be made

• Where risk is considered to be very high or high  - a
HSA will be undertaken within 24 hrs

• Where risk is medium or low a HSA will be undertaken
within 28 days.  In the case of low or very low an
information pack sent to enable the occupier to carry
out a self assessment followed up later by the Fire
Service

• HSAs will include, where appropriate, the fitting of a
free smoke alarm (s)

CRR 1
Prevent dangerous

anti-social and
careless behaviour

CRR 2
Protect life, property
and other interests
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In support of our goal of “zero preventable fire
deaths”, we aim to complete over 40,000 HSAs a
year  - one of the most demanding HSA targets of
any service in the country. Details of how  we intend
to deliver this are set out later in this IRMP.

The demand and volume of HSA work means we
need to be more creative and innovative, so we
have adopted a “mixed economy” approach by
using the resources and capacity of our partners
alongside our own.  We have also recruited teams
of community volunteers as well as creating new
roles of full and part-time community safety
advocates.  Details of how we intend to develop
and grow our capacity in this area are outlined in
the next section of the IRMP.

We are continuing to evaluate the impact of the
HSA programme and we already have a number of
powerful case studies of lives that have been saved
and property losses that have been averted as a
direct result of alarms we have fitted, and the
advice and support to vulnerable people which we
have provided.

Local Performance Delivery Groups (PDGs) /
Arson Reduction

Arson - the deliberate setting of fires to destroy
property or to injure people - is an increasing and
significant problem for some of our communities.
We need to target our resources in this area to
achieve the greatest impact.  

Accordingly, we have restructured to provide local
service delivery groups which cover the same areas
as local strategic partnerships and crime and
disorder reduction partnerships (based upon
District Council boundaries).  This has allowed the
establishment of local Arson Task Forces (ATF) to
address this problem in a multi agency approach.

How are we performing in relation to reducing
fire deaths?

We have seen a steady reduction in fire deaths in
recent years as we have taken forward our
community safety agenda.   The graph below
highlights that we have been proved right in our
planning assumptions and our understanding of
risk, though with such small numbers one serious
incident can have a dramatic effect.  

We remain convinced, however, that our vision of
“zero preventable fire deaths” is achievable and this
IRMP very much continues to take us forward
towards this goal.

Home Safety Assessments (HSAs) Policy -
Mixed Economy Approach

We have now fundamentally reviewed our HSA
policy against our HSA Standard.  We have
consequently put in place the necessary financial
and people resources to ensure that we can
achieve our standard and that we can carry out our
objective of offering a home safety assessment to
every household in Cheshire over the next five
years. 

The HSA itself goes beyond just fire safety to
encompass partners’ needs as well as our own.  A
HSA also now includes for example, crime
prevention and “slips, trips and falls” advice.
Moving this work forward is an important
undertaking and has already included a financial
investment of around £600,000 from the Fire
Authority, as well as nearly £400,000 over three
years from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister
(ODPM).  This funding has helped to create a
“community safety reserve” that can be used to buy
smoke alarms and fire safety resources in support
of the smoke alarm installation programme and
outreach work.  Our Medium Term Financial Plan
projects an enhancement of this reserve over the
coming years to ensure we have the resources to
achieve our target.

6

6 
Source: ODPM Fire Death Statistics January 2006
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Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety Order) 2005 

This new Fire Safety Order, which comes in to force
in October, 2006, represents what is arguably the
most significant change in safety legislation for
business and commerce since the introduction of
the Health and Safety at Work Act.  The new Order
rationalises and harmonises over 100 separate
pieces of fire safety legislation into one, new
approach with the emphasis very much on risk
assessment and the responsibility for the owner/
occupier to undertake this assessment. This is a
fundamental change in terms of the role of the
Service.

The Fire Authority has an agreed strategy and
timetable for the local implementation of this major
change which includes raising the profile of the
Order within the Service and in the wider business
community, as well as developing a risk-based and
a priority-based programme of inspection, audit and
enforcement.  We intend to continue to follow
government guidance as published in IRMP
Guidance Note No 4, and Fire Service Circular 2/
2004.  

Fire Safety Enforcement Risk Assessed
Approach

To enforce the Fire Safety Order, the Fire Authority
has started to audit all nondomestic premises and
will continue to do so. The outcomes of the audits
will determine any enforcement action that is
needed, the overall level of risk and the frequency
of future audits.

Managers will review premises that are due for
audit on a regular basis and programme visits by
selecting from the higher risk groups. Lower risk
premises will be sampled and selected for audit as
local needs and issues demand e.g. arson
incidents.

Audit intervals will vary according to the risk level
for that specific group; in all cases, those with better

fire safety management and fire precautions, will
benefit from extended periods between audits.

Table 1 Illustrates how audit frequencies can vary
by risk level and management status, using the risk
group of Hospitals as an example.

Unwanted Fire Signals

We have continued to reduce the number of
unwanted calls from automatic fire alarm systems.
We have achieved this by implementing a new
policy that has followed the Chief Fire Officers
Association (CFOA) guidance as well as listening
and responding to the concerns of the business
sector.

The Policy involves a graduated approach to
dealing with recurring instances of false alarms with
the ultimate sanction of withdrawing an emergency
response.

It is pleasing that, so far, we have managed to avoid
taking this last step by the early intervention of local
managers and fire safety officers working with the
businesses and premises concerned.

Very High

High

Medium

Low

Very Low

24

30

42

48

54

A
Best

18

24

30

42

48

B

12

18

24
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42

C

6

12

18
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30

D

3

3

3

3

3

E
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Hospitals
Fire Safety Management Status

Risk Level

Table 1: showing the monthly period between audits
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Develop and buy an outreach fire station 

Three units have now been bought. These units
allow us to set up temporary community safety
centres in the heart of a local community to deliver
our home safety assessments more efficiently and
raise the profile of our preventative work. We are
also gaining maximum use of the units by  using
them for promotional purposes, to support the
command of major incidents and to enable our
public sector partners to use them as a local base
for their own outreach work.

3. New risk changes and our response

Our risk assessment methodology and our
community profiling, detailed earlier, have been
used to assist us in considering risk changes which
will impact on prioritising service delivery in 06/07.

This section sets out the issues which we know
need to be addressed in the short-term to maintain
and improve our service. 

It is also important, however, that we continue to
look ahead at other changes locally, regionally and
nationally which could affect our risk models and
analysis over the next few years.

Demographic changes

We will continue to monitor the trends and changes
in the structure of our local population so we can
anticipate the potential impact on our services in
the future. 

Key issues include an ageing population with a
significant, projected growth in pensioner
households, as well as more members of the
community with physical or sensory disabilities.
Additionally, there will be a continuation of the
present percentage of single parent households.
Our experience has shown that these groups of
people are vulnerable and more susceptible to fire
dangers and we need to factor this knowledge into
our thinking about risk.  There will also be an
increase in single person households.

Road Traffic Collision (RTC) reduction

The Authority is now taking the lead on this
community priority through Cheshire’s new Local
Public Service Agreement (LPSA).  We have
employed a full time, project co-ordinator to ensure
the five strands of the accident and injury reduction
programme are delivered.  In partnership with
others, we will seek to improve road safety and
casualty care and recovery.

Taking on this co-ordinating, lead role demonstrates
that the Fire and Rescue Service can play its full
part in the wider community safety agenda and
shows that this is recognised by key partners,
particularly the Police and Cheshire County
Council.  

We have procured one “fire motorbike” and we are
in the process of evaluating the potential benefits in
relation to operational use and delivering safety
messages to a large group of road users (motor
cyclists).

We are also continuing to explore the potential for
an emergency response vehicle crewed by all three
emergency services together known as ‘Rescue 1.’
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Civil contingencies and the terrorist threat

The Authority will continue to carry out its new
duties and responsibilities under the Civil
Contingencies Act  (CCA) 2004. In particular, the
Authority has taken a leading role in the Cheshire,
Halton and Warrington Local Resilience Forum – a
new body set up to co-ordinate the plans and
activities of all of the key ‘Category One’ public
authorities involved in any major incident. It has
already led the project to establish the area’s first
Community Risk Register.  The Register has been
compiled by the Forum in accordance with the CCA
and its associated statutory guidance on
emergency preparedness.  

By continuing to review and test our joint plans we
can ensure that we are as prepared as possible in
the event of having to respond to a major terrorist
threat such as the London bombings or a major
incident such as Buncefield.

COMAH sites

Cheshire has one of the highest concentration of
chemical and petrochemical sites (Control of Major
Accident Hazard (COMAH) sites) in the country.
We have 54 “top tier” and “lower tier” sites and a
number of major pipeline distribution networks
above and below ground.

The need to plan, exercise and manage risk in
relation to these sites continues to bring with it
significant resource and capacity implications.  The
HSE investigation into the Buncefield fire may well
bring out lessons we need to learn and apply in
Cheshire for the future.  We have always sought to
learn lessons from major incidents anywhere in the
world to ensure we provide a world-class service
and will continue to do so.

Climate Change

The changing climate makes natural disasters like
flooding and extremes of weather more likely, and
so we will continue to work closely with the
Environment Agency to review the environmental
risk in Cheshire.  This is likely to increase the need
for water rescue capability.  Climate change,
because it is so unpredictable, further reinforces the
need for fire and rescue services to be able to
deploy their resources in a much more flexible way.

The purpose of the register is to reassure the
communities of Cheshire, Halton and Warrington
that potential hazards have been identified and
assessed, and steps taken to reduce the risks or to
put effective emergency response plans in place.
Full details of the Register are available via the
Service’s website - www.cheshirefire.gov.uk

The Authority continues to be a key partner in the
testing, validation and revision of local emergency
plans through regular exercises.  The recent
“Exercise November” at Halton Stadium involving
over 100 personnel from both voluntary and
statutory agencies was a good example.

We are also a partner in the regional, Media
Emergency Forum which aims to ensure closer
working between agencies and the media during
major incidents and improving public information
systems. 
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Air traffic

While there is no major airport actually in Cheshire,
the runway of John Lennon Airport borders the
county.  Runway 2 of Manchester Airport is in
Cheshire and there are major flight paths over the
area.  There is also a private airfield at Broughton.

Cheshire may, therefore, be considered an
aeronautical “cross-roads”.  As the number of
passengers and flights increases, with the planned
expansion of both airports over the next few years,
the Service will continue to develop its joint
planning with key emergency personnel at both
airports; and with our colleagues in Merseyside and
Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Services.

Building design

While nationally and regionally there has been a
decline in manufacturing industries, there has been
considerable growth in storage and distribution
services along the major transport corridors, which
Cheshire has in abundance.  Cheshire has five
Trans European Networks.  Characteristically,
these distribution services encompass very large
warehouse facilities with a massive fire loading and,
typically, do not tend to have sprinkler systems
installed. While we will support campaigns to
extend the use of sprinkler systems, we also remain
committed to working closely with businesses in
Cheshire to limit the risk and impact of fire losses
on them and the local community.

We view the growth of what may be considered
almost “disposable“ buildings with concern because
the nature and high level of the risk of collapse
prevents firefighters tackling incidents from within,
and we are limited to attacking these fires from
outside the building.

Housing and transport

Key areas which we will build into our future
analysis include housing and transport and
developments, proposed in the strategic
documents of a number of key partners in
Cheshire, Halton, Warrington and the North West
region.  There are more examples later in this
document but the key issues are set out below.

Cheshire County Council’s Draft Structure Plan
2016 identifies a need to build 1,630 homes a year
over the next 10 years, while Halton Borough
Council’s Unitary Development Plan proposes
8,150 houses during the same period and
Warrington’s a maximum of 5,320.  

These extra homes clearly have the potential to
influence where we need to position our appliances
and staff in future, while the developments
themselves offer us the opportunity to maximise
built in fire safety measures such as promoting the
inclusion of domestic sprinkler systems.

There are also a number of major transport
proposals which we will monitor closely because of
their implications for the positioning of our
resources and the potential impact on our response
standards during construction.

Key issues include:

• The M6 widening project

• Improvements to the Silver Jubilee Bridge
Complex in Halton scheduled over the next
10 years

• The Mersey Gateway scheme to build a new
bridge in Halton by 2012

• Bypass proposals for Alderley Edge, Nether
Alderley, and Poynton.

Structural/organisational changes

Clearly, we will also continue to gather intelligence
about the changing risks facing local communities
through our involvement in Local Strategic
Partnerships and the  Crime Reduction
Partnerships. In addition, we will closely monitor the
implications for the future delivery of our services
arising from current national proposals to change
the structure of our key emergency partners
including the police, ambulance and local primary
care trusts.  We will also need to monitor the
continuing debate around local government
structures.

“The Greenalls distillery blaze at Warrington in October, 2005 resulted in
losses estimated at over £40 million. However, by working with the
company Cheshire firefighters saved the key offices and main still and
ensured the company was able to stay in business in the town.”



F I R E  A U T H O R I T Y

25

ER 1
Deploy emergency teams

according to risk

ER 2
Deal effectively with
emergency incidents

Integrated Risk Management Plan

Pace of change

We stated earlier that the pace of change in
Cheshire has been rapid.  This is a matter of public
record and reflects the commentary of our
assessors under Comprehensive Performance
Assessment (covered below).

We are widely seen as being at the leading edge of
most developments in the fire and rescue sector,
and were the first non local authority to win Beacon
Council status.  In the last two years, we have been
ambitious in our objectives and actions, the vast
majority of which have been delivered.  While we do
not intend to slow down the pace of change over
the next few months, we do see the next period as
one of being able to consolidate some of our
thinking.  We also want to realise the benefits and
opportunities that now present themselves, as a
consequence of the tough decisions we have
already taken.  Importantly, we need to give our
staff the opportunity to absorb the changes a little
more and for them to see the benefits come to
fruition.

In the light of our analysis of the risk changes, our
priorities to address those risks and meet our
objectives in 06/07 are summarised below.  A
detailed action plan for 06/07 is appended to this
plan.

A) Emergency Response (ER) Objectives

This section sets out the actions the Service plans
to take to support the Emergency Response
objectives and to achieve the ER targets identified
in the first section of the Plan.

Response standards and risk levels

We will continue to review our emergency response
standards, as outlined earlier, and we will also
monitor and report on the introduction of the new
resilience standard.

We will review our approach to the need for
response standards for special appliances.  In
particular, we will review the way we staff our
working at height vehicles (aerials) at Macclesfield,
Stockton Heath and Chester, in the context of their
need to respond to incidents within an appropriate
time.   

Now we have had a number of years experience in
using risk management, and we have also had
experience with the FSEC modelling software, we
intend to review the overall distribution and
coverage of our stations and facilities.  This will
inform decisions about station locations in the
context of the station replacement issues
mentioned later, and it will also inform thinking for
IRMP 4.  We will also consider the use of other
modelling tools to ensure we take as rounded a
perspective as possible.

One of our most important innovations in this 06/07
IRMP will be the creation of the country’s first,
virtual fire station – Station 29.

Virtual fire station

Station 29 will be a mixed crewed station, with a
“station ground” that covers the whole of Cheshire,
providing a virtual base for a number of wholetime
staff in the form of a central resource. This resource
was formed through the review of duty systems and
will be used to backfill vacancies created by staff on
long term sick or maternity leave as well as
supporting community safety activities.  It will also
have a bank of staff on retained (hourly)  rates of
pay, all of whom will be existing firefighters on
second contracts.  

The appliances aligned to Station 29, in the first
instance, will include the Service’s Reserve Fleet
(when not in use), three Targeted Response
Vehicles (TRVs), and the fire bike; but this
complement of appliances can easily be changed
as demand dictates.  If there are spate conditions -
a very high call volume of grass fires or floodings
(likely to increase given climate change) – different
appliances can be brought online daily.  Initially, the
TRVs will be deployed as if they were from Station
29, and will adopt the relevant call signs for that
station, but will be a mobile resource.

The creation of Station 29 is an innovative
approach to dealing with fluctuating operational
demand, as well as fluctuating demand in relation
to staffing levels.

New appliances

We intend to investigate the implications and risks
associated with expanding the use of our smaller,
Targeted Response Vehicles as a second appliance
on at least one station. It is most likely that this will
be a day crewing station.
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establish new standards.  We see this as a natural
extension of our rescue work and believe it is
something our staff will be keen to support.

Operational rigour and assurance

A new approach is being developed within the
service to test the effectiveness of all aspects of
frontline emergency services. The new audit and
inspection system makes use of the specialist skills
of staff across the Service and looks in detail at
areas such as staff competence and operational
preparedness.  Crucially, it will lead to an
assessment of operational assurance against the
national model and ensure that our systems and
procedures are appropriate and that all relevant
officers are trained and experienced in the
command of major incidents.

This work is also important to inform the new
“Service Assessment” that will feature in the
Comprehensive Performance Assessment of the
organisation in 2006.

Innovations in emergency response

We have said in previous IRMP’s that we would like
to explore the potential for other partners to be
trained in some aspects of emergency response.
This is not, in any way, to reduce our own ability to
respond.  Rather it is to recognise the changes in
other sectors and the possible opportunities these
bring.  For example, the Ambulance Service uses
First Responder as well as Co-Responder.  The
Police Service utilises Community Safety Officers
(CSOs) as well as Highways Agency Transport
Officers (HATOs).  The mixed economy model is
therefore well used elsewhere.

We already use volunteers and an extended fire
family for our own safety activity, but believe there
is now scope for working more closely with the
agencies mentioned above in areas of low risk
firefighting.

In this IRMP, therefore, we want to evaluate the
ability to use CSOs, HATOs and community
wardens as “small fire responders”.

There are clear financial implications, not to
mention training and risk assessment, but given our
knowledge that time is the critical factor in
emergency response, we are prepared to keep an
open mind and explore the opportunity.

To support this, we will undertake an updated
analysis of current fire fighting tasks in tackling
‘typical incidents’ to ensure that we have fully
assessed safe systems of working within our levels
of response.  

We will take full account of firefighter safety and our
approach to optimum crewing in undertaking this
task analysis.

We will draw upon the work done by the Fire
Brigades Union (FBU) on what they call Critical
Attendance Standards (CAST), as well as the
experience of other fire and rescue services.  Some
colleagues have already done work in this area –
notably Lancashire, Merseyside and Tyne and
Wear Fire and Rescue Services.  In doing so,
though, we will take a proper balanced view about
community and firefighter safety, recognising that
firefighting is a hazardous occupation and risks
cannot be removed completely.

We also intend to re-visit the issue of dual purpose
aerial appliances and this will feature in the work on
response standards.

We will conclude the work on “fire bikes” and the
joint road traffic unit ‘Rescue 1’ and decide whether
or how to proceed.

CCTV on appliances – attacks on firefighters
and appliances

We are already taking action to protect any of our
staff who are threatened or attacked. This includes
a programme of installing CCTV cameras on
specific appliances.  We will advance the
programme over the next two months.  We will also
work with the police to prosecute offenders, using
our footage as evidence in relation to attacks on
staff, and also arson.

Inland water rescue

The Service currently uses two, powered boats
which are primarily to ensure the safety of
firefighters when close to water. The recent
Government consultation document on
Emergencies for Fire and Rescue Authorities has
made it clear there will be a duty in the future to
rescue people in the event of major flooding and
major accidents involving boats on inland
waterways.  This was also reflected in our own Best
Value Review of incidents we respond to.

During 2006/07, therefore, the Authority will
formally review both the resources and the working
arrangements for its water rescue service and
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Co-Responding

Work in this area has included putting defibrillators
on all appliances together with an agreement with
Mersey Regional Ambulance Service on the siting
of ambulances at up to six fire stations.  This will
assist in improving ambulance response times to
road traffic collisions and other emergencies. 

However, in the life of this IRMP we will enhance
the level of training in trauma care as a necessary
step towards co-responding with colleagues in the
Ambulance Service.  Our expectation is that we will
go live with a co-responding pilot within the next
year.

Working with commercial partners after a fire

We intend to evaluate a partnership with a
commercial partner to provide a better service for
the clean up operation after a serious fire in a
commercial premises.

Our appliances and staff have only limited capacity
and facilities to undertake the clean up - because
they must be available as soon as possible for other
emergencies.  This has always been a difficult
balance to strike.  However, the use of a
commercial partner, an organisation funded by the
insurance sector, will greatly assist.  This
organisation has the equipment and resources to
be able to respond to serious incidents,
complement the work and support we can provide
after a fire and assist businesses to return to
normality as quickly as possible.

Regional Control Centre (RCC) and new
national radio scheme (Firelink)

Cheshire, like all other fire authorities in England is
now part of the national project for nine regional fire
control centres.  The new site for the North West
Control Centre will be in Cheshire Fire Authority’s
area, at Warrington.  Similarly, Cheshire is part of
the national programme for replacing the
communications infrastructure, the ‘Firelink’ project.
While the ‘go-live’ schedule for both these projects
is some way off, there is a large amount of
preparing work necessary and there are also
implications to our existing systems and resilience
in the meantime.  We have established a local
project team to manage these throughout this
period.

B) Community Risk Reduction (CRR) Objectives

This section sets out the actions the Service
plans to take to support the Community Risk
Reduction objectives and to achieve the CRR
targets identified in the first section of the Plan.

Community Profiling -
Integrated Risk Assessment Model

Our existing Community Profiling and Targeting
model (CPT) has already helped us to decide
where we should target our prevention and
protection work. 

There is a constant need, however, to re-evaluate
the information on which the CPT model is based
and to explore additional sources of data.
Accordingly, we have recently purchased additional
data sets and we have embarked upon a data
sharing project with the Cheshire and Warrington
Information Consortium (CWIC) and we will
continue to explore options to further refine our
analysis.

However, the community profile is – or ought to be
- more closely aligned to the levels of risk we
experience “for real”, and through our analysis of
operational incidents and the production of our risk
planes each year.
We intend to rationalise and harmonise our risk
assessment approaches, therefore, using the new
level of detail (granularity) outlined already   - i.e.
the super –output area level (the smallest area as
used by our partners).  We also intend to increase
the frequency of our risk analysis so we improve
our understanding of how risk changes.

To achieve this, we will move the responsibility for
consolidated risk assessment under our
Community Risk Reduction function - though
clearly there will need to be close working
relationships maintained with our Emergency
Response function.

CRR 1
Prevent dangerous

anti-social and
careless behaviour

CRR 2
Protect life, property
and other interests
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casualties without our intervention.  This equates to
a total potential saving of £53.58 million based on
the ODPM figure which puts the cost of a human life
at £1.4 million.   
In future we will ensure this information is used
more proactively by demonstrating to our
communities the value we add through our
prevention and protection activities in terms of
death, injury and property loss averted and how
these represent value for money.

Partnership working

The scale and complexity of the inter-relationships
in delivering community safety interventions
manifestly requires extensive partnership working.
Over the years we have developed a strong
partnership ethos and a reputation of being a
valuable partner. This has enabled the Service to
deliver safety initiatives that not only satisfy our own
corporate objectives but also those of our partners
(particularly in the area of youth engagement, crime
and disorder and anti social behaviour).  We will
continue to develop and grow in this area.

Home Safety Assessments (HSAs) - High
Impact Events

In order to maximise the use of finite resources ‘at
risk’ wards, or super output areas, will be tackled
through a concentrated campaign utilising the
mixed economy approach of fire fighters, safety
advocates, volunteers and partners, working in an
outreach way. Specific ‘at risk groups’ will be
targeted by location. 

Between 2006 and 2008 the Service and our
partners, will concentrate on the over 65’s in this
group. 

The specific ‘at risk’ wards have been identified
through the Community Profiling and Targeting
model and a programme of ‘high impact events’
developed.  These involve all homes not previously
visited being targeted, and clustered for HSAs. This
targeting and clustering enables ‘teams’ of
assessors to concentrate on a larger number of
deliverable assessments, than was previously the
case with a scatter gun or voluntary approach. The
‘outreach fire stations’ will provide the platform for
these teams to operate in the field for extended
periods, again maximising the numbers of HSAs
that can be conducted. The duration of the ‘high
impact event’ will be entirely dependant upon the
numbers of properties and the size of the teams
deployed, but could run from a day to several days,
and involve in the region of 20-30 people.  This
approach has enabled the service to increase the
numbers of HSAs conducted by a factor of 5.

We will also participate in new academic research
that we are exploring in partnership with Greater
Manchester Fire and Rescue Service, the ODPM
and Manchester Metropolitan University on risk
models and the relationship to social circumstances
and social policy.

Post incident scene management

We are developing a more sophisticated approach
to the way we collect and interpret information
during our investigations after fires and other
emergencies. If we make better use of technology it
will speed up our analysis and make it easier to
identify possible trends in fire and other risks –
potentially helping us to protect more people. For
example, over the last three years, an average of
38% of all domestic accidental fires we responded
to were caused by unattended cookers and
electrical appliances. Clearly, this helps us to target
our community safety prevention work around the
issues of most importance.  It also helps us
understand the chain of events that lead up to an
event/incident and, thus, seek to make an
intervention earlier in the causal chain either
through our own resources or those of our partners.

We will also participate in the North West Review of
Fire Investigation (which we expect to see
concluded by Summer 06) at the same time as
developing and enhancing our own approach and
resources to support post incident scene
management.

The Post Incident Scene Management information
is also used to identify where we are succeeding
with current interventions.  For example, between
the 1st January 2002 and the 30th September
2004, there were 24 occasions when a smoke
alarm, fitted by Fire Service employees, initially
raised the alarm.  These incidents involved a total
of 47 people, who would have all become fire
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Outreach fire station

We plan to extend the use of our three units in
enabling us to reach out into communities and to
deliver joined up initiatives.

We also intend to build on the success of joint
initiatives - outside of a pure fire and rescue domain
- such as the recent “Fire and Flu” campaign.  

This initiative involved firefighters and health staff,
working together, and using the outreach unit to
deliver both fire safety advice and flu jabs to
residents aged 65 and over. These targeted
campaigns will involve us using the outreach
stations as a base in the community where we can
pool our resources and those of our partners.

Developing our volunteer strategy and
widening the “Fire Family”

We believe that our engagement with volunteers
has been one of the most important and significant
developments of our IRMP approach.  As well as
the willingness and enthusiasm of members of the
community in coming forward, there has also been
significant interest from large, corporate
organisations who have been extremely supportive
of their staff to volunteer and to work with us.  The
MBNA Bank has led the way but we intend to
develop the interest shown by other significant local
organisations.  

We intend to build on the success of our volunteer
programme by a 100% increase in the number of
volunteers engaged.  We recognise that the growth
here  - as with our young people programmes  -
brings with it a need to support volunteers and to
ensure appropriate governance arrangements are
put in place.  Some of the work of volunteers
extends into sensitive areas that need effective
management and pose a potential risk to the
reputation and image of the Service.  We now do
extensive work with disadvantaged and sometimes
problematic young people where there are obvious
child protection issues and arrangements
necessary.  Consequently, our Corporate Support
Services will work to ensure this is managed
effectively and consistently, so that we can
maximise the benefit to our community safety
programme while protecting the image and
reputation of the Service.

In addition to our area based safety teams, we also
intend to look in 2006/07 at engaging volunteers in
a thematic way to help us reach specific sections of
our local communities.  This will be through the
appointment of co-ordinators and volunteers for
issues such as disability groups, minority
communities and older people.

Deliberate fires ( Arson)

As detailed, we have had some major successes in
reducing the number of deliberate small fires and in
securing convictions for serious arson cases
through our dedicated police liaison post, funded
through the national Arson Control Forum.   There
are concerns however, that the funding to this
position is time-limited and so in this IRMP we will
explore how we achieve sustainability of this
important initiative.

We are also going to look more closely at the way
we collect and use information. In addition we aim
to separate incidents we can truly classify as arson
from those that are more accurately described as
nuisance incidents.  This will enable us to target our
resources and efforts more efficiently, in partnership
with others.

Kooldown/Get Up and Get Out (GUGO)

As part of our work with disaffected young people,
we have successfully run initiatives called
Kooldown and Get Up and Get Out, in partnership
with Halton and Crewe and Nantwich Borough
Councils.  The schemes take young people
excluded, or at risk of exclusion, from school and
use fire and rescue facilities, programmes and
training methods to prepare them to return to
education.

Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Fire Services, Sir Graham  Meldrum
receives his  flu jab at a recent multi-agency campaign.
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Feedback and evaluation from participants and
partners has highlighted the positive impact of
these projects. A partnership bid in conjunction with
Cheshire County Council has recently won £1
million from the Government’s Invest to Save Fund
which will be used to develop a “Respect”
programme of further work with young people.  

The schemes have been evaluated using a model
toolkit devised by the Improvement and
Development Agency (IDeA) which we launched at
the annual Local Government Association Fire
conference in March 2006.

Princes Trust

We have been a partner of the Trust for over a
decade and we have supported literally hundreds of
young people. This year we have been compelled
to reduce the number of teams we run through our
Prince’s Trust ‘Team’ programme as a
consequence of major reductions in our external
funding. However, we will continue to explore
alternative funding opportunities and we will review
the range of our young people’s programmes to
ensure they address local needs and satisfy
national priorities.

Smokebusters

We have had a long term and enduring partnership
with the Bridgewater School of Performing Arts,
Warrington in relation to the “Smokebusters” group.

Smokebusters is a team of young people, who are
pursuing performing arts either as an interest or as
a career, but who, in their spare time, attend shows
and events to promote a fire safety message, using
music as the medium to attract people.  They have
recently added a children’s puppet theatre to the
repertoire. 

We intend to try to build on the success of
Smokebusters by forming further partnerships with
other performing arts schools and colleges across
Cheshire, Halton and Warrington, using a variety of
entertainment media to deliver safety messages.

Young offenders cadet unit

Cheshire’s pilot project to set up a fire cadet unit
inside the Thorn Cross Young Offenders’ Institute at
Warrington is truly unique, the only one of its kind in
Europe.  It has already proved extremely successful
and gained national recognition. A full-time post,
funded by Thorn Cross, will continue to develop this
initiative in 2006/07.

We also, in partnership with others, actively target
anti-social offenders (ASC or ASBO) through our
Youth Engagement programmes, and this is
beginning to show a positive outcome.

Fire Cadets

We believe that during the life of this IRMP we will
achieve our major goal of a fire cadet unit at every
single fire station. This is a significant achievement
and shows Cheshire’s leading role in connecting
the Fire and Rescue Service with the young people
of local communities.  Furthermore, the Service is
the only one in the country accredited to make its
own awards under the Duke of Edinburgh Award
Scheme.

The activity of our cadets in their local communities
– urban as well as rural communities - is also
significant. This year, for example, Cheshire fire
cadets raised funds to build a school in Ghana.
This was important in terms of their own personal
development - but it also made a major impact on a
small community in the developing world.  We
intend to support this growth by provision of
administrative support in 06/07.  In addition we
want our cadets to support a similar community in
Ghana by building another school in 2007.

National young people strategies

We will continue to make sure that our extensive
work with young people is complementary and  in
line with national policy objectives such as those
set out in the Green Paper “Every Child Matters”
and the “Strategy for Children and Young People –
Fire and Rescue Service 2006 – 10”.  We
particularly wish to focus on the fire outcomes in
“Every Child Matters”.
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Working with Business and Commerce
Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety Order) 2005

The introduction of the Fire Safety Order 2006
represents the biggest shake-up in fire safety
legislation in over 50 years.   As we stated earlier,
over 100 pieces of legislation will be removed from
statute, creating a single fire safety regime.  This
will significantly increase the number of business
premises covered by the legislation and put the
onus on owners to carry out effective risk
assessments.  It will have a major impact on the
work of the Service’s fire safety staff.  

We recognise that as part of an integrated public
sector we have a responsibility to enforce this
legislation in a proportionate way, striking the
balance between safety and the encouragement of
economic development and enterprise.

We need to:

• Assist businesses to comply with statutory
responsibilities

• Audit self-assessment on a risk basis

• Rigorously enforce the legislation with those
who elect not to comply

• Monitor the impact of self-
assessment/regulations on fires/incidents

• Introduce arson prevention and business
continuity into risk assessments to assist
sustainability.

Shift of resources to meet new priorities -
“vulnerable people”

Our continuous review and evaluation of
community risk profiles, supported by our own
operational data and that of our partners has
identified that we need to focus more on reducing
risk to ‘vulnerable people’ within our communities.
By ‘vulnerable people’ we are referring to older
people (60yrs +) and people with sensory, physical
or mental disabilities.  In the early part of 2005, we
noticed a significant number of incidents occurring
within this community group and we plan to shift
resources to address this need.

Currently, we engage a sizable resource to address
children and young people issues.  While this
community group are still important to us in terms of
risk reduction, we feel we are advanced enough to
remove some of the ‘support resources’ dedicated
to this area and redeploy these into supporting our
work with ‘vulnerable people’.

Youth engagement is now well enough established
to allow front line personnel and our existing
advocates and volunteers to carry on delivering
successful and proven initiatives to meet the
Children’s and Young People agenda, including
addressing crime and disorder issues, anti-social
behaviour and youth nuisance in partnership with
others.

During the life of this plan, we intend to redirect one
station manager and two  youth support officers and
employ a new  ‘vulnerable persons’ programme
manager.  This new team will research, develop
and implement risk reduction interventions for
delivery by the wider fire family, and in partnership
with others to address specific needs of this ‘at risk’
group.  It is anticipated that this new team will be in
place and operating by the end of May 2006.

Road traffic collision reduction
We intend to increase further the profile and activity
of our Road Safety Unit, created from our first
IRMP.  We have now taken the lead role in
delivering the Cheshire Partnership LPSA2 target
of reducing death and injury from road collisions, a
bold step.  The target is a 44% reduction in people
killed or seriously injured by 2008.
We have appointed a full-time project co-ordinator
to support our Road Safety Unit, and will now
actively promote specific educational  joint
campaigns in response to local community
concerns over road deaths, using initiatives such as
the “Drive Survive” programme to target young
drivers – the key ‘at risk’ group.
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If the costs are not prohibitive, we want to ensure all
our safety staff achieve their fire engineering
qualifications and professional accreditation.  
We recognise that as well as protecting lives, the
protection of business properties is critical. The
impact of a fire at a major employer can be
devastating to the sustainability of a local
community and the local economy.
Because of the impact and significance of our
developing relationship with the business sector,
we will now appoint a dedicated Business Liaison
Officer to further improve our links in 2006/07 and
beyond.
We will also create another “Non-Executive
Director” position on our Independent Review
Board (outlined elsewhere) for the commercial
sector, focussing particularly on the insurance
industry.

A prioritised programme has, therefore, been
devised to raise awareness among the business
community and to ensure that the introduction of
the Fire Safety Order does not lead to increased
fires and inevitable financial losses in Cheshire.
The work involves making best use of new
technology both locally and nationally to provide
businesses with online access to help, support and
guidance.  In addition, the programme has already
utilised a number of successful “safety days” at
retail parks using our outreach facilities as bases
and we will undertake more in 06/ 07. 

We will be assessing and enhancing the skills and
qualifications of fire safety staff to carry out the
necessary enforcement work required under the
new legislation and, within this, we want to explore
the implications of professional accreditation of all
our fire safety staff within the framework that exists
between the Engineering Council and the Institution
of Fire Engineers (IFE).  




